believes, that he calla :
levy is the “vital faith, real and
Baye an'™ Anglican Priest™. assert
—Eristianity that is dead I8 thal wh
In " Fell-fivg '
lieve it - himself. Though ‘on otker musters I
| dare say My, Bramwell Booth and myself wonld
End very fow Doints of agreement, stili for his outt-
Sboken protest againgt the religion of humbug I
and others must feel intensely gratefnl. It seems
to me, then, that it is want of submission to de-

re. - 8o'w
g that the
ich believes

of Christianity. We want sowme answer to, and
More astempt to Hve for, the falfilment of our
Divine Master's coramand, that **they gll may
be ane,” &c. To come inte the one fold of the
Churck, and hold the eatholio creeds, and get
back to the grand days of apostolic faith—this is
1 What will vevivity the dry bones. Unguestion-
| ably, those days were days of " life, vigour, and
[ truth. eise how are we o explain the wondrous

| victories won—victorias that we expect in vain

to-duy 17 the faith has lost its power, it is he-
] enuse of the disagresment of Christians amoengst
| themseives, fomented by the right which every
| one falsely thinks he possesses in religious mat-
[ ters; to judze for himself.—Yours faithfally,
F. P. WILLTAMSON,
St. Peter, Vaushall, Jan. 26.

Bir,—II the 0ld and New Testaments are the
title-deeds of Christianity, then I submit that in
relation to modern thought it is to ail purposes

i played ont. The oniy legical bodry of deetrine
! to be derived from an impartial study of fhese
i documents is what is ealied Calvinism, and tlhe
! groundivork of that systera is that man was ori-
| ginally made perfect, bnt when put to the test of
| temptation he fell, and through his fail inocuiated -
| the whole of the hnwan race with the virns of |
; total depravity ; God the Father, anxious for a |
i reconciliation with mazkind. and compelled also i
|

{

i

|

| ,
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to punish sin, conld only solve the problem by 4
sending his ouly begoiien Son Jesus Chrige |
inte  the ‘world, so that by  bis death, ;
as 3 vicariows sacrifice 0 the wrath of |
God, a way would be opened for mankind .
to regain the state of perfection which was lost
| through Adam’s dischedience. Those that be.
liaved in Christ as their Radesmer would, after
death, g0 to heaven, thoms that disbelieved in

i

?

! him would go to everlasting torments in Lel. .
J fire. 1
f
1

it the forsgoing summary is correct, “ essen-

i tial Curistionity ° means belief in the total de-

pravity of mankind at irth, belief in the Deity
and vicaricus atopsment of Jesus Christ, and tie
sternai torment of unbeiievers, Wow, I submis

; tD_a.}{: this view of ihings is totally at variance i
i Wit the bulk of modern thought, and ¥ wonld :
SENCusIy a8k, is  there in our universities, :

churches. nrchapeis an cdueaied clevgyman or -
minister that ean honestly 3ay he believes theso
degmas? If he answers that he does nos, then ¥
submit he has aoright to eall himself & Chrisiisn,
for it we look at the mutter from the
point of view of modern -thought, which view iz
the result of the toeching of the iden of evelntion,
man has pot fallen, but ricen. I submit thag
wiat most of yoar correspondents have been
writing about is not Christianity, bus natural
religion, the religion of Voltaire, Hume, \Gibhon,
and that great apostle of Radicalism and friend
of man Tnomas Polge, auther of * Rights of
Man " and “*The Ageof Reason,”” twobooks that
have done move towards humayising manking
thau oceans of pulpit rhotoric, In conclusion, I
veouid respecttully submit that what is arra.
gantly catied infidelity ** is wothing more than
the protest of the human heart agginst the
dogmas of *‘ essantinl Christiznity,”” apd » recog-
nition of the fact that ogtside man there is ng
salvation, and that if we are to be happy here
we can ouly be so by making others bappy.”
Jan, 26. : J
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S1E—~Mr. Bramwall Rooth informs us that the
Christianity of the Church of England is playeg |
out. He also guotes approviogly a bon mot of
the * Genera] "3 *“The Christianity that’ ds
Played out is that which was ‘naver’ worked fn.” |
Doss Mr. Booth meay o imply

