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THE SCARLET LETTER. ‘BROKEN HEARTS.” ON THE ROAD, JUNE 1L
A New Phy, in a Prologue and Four Aots, . el Mol e
Ly Alee Nelson, Prologne by Charles Charrington, ot 35 Monday, June 4th, Spetial Morning Pertormance | AanraN Niours (Hawtrey).—Grand Theatro, Leeds,
fornded on Nathaviel Hawthorne’s famous Novel, The Lady Hild\ iR T A0 Araunay N (Qlotee)i XLl Y Al
' VOMAN'S GEANCE.—Theatre Royal, Coventry.

wud produced at a matinée at the Olympic Theatre
on T June th, 1533,
CHARACTERS 1N PROLOGUE.

\rthur Dimmesdale . + Mr Ciiarues CHARRINGTON

o Mr JAMES FERNAY
Mr CUAKLES ALLAN

Mr Wiiuiam Luea

Miss Litiay MILwARD

Miss JANET ACHURCH

1ie
Andrew Trenc
Phebe

Hester Pryune.

CHARACTERS 1N
Arthur Dimmesdale

toser Chillingworth.
Melehisedeck
tev. John Wilson .
Governor Bellingham .
Captain Loraine .

Pray
Mr CHARLES CHARRINGTON
Mr JAMES FERNANDEZ

Mr Jony TRESAHAR

Mr G. K. Fuss

Mr Frep. HARRISON

Mr BENIAMIN WiBSTRR
Mr Hawiutos Kxiour
Miss DoLones DRusivosn
Miss CuARLOTTE N
Miss MaRoAR

ACE MURIELLE

Miss JANET ACUURCU

The second adaptation of ** The Scarlet Letter,” pro-
duced duriug the past week, begius well and ends well ;
put in the middle is not only weak, but wearisome. Mr
(Cbarles Charrington has supplied a capital prologue,
and Mr Alec Nelson has not shirked the tragic termina-
fon to the sad story of the loves of Hester Prynne and
Arthur Dimmesdale. Unfortunately, however, he has
cen fascinated by the character of Mistress Hibbins,
and this uncanny creature, with her interminable talk
about the Black Oue of the Forest, is allowed to become
& dreary bore, destroying the interest and provoking to
Qumber.  The scene of the prologue is the home of
or Prynne, in a village near Flymouth, It is her
irthday, aud the little maidens, who are her neigh-
bours, come to sing songs of joy aud congratulation
beucath her window, thus exciting the indignation—the
Chghteous * indignation—of the sour visaged Rev,
Ehenezer Irous,  Hester’s heart iy full of the sunshine
of gladuess, but a cloud of sadness comes when Arthur
Dimmesdale, who has learnt to love her, aud bas won
her heart, tells his love, and at the same time aunounces
his immediate departure on gospel work for Salem,
Massachusetts,  With the home-coming of her learned
and elderly husband, whom she has married to please
her father, she strives to forget her lover, but is startled
by the news that she, too, is to leave at once for New
England, and to await Roger’s coming in Salem. The
first act and part of the secoud of the Royalty
yersion are here rolled into one, and when the
act.drop rises again Hester takes her place on the
pillory platform in the market-place, falls in a swoon
P the appearance of Dimmesdale, aud with mind
distraught babbles of ber birthday in thu' old home, and

The Lady Mel e
The Lady Amanthis
Prince Florian

Miss LiLy HaNBURY
Miss SYBIL GREY
Mr Lewis WALLER
ousta ... Mr Ricuarp TEMPLE
The Lady Vav Miss Katé RORKE
Mr W. S. Gilbert’s fanciful, interesting, and serious
play named above was revived last week at the Orystal
Palace with a cast which iacluded Mr Lewis Waller as
Prmce)Florian, Mr Richard Temple as Mousta, Miss
Kate Rorke as the Lady Vavir, Miss Julia Neilson as
the Lady Hilda, Miss Lily Haubury as the Lady
Melusiue, and Miss Sybil Grey as the Lady Amanthis,
On Monday afternoon the performance, with the same
cast, was repeated at the Savoy Theatre before a large
and delighted audience. It may be interesting to
recall to the memory of the reader the fact that
when the piece was originally produced at the
Court Theatre, then under the direction of Mr Hare,
in Deoembgr, 1875, the Lady Hilda was Mrs Kendal,
the Lady Vavir, Miss Bessic Hollingshead ; the Prince
Florian, Mr Keudal; and the Mousta, Mr G. W.
Anson. The revival was particularly welcome to
admirers of Mr Gilbert, for, as we have before told,
Broken Hearts, in the opinion of many, is an advance
even upon such splendid work as is to be found in
Pygmalion and Galatea, The Palace of Truth, and The
Wicked World. There are innumerable lines in the
text that fall like pleasant music on the car, and, as we
have said, the piece is of as much value as a poem as it
isas a play. Let us briefly as possible refresh the
memory of the playgoer with regard to the story. In
the Island of Broken Hearts dwell the individuals whose
names we have mentioned. The ladies, Vavir alone
excepted, have loved, but have loved in vain, and, with
broken hearts
Knit by the sympathy of kindred woe,
Have sought this isle far from the ken of man.
Mousta, the hideous, hump-backed dwarf who attends
on them, has been smitten by the beauty of the Lady
Hilda, and love for her has taken possession of his
heart. He seeks some spell for the removal of his
ugliness, and he would very much like to keep from the
island the handsome young Prince Florian, who
approaches in a boat. But Florian carries a magic
scarf which, being thrown across the face, makes its
owner invisible, and by its aid he baffles the dwarf, and
lands upon the Island of Broken Hearts, Hilda and
Vavir have in_jest pledged their lov the one to a
rippling fountain, the other to a sun-dial, and ‘‘have so
dwelt upon this idle fancy, keeping it alive with songs
and sighs and vows of constancy,” that they have
tricked themselves into a love akin to that they have
foresworn. The Prince coming upon the Lady Vavir as
she woos her idol and decks it with garlands is
d and delighted, and to her love he makes

