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Hxxixy Regatia is In some danger of being
discontinned for want of funds, It 1s purely an
sccadent there is not a deficit on the acoounts
for the yesr. The Committee report that the

for the present year oanly

meet the expepses of one of the most popular
mhﬁiﬂd the year, and it is rather a
won on the supporters of this fogm of
sthieticasm that it shovid be so small. It surely
oughbs to be possible to put the Commities 1n &
position to feel Do anxiety as to the futare.

TerexsY bas taken a
reconinending  the of Prinoce
MicuoLas of Mingrelia for the Bulgarian Throne.
91 be act looks as if prommpted by Huossia, but we
maj be easily mistaken on the point, for Turkey
bas quite 88 much interest a8 Hussia has in
brir ring the l‘hlﬂ‘ﬂ‘!i(} to a close, The lt}ﬁw
tbe Holgarian tion romains open the worse
it will be for Turkey, and perhaps it does pot
gatter muoch who s the new Prinoe as long as
be i 1ot too ambitious,and he desires to keep on
gocd terios with gll the Great Powers, and
vis immediste neighbours.
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decesive step 1n

B i‘.& I .I'l }

158F
et i Das made Lo InUle frieuds than the patiern
that preovded it It is declared w0 be very mach
iibe the 0o!d o, aud It 18 very defective as an
psirume: L st short ranges, possibly owing to the
pghiing bren defective or imperfectly under-
stoud. A for the long range shooting, though
the rifle 15 sighted vp to 2000 yards, it is only
of practical value at 160, The one gosd gaality
reported favourably vpon, up to the present mo-
ment, is that the cartridges do not jem in the
breech action, as th 7 did in the previous Mar-
tir - Enfield. jut still there is po enthasias:o
for the weapon, nor hikelvy to be any. The shoot-
ing ot pomnt blazk rai« with it bhas siuply been
exe crable,
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Tur foree of resistance to anything like
mpprovement in Y ork is aiways very gresat, more
especially wmhere there are * interests” 10 the
way. 1be struggl- to obtain 8 better municipal
boundary will readily suggest itself, Bat there
are Inuch more pertineut examples that may be
protitably pondered over, It bas taken twenty-
four years of periodic agitation to get the
Jortico of the Aescwbly Kooms opened, and
everybody admits that it is pow one of the
greatest lmrorrmo-nu of its kind ever made 1n
tLe oIy, 1 ’l ﬁ!’t}"-ln‘u }"E!m lg.) linoe the
';,L;r;i went of Naburn lﬂk Was ..d\’l.k(i i,ljf A

oonjetert authonty, acd it remains unancom- |

plubec 1t will take another fifty years, if the
g1t = 55
jovrf LRV nsed 10 pOsscss,

FoisiioxT CLevinaxp is reducing his corpu-
kree by a sumewhst amusing method of cure,
e s i.H‘IIlﬂ’ treated i';r}' a Swedish W. He
has to lie Uat v D back oo the ﬂmr, with his
arn §
feet 1 the air, with the heels together, until
they rrach an sngle of 45 degrees, After this
bas Lers reprated 10+ heels are raised again and
micred in a8 circle. 1 ae third movement ts 2o lie
fa2t v the tioor, face duownwards, and raise the
bods «n the bands and toes, The fourth is to
re it in the Ainal position of the third move-
wert, and male swunming motions with each
erm ard leg alterpately. It 15 ssid that the
M'residert puts himself through these tortures
fcr a few minutes thres tices a day. The ouvre
i# ‘a.d o bave been emiveutly successful in
cases o f mrpulrnu-. ]'Prhlpl s0 ; but it reminds
e of Lerd ParuEnstox’s remark abount a kind
of w.ne that was to cure the goat, “ | had rather
bive the gout than your sherry.”

