T mations to have been, by 2n abandonment T ST

‘eform ot
s but 16

ot i e Darainont, a0 for
| from corithg fidzy witbolt, was & meverent
| Blinos Tusivaly Church of England
"elergymen: - Nor wag it, marked, as Mr. Le
Gallienme most strapgely .asserts all refor.

of symbolism : quite the contrary. And
bas there been mno reformation in the
present century P Has it uot been matked
‘Bﬁ’. this " very symboliem, s0 much that
thereis not a Dissenting chapel in England
that does not bear gsome trhce of this same
symbolism P—whiek it is curious, by the way,
to find a poetcondemning. Our pointagainat
Mr, Le Gallienne is that we include him
whilst he excludes ns—that he is foo narrow
for us, in short. Heisimpatient with us for
heing interested in the dispute abont in.
epiration, just as o man who was unverzed
in art would be Jimpatient with the dispute
about impressionism, simply betause he does
not imow enough about it. Do let Mr, Le
Gallienue be difident, or when he grows
older he may fossilise into another Mr.
Buchanan.

May I add three points?

{1.) The fact of this controveray proves
that “ Christianity ” is not plsyed ocut. A
decadence is uncenscious, and is not given
to heart.searchings.

(2.) The point of real interest wonld be,
“Is the Chmch played outf” We are
guite preparad to hear that religiouns indivi.
dualizm is dying,

{4.) The study of history has had much to
do with the destruction of prejudice against
the Church. Historical experts do not bear
sut the anti-Catholic statements made in

hiz controversy, lemst of all Mr. Foote's

PERJY DEARMER,
St Apne’s. South Lambeth, Jan. 23.

TEEY EDITOR OF TEE DAILY CHROKICLE.

S, —"The crux of the difficulty lies here:
the only authority we possess on Chris
tianity is our Bible, and, according to the
dain letter of that Book, the late Mr.
H. 2Spurgecn and the orthodox
chool  are unguesfionably nearer the
ith than Mr. J. Page Hopps and the
beterodox school. But by & consensus of
opinion wicong thoughiful men to-day this
tenching is simply found to be impossible.
Nooane, suve the Saivation Army, ventures
to do more than hint Mr. Spurgeon’s-eschat.
clozy, and even General DBooth virtually
abandons it by his social scheme. A real
kelief in etermal tormenis for unsaved, but
saveable men, excludes 2l worldly consider-
ations. A few years ago a thrill of indig-
nation went throuch coeiety Lecause two er
three dozen ineffuble poltroons stood on the
banks of the Serpentine and allowed a ¢hild
to drown before their eyes, bub what
vas that compared with the speciacle
before wus, on the orthodox assumption ?
Millions of people going down to a fate
compared with which drowning is delight,
and on the banks of the appalling “ Ser.
pentine ” fens of thousands of nomipal
Christians, too intent on worldly gain and
gelf-enjovment to even cast a slance ab the
perishing muléituda! This is the supreme
snomaly—ihis the crux’of the whole diffi-
calty. A generabion or so back 2 noted infidel
uttered these words: #Did I truly believe,
what myriads say they do, that the kmow-
Ee%ge acd practice of religion in this life
influences destiny in the wext, the spirit of

_truth be my witness! Religion should be

" to me everything.” Just so. No words can

adequately portray the criminslity of the
orthodox dweller in eage and luzory.  Jesus |
Clorist’s “ certain rich man™ lifting np his
eygs, “in torment ” is. searcely equalto’ the
necessities of thecase . .~ 7 L
Mz, J. Page Hopps skefches s beaytifnl
idéwl Christianity, but I tancy Mr. Robert |-
Buchinan smiled ‘as” Hie réad it Neither
‘Jesns Chylst ot BEPaul would :reccenise