of the joyous songs that greeted her. g, she
isassisted by Roger, who, demauding the name of her
betrayer, mects only with a firm refusal, The scene of
the secord act is the hall in the house of Governor Bel-
lingbam, where he and the Rev. Wilson and Roger
Chillingworth discuss the propriety of taking Hester’s
child from her custody ; where Mistress Hibbins is
allowed to tolk overmuch ; where there is a good deal
of superiluous comment with respect to the needlework
upon which Hester has been employed, aud where
Roger Chillingworth notes the curious fact that Arthur
Dimmesdale Las Lis Dible open at the chapter treating
of the woman taken in adultery, The third act takes
us to the forest, where Mistress Hibbins is allowed to
orate for nearly fifteen minutes and to sorely tax
the patience of ber hearers. Then follows a meeting

between Hester and her husband, who calls up
renembrances of their mariage, proclaims himself a
wood hiater, and glories in the fact that to Arthus

wesdale he has been as a fiend ever at his elbow
At his heartstrings, Later, Hesterand
Arthur mect again. o him she reveals the fact that
Roger is her husband, and to him also she points the
way to peace and Lappiness across tae seas, and pro-
inises to be his companion, But the way of escape lies
in another direction, and in the fiual act, Arthur, with
Hester, mounts the pillory, coufesses his sin to the
assembled crowd, bares his breast and shows the brand
Le has himself impressed, and dies. *‘ He
Bias escaped me,” hoarsely whispers the revengeful
Roger Chillingworth, and the curtain falls, The details

and ever ¢

of the first act ave very cleverly worked out, and the
dénoucinent, although sad, is, as we have said, alto-
gether more satisfactory than the *“happy ending L
contrived for the Dean-street house. Miss Janet

Achurch at Lier hest in the prologue aud in the
opening act. In the one there was a delightful exhibi-
tion of gitlish joy, and in the other was reached the
deepest depths of sorrow and despair, Miss Dolores
Drummond had the ungrateful task of representing
Mistress Hibbins, but not all her skill and earnestness
could prevent the part from becoming tiresome.
1 was little Miss Grace Murielle,

A delightful Pear
aud Miss Gatrude Kingston did some very good
work s the sympathetic Mary Barton. Mr Ben-

jamin  Webster ~coutrived to briug into something
of promivence the part of Captain Loraine in the
latact, Mr John Tresabar got out of the character of
Melehisedeek all the humour that was in it, and that
was ot mneli 3 while Mr G, R. Foss aud Mr Charles
Allan made the most of their opportunities as respee-
tively the pious Johiu Wilson and the canting Ebenezer
Trons, Mr Charrington began well and ended well as
Arthur Dimmesdale, but during the rest of the play

1
was far too lngubrious and monotonous to be interest-
ing. Mr James Fernandez as the husband of Hester
1 T

Pryine showed how “reserved force” may be made
foreible ;s and Mr William Lugg is entitled to com-
sendatory notice for bis handling of the part of Andrew
Teanch in the prologne.  With the end of the play,
which was adinirably staged, there was a call for the
author, and Mr Alec Nelson bowed his acknowledgment
of the compliment offered bim. 1f, however, he intends
10 again present The Scarlet Letter to the public we
would strongly advise him to burn his witch, or, should
Iy )'«)ul' a more mereiful disposition, to put a gag in her
outh,

THE ACTOR AND HIS CREDITOR.

N .