17y incsutions use of fircarms has cansed a
tloching dowestic tragedy at Pesth —the death
of an inpocent little girl and the mad suicide of
& gallant officer.
putel. and pointing 1t at a youthful reas of
rie §cars, said, * Go away, or I will shoot yon."
The little gar]l said saveuly, “I shas't,” and the
officer pressed the trigger, when to bis horror,
aid to that of everv o.e aroond, the little girl
fell Lifeless to the ground. He bhad hit ber
throuph the beart. 11~ stared at the frail corpse
some moments, ard then quick as hghtning,
directed the revulier agsinst himseif and shot
bircsell throogh the bead. In less thaa two
wminGles both were doad. Soch is tha ghastly
rescit of what was me-rely meaut as pleassntry
Lut which 11 less than two miuutes brought two
thoughticss leings to av gntimely end, Similar
instarces, though perhiaps not so tragic. ars
leghor, and yet the lsson of sach cri:uinal
the ught lessTess is ton of ben d:srngtrd d,

Cotar Vou MoLrie bas had to interpose on
beball of the German Army Bill, and we may
Lud in bis remarks one or two -more of those
vg'y symptoms which make uws doubt whether
tLe peace of Europe will be preserved throngh
the coming year., Germany's ueighbours, tat:ia
rght and left of Ber, were fally armed —a “ state
of things which it was difficult for even
& rich country (Fraice?) to bear for any length
of e, and which nught lead (o a decizire event
el an carly dafe” 1his was a blunt way of
puiting 1t, and tbe thought in the Count’s mind
was more clearly shown by & subsequent
refererce to friendship with France being impos-
salle, “2s long as public opinion 1a that
ccuntry demards the surrender of two
provinces which we are determined never to give
wp.” RBejection «f the Bill would “ make us
resporsible for all the miseries attendant upon a
bostile nvasion.” Ilut does the Count really
mean that 4]1.0% more men will prevent France
from takirg the offrsive and invading Germany
In any Dew canpagn? The suggestion 1s
g ic aic us,

— —

MuUon interest attaches to the officis returns
¢f the \Volouteer force for the past year, which
Bave Leen forwarded to the War Office in order
to ascertain the amcunt of the Capitation Grant.
Although the total result for the Kingdom is
pot yet known, it is satisfectory to find that the
North of Fugland, sud especially Yorkshire,

waintaius Ms  precwivence i our eciti-
zenn  army. There are twenty-one corps
im  Yorkshire, with 15458 officers and

men enrolled on the books; and, of these,
15001 have earned the Capitation Grant. Thers
3 & satisfactory increase in the number of
eficients, the Weast Jliding baving gained 35 ;
the North Riding, 70 ; sud the East Riding, 19
in the year. The iuspections have been very
g\ml, both as regards masters and manceuvres.

bere is & fair incresse in the number of pro-
ficient officers, and it is gratifying to Eknow that
the vear just closcd bas been the best the York-
shite Volunteers bhave ever known, We
sivoerely bope thst the proud distinction may
e meintained, and that the CHANCELLOR OF
™ Excuisqrs r may see his way to an incresse
cf the Capitation € ra:t.

AXEKICAN trade so speedily affects British
trace that ve are aiways t0 note any
mprovement on the other side of the Atlantic,
lbhe geueral improvement manifest 1n America
i the stee] and iron trade is believed to be the
t"lud" to greatly imprm'rd business next year

bas bven rotiord before that evers “boom”™

I Awmerican Lusiness has begun in the steel and
WOB lrade, ard then catecded itsell to other
bonibesses, There is every prospect now of a
Shalar novoment all alonz the line. The de-

Rat baie wade ~ 2 pool 7 to limit outpat have
&ty ) tons more for 127 than for the
Prese s cear, ore heit of which has been alresdy
?iu.u”‘ #ili vither bave to be evlarged or
F"::_- <40 I witl <o r_uifu’:'}' mmpetﬂ for the
y . "1 1ibenarket, as they are already dotng