Christiagiie & -

7 - simply because he doésn’t be-

fnite authority that is sausing the death by inches

108 10 10TgeL that the Zhpeal oF TR
ié'inﬂgtalyiw;lde_r 5%- “he JEtPat ]
veals to tha wan-in-gtreef,: hut ‘that -
Inst ey ;person does. ‘nOLoeonstitute the
whole of sociefy. Men’s intellects, as wygl) a5
their sense of fear—and, as far'as I can make
ont, it i3 to the fear of death that Mr, Baoth's
felfow workers appeal—require satisfaction.
Hence one {though by no means the most-impor. |
tant) eharactertstic of Catholic —teaching is
authority. T have often listened with much sd;.
tition to Salvation Army preachers, and have
noted that one argnment is always paramoupt in

their discourses. It is this: “You will want

A¥iour when you die.” Ts this the Christianity
that conguers the world? I think not. I
S28T0E to me to be that very * other-worldlipess
Wwhich has established a dnalista in Iife, - ‘The !
Chiirch has, oz the other hand, zlways told !
me that ¥ want n Savionr while 1 live.
This surely is the faith that brings the two .
worlds of eternity and mortslity together, and -
bridges what wonld otierwise be an Impassable
gulf. *Yn the midst of life we are in death,”
The Caurch tells me that I cannet livewithous
Chirist, and in the Sacrament ke has left a5 the
undving memorial of his death and passion sha
nids me find him who will Lielp meto live in ths
Pregent as in the future.

The Christian¥y that iz plaved out is, ¥ sub-
mit, none other than that which separated this .
world from the next. By cbseuring the nature
of that mystie body in which the supernatoral
power of Christ is ever active, * the dissidence
of Dissent and the Protastantism of Protestants?’
has serionsly pur back the advent of God’s rule
on earth—iy ferra sient é +n celo. I know of no
writer who hus so clearly expressed this tloughe
75 Carlrle jn his sssay on Diderot. Yastly,
may ¥ end with a guotation from the last pub-
lished work of Dean Churek f—* If then you fnd
yourself dealing with the claims of the Kingdom
of Ged, and sitting in judgment upon them, re.
rognise what you ave gquestioning. Recognise
that you are jodging the sreatest spiritual and
moral force in the worid. And, af least. take
- care that vou know what Christianity is before
. you jndge . ‘Pake it all in, not parfially or by -
! suppositions ; take it all in, afl that such life and i
. reality imply, such living power, living you koow
{ not how and reaching vou knew mot whither, |
{ but certainly living and workimng: take it all in, |
{and abl fhial would ot be 9f all ihis were nof. Ang |
i i you don'tknow it, and eannot know it, as,ouly
{ it can bo known, owa to yonvself that you don't
| know it, and be as modest as all men ought to be
! abont whar they don’t know.”—Yours. &c..
2ierton College, Oxtord. W, K. F.
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S1r,—Oneaspectofthe aseiasnot yot beenput,
for the statement of which 1 shonld like strongly
to plead permission. The distinction between;
Christianity as the docirine of Christ, and that |
which, under 1the guise of crthodos and other !
Christianity, has heen preached and practized in [
{ his name, has already been suificiently pointed |
out; but the relation of that hydra-headed de- ;
parture from the truth of Christ to the teaching |
of Christ himself, aud the resson and law of |
suelt declension, have not even been hinted, |
germane as these things are to the guestion dis- »
cussed. 7 ;
There are those, Sir, who not only, as
| many do, sorrowinlly admit that the doctrines
‘and divided condition of the Church are the
i cauge of the world’s unbelief, but who hold, as
part of their fundamental position, that that
i Church was, through perversion of Christiaa
: truth, and as a spiritual teacher, to come_to its
end, that it hos accordingly done %o, and that
another and truer Churchh ar_body tor d(;_Cth:;e
wag to take its place a3 the instructor of m =t
kind, Thisis tII}ie strain of the New Testament.’
All the prophecies of judgment uttered by the
Lord and his apostles are against that corrupted,
consummated Church; and it was becouse of this
corruption and connected with it that he was to
come again. These prophecies of the Second
Coming are invariably convected with this
{ailing away from the faith: and who
could fall away from the taith but those who p‘ad
professsed it? Judgment everywhere begins * at
the Hoase of God.” It weuld be easy enough to
demonstrate that such perversion of the Lord’s
teaching has overtaken every variety of the creed
| of Christendom—from its Tripity of Persons,
through its subst:tutmnag:y FLtOnemez'lt, its salva-
tion by iaith alone, andits resurrection of mate-
rial bodies, down to its exhibition of a material
helPfize grepared by God as u punishment for
the sing of this life.” It is these vieious things
themselves and their thousand vicions ‘applica-
tions which bave brought the Church in Chris-
tendom internaily and vitally to an end and
plunged the world in unbelief. g L
- But 8id Jesus Christ not expect su
ly. ortcorél Yo him