Tn the Bloomshury County Court, on Monday, his
Honour Judge Bacon had before him thc'i_ case t:f (/;ubb

t

reply. Poor Vavir's heart is fairly fettered. A similar
trick is played upon the Lady Melusine, whois made to
hold sweet discourse with her mirror, and als» upon the
Lady Hilda, sitting by her fountain and mourning as
dead the Prince Florian she once so fondly loved in
secret. In the second act Mousta, having stolen the
talisman, uses 1t to disclose his passion to the Lady
Hilda, and the Lady Vavir, encountering the Prince,
now visible, abandons her desire for death, and prays to
live to worship him and enjoy his love. When to the
Lady Hilda Mousta rcveals himself she is indignant at
what she supposes is a cruel jest, but, learning that the
dwarf is in ecarnest, she cajoles him to part with the
talisman, and then defies him., Tu Prince Florian she
presently recognises the man she adored in the years
gone by, and would reveal herself but that she is a
Witness of a scene in which poor Vavir, undeceived by
Florian, who has really given his heart to her sister,
falls swooning in his arms. In the third act the Lady
Vavir dies, and Mousta, repentant, gives to Florian the
ring which is the sign of Hilda’s vow. The highest
honours in the representation were undoubtedly carried
off by Miss Kate Rorke as the Lady Vavir. The
impervonation throughout was marked by grace and
tenderness, and was of a character to command gencral
and heartfelt sympathy. 1t is quite safe to say that a
more beautiful aud touching rendering of the part has
not been known upon the stage. Miss Julia Neilson
was the admired of all as the Lady Hilda, Her wooing
at the fountain was very pretty, and although there
was some lack of power the house was evidently moved
by ker fine show of indignation, scorn, and defiance in
the scene with the treacherous Mousta in the second
act. The Lady Hilda’s speech to the dwarf when he
bas gained possession of the talisman it so eloquent a
passage of the play that we are tempted once more to
quote it. Says the heautiful maiden as she turns upon
the amorous trickster—
Unarnied be thou,
As all should be who use a deadly power
To such foul traitrous ends! Iam thy bride—
1am thy bride! Make thou the very most
0f such poor comfort as those words may hold.
Proclaim thy v 1 to thyself,
“She is my bride. 1 wrung an oath from her
With miserable lics. She is my bride !
She saved my wretched life, and, in revurn,
1 poison hers—but still she is my bride.
She shudders at my all polluting touch ;
She lcathes my mean and miserable soul
What matters it, 5o that she is my bride 2
Oh, purblind fool ! thy plot so subtly laid
Is laid too subtly, ard the cunning snare
That trapped the bird is laid too cunningly ;
For as 1t made me thy poor prisoner,
So shail it hold me from thy deadly grasp
For ever and for ever ! Raise thine head
‘And look upon thy bride for once and all ;
For, by the Heaven above, the eye of man
Shall never rest upon my face again !
Mr Ricbard Temple played Mousta with really remark-
able power, his greatest triumph being in the exhibition
of the dwarf’s mingled grief, rage, and despair when the
Lady Hilda has turned against him the talisman he has
used to wreck her happiness. Mr Lewis Waller added
to his recent successes by a thoroughly intelligent and
clever impersonation of Prince Florian, and_the Ladies
Melusine and Amanthis were gracefully and pleasantly
impersonated by respectively Miss Lily Hanbury and
Miss Sybil Grey. The one scene made a dehightful
stage picture, and frequent calls and hearty applause
gave proof of the enjoyment of all present.
R

An Actor's Difficulties.
County Court, on Tuesday. the

V. Elworthy on a judgment s, The
did ot appear, and the plaintiff asked for an order for
Lis committal.

His Honour—How do you know he is an_actor ?
Phintifi—He is a member of Mr Augustus Harrig's
company, aud has heen engaged by My Harris regularly
for the past five years.

His Honour—\What salary does he get? Plaintifi—I
camot tell that.

His Henow Vell, what sort of parts does he play ?
Plaintiff—Very good parts.

HisHonour—W hat parts? Plaintiff—Very prominent.
Heis about the fourth name down the list of actors.

His Honour—-You must tell me what salary he has
before I can commit him. How was it T made an order
for 1 per month ¥ Plaintifi—It was his own offer,

r:lh Honour—Is he still in the same compauy ? Plain-
Ul —Yes,
His Honour—Then why have you waited for eleven

Jer? Plaintiff—Because we have

months after the ord 1
You see, he travels

uot been able to cateh him befos
about from one town to another.

His Honour—Yes, but the places where they go are
very well known Plaintifi—Unfortunately, they only
alvertise the places about a week before the engage-
Inents commence, and <o by the time we get a summons
vutin one town they are off to another. )

His Honour—If you had come sooner with the judg-
ment I might bave helped you. You can always find
ont where an actor is when he is engaged by the adver-
tisements in the papers. _ Plaintifi—We bave used every
Weans i our power to find him, and we served him
s soon as we possibly could. .

His Honour— Very well; there will be an order for
Lis committal for ten days.

9 are meeting
As we

Proressor Croc educated horses
With most gratifying suceess in the provinces.
kave said, they can do everything but talk,

In the W

case of Rimmel v.
Bayley on a jud
examined by the
that he was emp
that he bad a salary there
member of the Babbington ¥
teription to_ that of six guineas a year. He lived at
Hill-street, Knightsbridge, and paid 8s. a week for bis
apartments. He would pay 10s. a month off the debt.
Plaintifi’s representative said that he‘cuuld pay more
than that, but the defendant said he did not know how
Jong the engagement would last. He expected to have
to leave in six weeks, An order for 10s. & month was

made.