L e -

to 1 'aness. !Be Tise in the price of iron
er,  Gvllars a wo, mines freights, will
ohe 5 oot ice of the Atlatio to
by il te o Lk !::f-.:.- 3 olfered, not oaly
by o i tothe Adantic seaboard, baut also
l‘ e oo the Yacife coast., A rise in
";,._,“ = Trorress, thoagh 1t s rather irregular
be s Thiltent at pre-snt. As soon as it
a1 . Cotevel gt will affect us in this country,
oy & Eeveral sumulos to trade snd com-
en ., = TF&re cheering signs of an advancs
L ¥ aireasy, FShefield 1s busily em-
:.n 5 Vs ier indostries, and from other

ot . Bw pleassnt intimatioos that the fotare

7, TEitfacture we likely to be & good one.
bty o . ®i0 the price of wheat bas given a
b WELO Lbe trnde, 1o fa2et, there 1s 8 more

Wil everywhere than has been observ-

to £220 4s. This sum is obviously 1nsufficient to |
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ws iuterest: d obstroctiies to exercise the |

Y Bis side, and the operator then lifts his |

In a joke the latter drew out a and 1t is not going

. cussion in London by the del

: e nt.
WU st aee. 5o brisk is the demsnd. The
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hig hest price in the po-tage stamp market is now
oficred for Mauritius postage stamps of the year
1847. They are positively quoted at £3U each.
British Gulana stamps of 1636 are worth from
£20 to £40. The oollecting mania is in fall

swing in France, and excites an enthosissm

known in this country. One Frenchman
is said to bhave formed a co on of a million
and a half, and he employs two secretaries daily
in olassifying his purchases. His name is M,

3

Proarye pe FxrRaRi, He must be a remark- .

able man,

TEw astonrding statement is made thsat the
great vuia uf our army-accounts are only sudited

onoce in six months, and to this fact is traced the

irregularities of which we occasionally hear,

The Indian Government has i1ts army-acoounts : _
- Berlin now kas 1,315,287 inhabitants,an increase

audited once a month. Bat, under present staff
arrangements, no such frequent aunditing as this
could occur without throwingupon officials more
work than they could reasonably be expected to
undertake. An eflicient audit is so 1mportaat,
bowever, that it would be wise to make the statf
equal to the work of overbauling all acoounts st
least once a guarter,

Trr duties of the Irish Constabalary at |

T | evictions needed some clearer definition, and the
new of modilie r.fle 1ssaed for experi-

new circular is alike judicious and timely. The
Constabulary are to remsin passive unless
tbeir ser ices are required to protect the sheriffs
and bailifls who are servin g processes or making
evictious. I'reviously. the police have been
as sactive as the bailiffs, and bave assisted them

in the discharge of their ordinary duties, The

work bss not been congenial, and 1t has rendered
the police force unpopular 1n many districts.
They will now lill]pl({ sct as gusrdians of the
Civil law officials, and 1t 1s hoped there wiil be
fewer disturbances in consequence,

—

Cu10AGOo 1s threatened with declive as the
great grain-mart of America The reovipts of

wheat there this season show a remarkablefalling |
off. This is attributed to a plao of grading good |

wheat at low prices, because it is not clean, and
then allowing speculators to buy it cheap!y clean
it, and vresell 1t at a better price, At
Mivneapolis, St, I'aul, and Duluth, wheat i:
cleaned in the elevators, and graded subject to
the cleaning. Detter prices and classification

result from the process, ard so the trade 1s .

passing away from Chicago to these more euter- |

prising ard commercially honest centres of | when it was finally decided that Mr. RoBr

business,

TeE York Ccuncil decided on Monday to ap-
voint anew Town Clerk, who shall devotethe whole

of £500 a year.
question back to the Committee, upon whose
reccinmendation the proposal came up fur con-

- sideration, was defeated by 15 to 26 votes, and
i111s duties
will, 1o futore, include the work of the Sghool-

It tated that ths
s ol G | cost thirty dollars a dozen; and one does not

the resolution was then adopted,

Attendance Committee,
condiuons offered would give the Counml “3
choice from very able men,” [t seems likely to
prove a wise and economical arrangement, when