. WIS hE veligion which pRey tAUERE AS 2
. matter of fact, Bir,  Hopps, finds himself in
. the anomalous position of a pick-and-choose
digeiple, and like 5, gpod many other ticklers
of Creelr ears, lie has not miany of Edwin
Leng's heroines t5 pejoiee over. Church
. and world are practically cne to-day on the
, auestion, ~ Diana or Christ 7?7 What then ?
. Mush ihe gnesbion, “1s Christianity played
out,” be unswered in the affirmative? God !
forbid! . . i
. Fix guesitions demand anthorjtative re-
plies :— s
{1) Is Christizuity irrevoeably commiited fo a
erzonal devii F ]
(2) Does Christianity include o doctrine of
" eternal fnture punishiment 2
! 7'{3) isthe whole superstructure of the evange-
lical faith a fair Gedvetion from'the teachings of
Christ and his apostles? .

1} ¥s the Bibie an anthority from which there
is no appeal’ . .

(5) Are our conceptions eof right and wrong
absolniely reliable ? o )

8} Does human redion cound in religious dis-
cussion ?

If ihe Rev. 7. Cninness Rogers would
grapple with thece questions, and the difi-
culties indicated in this letter, I think he -«
might poszibly relieve a good deal o
anxiety. and reassure even devoud and lile.
long warshippers of the Christ—I am. &c.,

o ARTHUR CLAYDEX.

Upper Nerwood Jan. 25, '

THEE EDHITOR OF THE DAILY CHRONICLE.
S1r,—¥ see that Mr. Buchanazn, writing again
in your colwinas, rrises the guestion of miracles.
YWhen Mr. Lecky peuned his ©° History of
Rationzlism,’” e was able to take for granted
that miracles werenniversalty discredited among
semsible people ; and yet Lord Brongham had
already seen a élond rising In the cloudless skies
of scepticism, thongh no bigger than a man’s
hand, and * that cloud,” bhe said, “is modern
Spiritvalism.”. Now, it is only by refusing to
investigate the great body of evidence
afforded, say, in the publications of the
Seciety for DPsychical Research and else-
where (for instance, in occultist or theo-
sophical works), that scientific rationmalism
can falke up this free and easy position as regards
the abnormal phenomena we term miracles.
There s ro doubt that the growth of the
Christisn Church is very difficalt to explain, as
Christian cpologists have contended, without
admitting cither that Christ rose from the dead,
or thai he was universally Dbelieved hy Clris-
tizns to have done so. Nor ean the record of
miraculous events; be eliminated, without arbi-
trary viclence, from the hisforical portions of
the New .Testament. That the belief in their
aceurrence  powerfully influenced the followers
of Christ in tbe inferences they draw from
his own words and caresr as to  their
Master'snature and work, it is mareover
impossible to deny. Bui we must remember
that the aliezed miracles of Jesums are on the
#hole only eminent, arresting asserfions, and
instances of beneficent power—by them he fed
the hangry, enhanced innoeent pleasure, healed
diseose, brought back life where death bad
apparently trivinpied. And these effects may
be either vegorded as resulting from the inter-
vositidn of ecendt forees equelly sabject to law as
those with whaose operation we are more familiar,
©ras producsd by the wonder-working creative
Enéra¥ of a divicely-hencficent imagination.
Jan. 25, ] RODEN NOEL.
PR
THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY CHRONICLLE.
8IR,—The discussion now going on in vour
valuabhle paper appsars to me to deal with two
totally distinet, thongh fu reality inseparable
. auestions :—1. The faifv. 2. The faith in its
" reiation. to social problems. 3
With vegard to the second of these, i is with
gorrow I confess that Christianity is practically
; dead amongst us. Bub this is pot the fanlt of
- Christianity as taught by ber founder, but
“of Christianity as taugkt and piactised by
ber professors of the  present day, ke
_Enestion I ask my_slef I8: "Ave we justified
Tin saddling upon Ohrfﬁiaﬁify,w.ﬁ?aj_'_ggr'g?s}

—— | an@ nypocrisies of t&e- gtest: majority. who .
: - : B

Ty

profess her seving fruths P With regarg to the
second point, it is.curiousdo.

nlgoker, to see "
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