Humpbrey came before Judge
t The d dant wa

plaintiff’s representative, and stated
loyed at the Haymarket Theatre, and
of 30s. a week. He wasa
Club, and he paid a sub-

—-—
uest was held at Cardiff on Thursday on the

AN in
body of ‘Harrict Elizabeth Symonds, a property woman
b local circus, who died on Wednesday from hydro-

vhobia. On April 8th last she was soratched slightly
on the thumb by a fox terrier connected with the circus,
Symptoms of hydrophobia appeared on Thursday last
week, and after suffering great agony the woman d‘lEL‘
on Wednesday. The dcu:t;n;1 xa:d the deoeast‘:d s efogte-
was greatly i y the disgracef
:;e?\bmobgnssenfbled around the house, and while the
unfortunate woman, tied down by ropes to a bed, was
writhing in pain, indulged in discordant noises and ges-
ticulations, and refused to disperse. The coroner
ttrongly censured the mob, and said the scenes which
from Simorning to night were enacted in fron of the
house were a disgrace to an important port like Cgrdlﬁ
and to civilisation. The jury, in rcturning a verdict of
death from hydrophobia, endorsed the coroner’s censure,

DIk t 76, Blackheath-hill, Greenwich, on Tuesday,
s, 8t Yewis Nanton (Miss Pauline Burctte),

Widow of the late Lewis Nanton.

Vi

BARRISTER, The,—Theatre Royal, Hull,

BraTrICE Co.—Theatre Royai, Blackburn,

BLuk HuNGa!l v Baxp.—Exhibition, Glasgow,

COMEDIE ANGLA La.—Public Hall, Tralee.

CREAMER'S CoMPaNY.—Opera House, Chatham,

EPING SHADOWS.—Aldershot.

or Paris,—Theatre Royal, Darlington,

CRrOCKER'S Envcaten HORSES.—Wigan,

CROOKED PaTHS.—Princess’s Theatre, Glasgow,

:. The.—Theatre Royal, Bristol.

asH (Hardacre). —Theatre Royal, Stockton,

& (Hardacre). —Tyne Theatre, Newcastle,

—Theatre Royal, Sheflicld.

.—Theatre Royal, Cardiff.

Licrrs.—Theatre Royal, Leicester,

FaMmine. —New Theatre, Stockport.

FuGITIVE, The.—Surrey Theatre, London,

GaME oF Lirg.—Alhambra Theatre, Barrow.

GopLIN.—Prince of Wales’s Theatre, Grimsby.

LADDER (Dornton).—Dudley.

¢ BLinD,—Theatre Royal, Huddersfield,
—Theatre Royal, Hanley.

Ak OF THE Law.—Theatre Royal, Leeds.

RY, Mrs,—Fifth Avenue Theatre, New York,

rKs.—Theatre Royal, Preston.

LeAHY AND O'BEIRNE'S OPERA CO,—Carmarthen,

LINGARD, Miss,—Her Majesty’s Theatre, Dundee.

MinGeT MINSTRELS, —Newsome’s Circus, Edinburgh.

Mizpai,—Alexandra Theatre, Sheffield,

Moobik, Louise,.—Theatre Royal, Bath.

MR BARNES OF N&w YORK (Stephens).—P., Manchester.

MR BaRNES oF New York (Carlton),—T. R., Halifax.

MuLpoox’s ProNic.—Grand Theatre, Derby.

MystEry Hansod Ca (B. Chatterton).—Northampton.

Mystery Hansoy Cab (Chatterton) —Birmingham.

Mystkry HaNsoy CaB (Carlton).—Prince’s, Accrington.

My SWRETHEART (Casson).—New Theatre, Swausea,

NATIONAL COMEDY VARIETY Co.—T. R., Longton,

NORMAN, Gertrude,.—Theatre Royal, Eastbourne.

OuiverTE.—Theatre Royal, Plymouth.

Oy 'CHANGE.—Theatre Royal, Worcester.

PASSION'S SLAVE —Grand Theatre, Nottingham,

Shields.

—Brighton.

N . E.—Yarmouth.

POINTSMAN, The.—Theatre Royal, Bradford.

PRISONERS AT THE BAR,—Grand Theatre, Cardiff.

PRIVATE SECRETARY.—St, George’s Hall, Llandudno.

RAGS AND BoNEs.—Theatre Royal, Jarrow.

REDEMPTION.—Theatre Royal, St. Helens.

RousBEy, Arthur,—Theatre Royal, Croydon.

SECRETS OF THE PoLicE.—Victoria Theatre, Bolton,

SHADOWS OF A GREAT Cr1Y.—Pavilion T., London.

SILVER KING (A).—Opera House, Cork.

SiLvER KING (B).—Northwich,

R, Janette.—Gaiety Theatre, Dublin,

STREAK 0’ SUNSHINE.—Star Theatre, Wolverhampton,

TrypEsT TosskD,—Theatre Royal, Rotherham.

‘Yours.—Liverpool,

South
Co.