~ all the poiists involved are taken into dispas- .

sicnate cons*deration,

Mr. Dotunk kas reached Madras to take up

- bis new Cuties a8 Governor, and Eir M. GrANT |
- Durr will leave for Epngland in a few days. The

retiring Governor has been honoured by a

farewell banquet, at which he made
scme bopeful remarks as to the general
cordition «f affairs in the [I'rovince, The

Treasury was declared to be very full of

money, avd eversthing very promising for the
pew Governcor. ‘i be season has been a goud nne,
and the condition of trade is satisfactory. These
watters speak well for the care exercised by Bir
Craxt ] vrr,and they sre a tribute to his energy
arid foresight thet will be far more eloquent
than veledictcry specches,

Tuxe Manctester Canal Scheire is not dead,
to die, The Manchester
merchants and leadirg citizens appointed s Com-
mittee to examine the scheme as finally presented
by the Caral Company. Tbe Committee has

-~ exsmined all the points, engineering and finan-
. oial, and its
~ citizens on Thursday, under the presidency of the

report was laid before a mecting of

Mavyor, who had oconvened it, The estimnates
are regarded as satisfactory, and the (Committes
report that they consider the canal scheme “ a
thorovghly sourd and commercial undertaking,
which will speeaily become remunerative, with
growing traflic and conticuoos revenue.,” ‘I his
1s an wportant conclosion, certain to lead to the
scbcme Leirg once more placed cn the market,

Lorp Hankis bas fuiled to carry his new
regulaticn as to the qualificetion for couaty
matches, At present the term of residence is
two years, and Lord HArnis wished to reduoe
it to twelve months. Ile defended his proposal
in 8 speech of some spirit, but be was unable to
convince the county secretaries that the change
would Le & good opme. Mr. 1. D. WarLken
described the as mischievous, and it was
nltimately defeated by 14 votes to 5. Therenay
be cases of individusl bardship under the
existing rule, and so there would be, in all
probabilitr, If the probationary period were
lessened, whilst it might introduce a new element
into the composition of county teams—namely,
me ney-bargaining to obtain qualification,

Is the vlowing of wind instruments a good or
s bad thing for the lungs ?
that canrot be answered in an off -hand manner,
It deperds upon so many contingencies, A man
with delicate lungs may easily improve them by
& mcderate amount of with & wind-
instrument, and he may just as readily injure
tbem Ly undue or prolonged strain. 1t is the
long strai® that is so apt to prove injurious, be-
cavse the lung-tissue is not allowed sufficient
tie to relax, and the lungs are not refreshed by
Leing thorcoghly emptied of air and just as
thorcughly expanded, There is often a great
lack of proper training in this respect, and cases
are reported in which consumption sets in. Bat
with proper care and intervals of rest, 'iuti
irstruments may be used with advantage to chest

. develcpinent, ard the general health,

i

Tr¥ prc posed Conference between the Colonial
Goverpments and the Government of Great
Britain, as sketched in Mr, Staxnorg’s Circular,
bas only one defect—-it is to be too greatly oocu-
pied with the guestion of military defence, Itis
true that 18 not the sole subject set down for dis-
ates, but it 1s put
first as being most urgens, a secondary plaoca
is given to *“the developmeut of our and
telegraphic communications,” which is the ouly
other sulject expressly included in the basis of
the Conference. The Imperial Federation idea

| is not to be discussed, in set terms, bat it has

becn onr opinion, at all times, that military and
naval deferce lay ot its root  DBuat tu any case it

is a good thing that we should invite the Oolonies |

to 8 Couference, and show that we regard them
as integral perts of the Empire,

Uxpacini-s continues to be felt as to the
Furopean sitvaticn. It is not anwarranted
¢ everal times duoring the last six months we have
precicted that 8 war would break out in the
spring, ard the idea seemed so absurd that it
net with little support  The Bulgarisn question
would soon be settled, it was szid, and there was
really ro cther caure for alarm,
follows monr.th, and the Belgarian trouble is as
far from bLeing seitled as ever. Indeed, tne
Gernan Government considers the whole sitoa-
tion so meracivg that it has very hastily propo-ed
ap scditional 4) 000 men to its prsce establi-h-
The gddition may be due to an excess of
caulior, swounting to nervousness. in conie-
querce of the growirg fo: Lleness of the Germa:
Exrinror, wbose lhife will prosably termicate