@

A Copy o “THE Era” will be forwarded direct
from the office to any address in the United Kingdom for
six stamps, Address, the PUBLISHER, 49, Wellington-
street, Strand, London,

In the Queen’s Bench Div
Baron Huddleston and Mr Justice Charles, came up the
action Van Duzer v. Hawthorne. Mr Crump, Q.C.
(with whom was Mr J. E. Bankes), said this was an
appeal against an order of Mr Justice Denman giving the
defendant, Miss Grace Hawthorne, of the Princess’
Theatre, unconditional leave to defend the action which
was brought upon an assignment of a debt of £100 for
goods sold and delivered by an American Lithographic
Company. The defendant filed an affidavit to the effect

on, on Monday, before

a

ROYAL GENERAL THEATRICAL FUND.
et

Mr Augustus Harris again showed the kindly interest
be takes in the good work being carried on by the above-
named excellent institution by giviug the use of Drury-
lane Theatre for its annual benefit performance, which
took place on Thursday last, and secured a large
audience, attracted chiefly, of course, by the liberal
character of the programme the fund’s directors had
been able to arrange through the generous and willing
co-operation of many managers and a small army of
popular members of the theatrical profession. The
performance commenced as early as one o'clock with the
first act of Mr Robert Buchanan’s Vaudeville comedy,

“ JOSEPH'S SWEETHEART.

Joseph Andrews Mr H. B. Co;
Llewellyn ap Gri FREDKRICK
Squire Booby Mr Sc.r Beist
Lora Fellanar Mr CykiL Mavpe
Sir Harry Dapper Mr FRANK GILLMORE
Parson Adams Mr Tiomas THORNE
Miss Kate Rok
Miss ELZA JOUNSTONE
Miss GRACE ARNOLD
V eoene Miss VANE
Joseph Andrews was guilty of the beresy of thinking
somebody more heautiful than my Lady Boohy, as he i3
nightly guilty at_the popular bhouse iu the Strand, and
his guiltiness, like his love for Fanny Goodwill, was
admirably set forth by Mr H, B. Conway. The audi-
ence laughed at the Llewellyn ap Griffith, with Welsh
blood in his veins, as portrayed by Mr Fred. Thorne,
and langhed, too, over Miss Eliza Johnstone’s ““ni
derangement of epitaphs” in the character of Mrs
Slipslop, Miss Vane as Lady Booby was admired in
the scene of the suggestion of ambitious love to
Joseph ; Miss Grace Arnold made a very pleasiog Lady
Spangle ; and Miss Kate Rorke well earued for Fanny
the right to the title of **flower of the village.” Mr
Thomas Thorne had a cordial greeting as Parson Adams
and although the parson’s scraps of Latin were ““ caviare
to the geueral,” they scemed to add to the geueral
iversion, The *“old fossil "—** the dem'd old fossil
as Lord Fellamar—well played by Mr Cyril Maude—calls
him, commanded great applause when_ he apologised to
his lordship because he was a lord, and then called him
aliar seeing that he wasonly a man, At the couclusion
of the act Mr Courtice Pounds appeared and gave a fine
rendering of the romance I worship Ler, and her
alone,” from Zhe Marquis (Lacome), Mr Pounds, who
was accompanied by Mr Edward Solomon, was compli-
mented by hearty cheering. Then came the opening act
of Mr Arthur W. Pinero’s comedy,

“ SWEET LAVEN:

Fanny Goodwill .
Mrs Slipslop. ...
y Spangle

Clement Hale
. Delant
Dick Phenyl,
Horace Bream
Mr Bulger....
Mrs Giltillian
Minnie ..
Ruth Rolt.

isg Maupe MiLLere
Miss CARLTTA ADDISON
Lavender Miss NORREYS
In Sweet Lavender, now running so successfully at
Terry’s Theatre, the author, as we have pointed out,
has departed somewhat from she strictly farcical lines
he followed in some of his most notable successes of
vecent years, and, although providing many excuses for
laughter, occasionally makes laughter give place to
silent interest and to heartfelt sympathy. There is,
however, not much of this in the first act, and on
Thursday the audience at Drury-lane had opportuity
to indulge in almost unrestrained merriment, this
coming chiefly, as will be guessed, of the droll
appearanee and droll acting of Mr Edward Tewry as
Dick Phenyl, the unkempt barrister, who knows a good
deal more about the bar where potent liquors are
dispensed than about that which deals with the law.
The first look at Dick, as on the night when the
piece was originally played, set the house in a roar,
and the hilarity was continued every time Le
opened his mouth either to let out a smart saying or to
letina * her,” The 1 king between Clement

that she was informed and believed that the
was not a valid assignment, and that she believed it to
have been given without consideration. Mr Fraser
M‘Leod said he understood that Mr Justice Denman
took the course he had on the ground that the document
was not an absolute assignment, but a mere assignment
of debt by way of mortgage. Their lordships, having
inspected the document, came to the conclusion that it
was an absolute assignment, Baroa Huddleston remark-
ing that he had no doubt Mr Justice Denman had
amived at the conclusion he had merely on the
affidavit, and not having seen the assignment. They
therefore entered judgment for the plaintift for the £100,
with costs.

THE directors of the Longton and District Theatre
Company, on the 31st ult., entertained at dinner, at the
Crown and Anchor Hotel, Longton, Mr Wallace Revill,
the ex-lessee of the Theatre Royal and Opera House,
and Mr E. St. Quinten Dent, his acting-manager,
Councillor D. Chapman, chairman of the directors,
occupied the chair, and Councillor G- €. Kent, solicitor
to the company, the vice-chair. Mr Revill expressed
his sense of the high honour which the directors had
done him. He had been in Longton just nine months,
and during that time he bad grown very fond of the
town and the very warm-hearted people he had had the
good fortune to meet. While regretting that he was
parting with that branch of the business, hie desired to
tender his sincere thanks to the directors for the very
straightforward and honourable way in which they had
dealt with him as regarded incovporating the old theatre
with the new. He was confident that one good theatre
would pay in Longton, while two could not possibly do
so. As regarded the new theatre, he considered it would
be a masterpiece of ingenuity and skill, and he wished
sincerely that the speculation might be attended with

every possible success.

MR IGNATIUS DONNELLY, * the discoverer of the great
Cryptogram,” arrived at Stratford-on-Avon last week,
but it was deemed advisable to keep his visit a seeret, as
it wasdoubtful whether the inhabitants would feel kiudly
disposed towards him. The secret ultimately leaked out,
but the people treated Shakespeare’s critic most kindly,
and prominent citizens have entertained bim liberally.
Mr Donnelly has, during his stay, made the customary
round of inspection, He visited the poet’s birthplace
under the guidance of Mr Sam Timmins, one of the
trustees, and was apparently much interested in what
he saw. The vicar, the Rev. G. Arbuthnot, escorted
him over the parish church, showing him Shakespeare's
grave and monument, and entries of baptism aud burial
in the parish church, The chronicler adds that when

s | in the church Mr Donnelly was seen to bend reverently

over the poet’s grave, and he was left alone for a few
minutes.

Iy the House of Commons, on Thursday, Mr S.
Smith asked the Secrctary of State for the Home
Department whether his attention had been drawn to
the verformances on Whit Monday at the Crystal Palace
of a female aeronaut, who ascended some mile and
a-half in the air hanging to a balloon by her teeth; and
whether he was prepared to take any steps for the sup-
pression of such exhibitions, Mr Matthews in reply
said that he had not seen an account of the prrform-
ance, but was advised that the law did not prohibit
public.performances on account of their danger to an
adult performer, and that he had no authority to inter-
fere. The law left these matters to the good taste and
feeling of the community, which he hoped would always
be sufficient to discourage any unseemly exhibition. He
understood that the danger in this case was more
apparent than real, as the woman was really suspended
from the car.

Ox Saturday night a drama entitled Luther and His
Time was to have been acted at Berlin for the first time
by the students of the Berlin University. The theatre
wae filled in every part, but after the overture a
student appeared before the curtain, announcing that in
consequence of the interference of the censor, the
performance could not take place. At the last moment
B was found that so many passages had heen erased
that the work was completely mutilated. The scene
between Luther and the fwmous vendor of indulgences,
Tetzel, had been expunged. The name of a conitemporary
of Luther—Bebel—had to be changed. The word
Papist was also prohibited. The necessary changes

having been made, the piece was producedon Wednesday.

Hale and ** Swect Lavender,” as shown by Mr Bernard
Gould and Miss Rose Norreys, was voted delightful, and
everybody was charmed by the appcarance of Miss
Maude Millett as Minnie. All the others engaged ren
dered good support, and with the laugliter was mineled
hearty applause eloquent of ligh appreciation. Miss
Genevieve Ward was the neat to appear, the entrauce
of the accomplished actress being the sigual for general
acclamation, With fine force aud depth of feeling and
maguifiecnt elocutionary skill she recited *The Lument
of the Widow of Glencoe.” The next item on the bi
was the fist ac of Mr Hall Caine’s Princesss play
“ BE! .CHREE.”
. Me W
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Dan Mylrea
Mona Mylrea M
Mr ClARLE:
Mr AUsTIS MELFORD
Mr Jony MACLEAN
Mr H. Coorek CLIFFE
Mr GEORGE BAKKEIT
Mr S, MURRAY CARSC
Mr FRANK PITSTONE
Mr J. WeLcit
MrT. W. PERCYVAL
My G. Howarp BERNAGE
Miss LiLtik BrLMOKE
L Mrs Huosos Kuesy
“ Everybody knows what Dan Mylrea ix” says Dan
fu this piece, when he has finished bis description of
his revengefui slaughter of the oxen that disappointed
hitn in bis ploughing match. If everybody does uot,
everybody should, for, as imypersorated by Slr Wilson
Barrett, he is worth studyin It is in the first act of
the play we get the two sides of Dau’s nature, the
good, the gentle, the loving in the scenc of childish
Teminiscences with Mona; the bad and the fierce
in the gquarrels with Ewan Mr Wilson Barrett’s
acting made a great fmpression, aud  we doubt
not that many who made Dan's acquaintance hl:ru
will be eager to follow him home and to attend bim
to the end of his evertful carecr. Miss Eastlake brought
her tvmpathetic style to bear with goud results on the
puit of Mona, and the support all round showed the
N exfection that proverbially comes of practice. Alovely
forest scene was provided for the next feature of the
bill, which was ** L'Invitation i la Valse,” arranged by
Madame Katti Lanuer, and introducing as premiére
danscuse Mdlle. Marie Giuri, from La Scala, Milan,
supported by the corps de ballet from the oyal Italian
Opera, Covent-garden. Mdlle. Giuri is undoubtedly a
mistress of poetry of motion, aud her gaceful
movements, and_particularly her marvellous piroucttes
on one foot fairly brought down the houss. At the
end of the ballet she was presented with a beautiful
basket of flowers, Dr Arthur Roberts next amused
the company with his comic song “Off, very much off.”
The last dramatic selection for the day was the second
scene of the fourth act of Augustin Daly’snew version of
«THE TAMING OF THE SHREW.”
Miss AbA REUAY
Mrs G. H. GILBERT
Mr Jony DreEw
Mr JAMES LEWIS
Mr Joskpit HOLLAND
Mr W. GLEke
. Mr Jouy Muoke
The first act had been announced for rep! sentation,
Eut Mr Daly thought fit to make a change. The whole
representation has been so recently reviewed at length
in these columns, that it will suffice to say now that
Mr John Drew as Petrucio did his taming with abun-
daut spirit ; that Miss Reban, who was cordially wel-
comed, was delightfully amusing in ker submission and
in her intermittent rebellion; and that the support
given by their companions was beyond reproach, and
was greatly admired, The bill was completed by
Mr Walter Clifford, with a good rendering of the
old song *‘Simon the Cellarer ;7 by Mr Charles
Gollette with the now popular * Gilhooly’s Party,”
where there was Jamb and ham aud beer in a bucket,
the mixture getting into the heads aud legs of the
guests and resulting in “a devil of a jam ™ and some-
thing worse ; by the Moore and Burgess Minstrels, who,
With the popular Mr G. W. Moore at their head, ga
an epjoyable selection from their wdlagocke‘l e
tory, Mr Eugene Stratton gaining especial favour for
s fanny and cleverly rendered whistliug ditty, aud Mr
Moore creating & furore with “I’ut on the golden
gword ;7 and by the Two Macs, whose funny business
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set the house in a roar,

“ | scene are let into his secret.

“BABY ; OR,

Farcical Comed

Produced at the
Manrice Lindicy
Fdward Lyall
Mr Thorne
Dr. Hottfohm
Poli

A SLIGHT MISTAKE.”

1 Three Acts, by Walton Hook,
deville Theatre, June 7th, 1555,
Mr EDGAR SMART

Mr Frep, Poweun
Mr Fravg Motiey
r GRAIAME SL
Mr THOMAS PAXTON
L MOWBRAY

Woon

5 GWYNNE
Miss Kate Javes
Mrs Babbage . Miss MAUDE BRENNAN

The new and original farcical comedy, in three acts,
by Walton Hook, origiually produced at the Theatro
Royal, Ipswich, on Monday, and performed at the
Vaudeville Theatre on Thursday afternoon, did not
prove a very promising example of dramatic art. 1f it
is the intention to take Baby into the country, the bant
ling may derive some additional strength in the fresh alr
and active life of the provinces, but we fear it has hardly
the requisite vigour to endure the exciting atmosphere
of an evening represeutation in town, for it appeared
somewhat languid even at tbe afternoon performance at
the Vaudeville, There is not sufficient cleverness i
the construction to hide the weak points of the subject.
Nor have the. the force and individuality to
compensate for the lack of freshness and originality in
the conception. The **slight mistake,” which is the
sub-title of the comedy, is dangerously suggestive of
other slight mistakes made by the author m putting
Baby before the public. The audience in the very first

i He takes them so varly
into his confidence that all through the three acts
they are waiting for the long-delayed dénoucment
which is anticipated five minutes after the curtain has
risen. The comedy starts with something like an idea
of fun. We learn that Maurice Liudley, a young
husband devotedly attached to his pretty wife, is
expecting the visit of an old college chum, Edward
Lyall, who has been away in America for a couple of
years. He is, in fact, an American who has studied in
Eugland, and who has indulged in a severe flirtation
with a young lady known as **Baby.” But during his
absence she has found another sweetheart, and is now
the wife of his friend Lindley, while her younger sister
is the ““Baby,” The American, with pleasant remem-
brances of his lady-love, sends the young bushand a
letter in which he says he is coming to England
immediately, and if * Baby” does not object he
means to marry her. The complication may at
once be detected. The American is attached to the
wife, and not to the younger sister, and it was with Mrs
Maurice Lindley that he indulged in those escapades at
Brighton, when, to escape the vigilance of her daeuna,
the capricious maiden got out of the house by the
window and bribed the policeman in order to join the
young American in a row or a sail by moonlight. But
all this has been kept very dark iudeed, for Mr Maurice
Lindley is one of those innocent husbands who believe
they are the *‘first and only” beloved ones of their
wives, When he receives his friend’s letter he, ot
course, supposes it to refer to his wife’s youthful sister.
At first the American, owing to the likeness betweern
the girls, mistakes them, but soon an explanation takes
place, and then the difficulty is how to shield Mre
Liudley from the consequences of her past flivtations,
Her young husband is very jealous, and the affair must
he kept sceret, and the younger sister, in order to spare
her sister’s feelings, consents to pose as the American’=
sweetheart. Here we have the imbroglio, which would
not be so bad if set forth with greater dramatic art.
Next comes a revelation with regard to the husband.
He has indulged in certain love sceues with the niece of
a dealer in curiosities at Oxford, a very fast vouny
damsel, known amongst the students as I N
owing to her wearing her hair in a long tail down Ler
back. Finding Mr Lindley bas married, the uncle of
*“Piggy " comes to the house threatening an action
for **breach of promise.” There are compromis-
ing letters and bracelets, with the iuitials of “M,
L.” to back up the case, so that both the young
husband and wife have each their separate ‘‘skel: -
tons m the cuphoard,” and again the younger sister
t-kes vpon hersclf the task of helping to conceal
them by 1epresenting herself as the wife, and confound-
iug the ncle and nicee.  Explanations, bowever, eusue,
and all are subsequently enlightened. 7!
dilloes of the pretty wife are forgiven, and hush-money
sottles the matter with the curiosity dealer and bis
nicee, while the younger sister, finding the American i
a good fcllow, is coutented to accept bim. The weakness
of construction was uufavourable to the picce, and i
many instances incidents which might have prove
rather amusing were spun out aud frittered aw
Tmprobal is not of much cousequence in far-
cical comedies, but the incidents of Laby are too
unreal to make any satisfactory impression, and
the want of more artistic treatmeus kes them
appear still more extravagant. Then the comedy 12
holstered out with incidents which have so often dove
duty before, that the author can claim no consideration
on the score of originality. Occasionally there are
amusing lines, and something like individuality of cha-
racter appears in the sketch of the lively America, and
also in " Piggy,” a damsel who is, perhaps, the most
life.like of any of the personages. This was, however,
owing to the clever acting of Miss Kate James, who
save o very good idea of o girl kuown to old-fashioned
Beads of schools as a **minx,” This pert young lady,
pretty and flashy, ready to accept or cast off any lover,
was a character which, in skilful bands, might
have been worked out and made elfective. As
it was, all the credit was due to Miss James,
and but little to the author, who bad but furnished the
dlightest possible sketch. Miss Maude Brennan as o
deaf old aunt displayed talent ; but deaf ladics ow the
stage soon weary an audience, and after awbile the
absurd mistakes of the old dame grew tiresome, Dliss
Bertha Dawes exerted herself, and with some success,
as **Baby.,” Her flirtations with the American and hex
endeavours to hide the conduct of the married sister
showed considerable talent. The youug wife was agree-
ably played by Miss Gwynne Herbert, who, however,
should Lave made more of the anxicty of the wife to
conceal her frolics at Brighton. Miss Herbert wax
nuch too tame in delineating that portion of the
comedy. Mr Edgar Smart, a gentleman who should
have a welcome as the son of an emineat Euglish
composer, played the perplexed husband  with:
fair success. The best acting was that of Mr Fred.
Powell as the gay American, American heroes are just
now a drug in the mavket, but Mr Powell, happily, did
not te the peculiarities of the cl and
was, when the autbor would allow him to be so, amus
ing. Mr Frank Motley Wool, as the curiosity dealer,
was deserving of praise ; and Mr Thomas Paxton, as the
Erighton policeman, gave a quaint sketch of character,
aud described to the astounded husband with gusto the
“goings on ” of his pretty wife before marriage. When
the curtain fell there were calls—partly ironical, partly
in ecarnest—for the author, and where is the dramatic
author who could resist such temptation? OF course,
he appeared, and was greeted with some applause and
some laughter ; and this mixed verdict practically ex-
pressed all that need be said in conclusion as to the
merits of Baby.

Niagara in London.
=T

The visitors last week comprised, amongst others, her
Royal Highness the Princess Louise and the Marquis of
Lorne, the Duke and Duchess Paul of Mecklenhurg-
Schwerin, the Duke and Duchess of Leinster, Lady
Helen Duncombe, the Duchess of Athole and the Ladies
Murray, Maria Marchioness of Aylesbury, the Countess
of Kinnoull and Lady Muriel Hay, the Earl and
Countess of Romney, the Eml of Pembroke, Isabella
Countess of Wilton, Julia Countess of Jersey, the Earl
and Countess of Wharneclitfe, Count H. Muuster, Lady
de Rothschild, Lady Dorothy Nevill, Lady Romilly,
the Earl and Courtess of Morley, Lord and Lady Ross-
more, Mr and Mrs Cyril Flower, Sir Edward and Lady
Guinness, Mr J, Whistler, Miss Braddon, Captait:
Hawley Smart, Mr aud Mrs Henry Oppeubeim,

Hamilton Aidé, Mr Edward Lawson and Miss La\wnun‘.
Lord aud Lady William Nevill, General Monericfi,
diex

Colonel Painter, Lady Sophia Macuamara, the
Hare, Sir Dighton Probyn, aud Colonel Lindsay.
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