the pact of friendship between Rosaa a:d
Germeany.
ugly
dnection, ard illostrating the remsrk of Count
Yox Moir1kE, that 1be tension of military arma-
mwernts is reaching the poirt at which one of two
things muet arrive—national revolt and bauk-
ruptcy, or war for a more settled order of things
Fresent pointings are all in the direotion of a
 war, oot between Germany and France, in the

Nevertheless, it is one of seéceral

symptoms, a!l jointing in the same

frst instance, but between Austria and Ilussia,
when, as Prices Bisvarcx has ssid, “the Chasse-

~ “pots may go «ff of themselves.” The extreme
- fniendliness betwesn Turkey snd Rossia indicates

that Torkey bas been squared, in some way or

| otber, or is oo much afraid of bu-iug made the

l'it'!_im of encther stroggle to thwart the obvioas
policy of the CzaR. ‘I he present pamse is not,
on this view of matters, so pleasant as it seems :
it is the bush before the storm.

AccorpING to a French list, in the trade, the

- pumbers 370,000

| town-bern labourers,

- opening of mills that had long been idle.
~ general outlook in Lancashire is brightening,

- £312000; Marketa,

The question is one

| fells in letting and selling valae,
bLeen much siruck with some indications that

IBut mouth |
Cinfiver cv of economic Jaws,
Yer csse shen'd attract &8s muoch attention as
. pos:ib'e, lecause ‘be example is so pertinent,
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Me. ETANSFELD scarcely thinks that the pro-
poscd Conference with the Liberal Unionists
weuld do any good., He doubts whether the
suggestion was made 1n earnest, because the ocon-

citious involved the complete surrender of Home
livle as the conditi ¢ of any Con-

ference at all. He said that the electors would
bave to decide what Ireland should have, aod
not the Liberal-Unionists, and he advised an
sppeal to them, sure of nltimate success, We
beliese his views will command the adherence of
a large vumber of Liberals,

TE®R results of the German taken

oensus, [
twelve months’ ago, are now published. The in-
crease of population is a little over two millions,
and the total is now 47 millions, The remark-
sable feature in the growth of ion is that

it is mainly confined to the great towns,

of 204000 in five now

persons ; Breslaa, 300,000 ;
I'reeden, 246,056 ; and Leipsic, 170,310. The
drain on the rural populstion has been two-fold,

years. Hambarg

- for pumrhirs bave emigrated, and the nnemployed

bave flecked into the towns to compese with the

M. NewpraaTE has been presented with a
bardsome tstimonial by his old North *Varwick-

- sbire friends, who admire, as most persons do,

bis sterling consistency. As a politician, Mr.
NEWLEGATE bas pever changed. He said he
was “rever 3 Tory,” but “a Conservative
of Whig  priuciples” whatever  that
may wean, He declared, however, that his
pricciples  were “ Protectionist, Protestant,
Lkurch of England, Nationalist.”
to them has been remarkable, and 1t is for this,

callirg themselves Liberals, what a mighty
charge must bave taken place since he began

. political life !

WaiTHER an Alderman, whose term of ser-
vice 1s about to expire, can bs elected a Coun-
ciller would seem to be a novel and & knotty
poit., Most persons would say tbat he could
not, and so the presiding officer ruled at an eloc-
tion st Bangor recently, But the nomination
st ould bave been objected to, in the first instsuce,
sr.d it seemed 8 lit
to a caudidate who polled fewer votes. The case
camwe before the Court of Appeal on Wednesday,

after the exgpiration of his term of office as an

- Alderman,

of the time to the affairs of the Uity, at a salary |
An emendment to refer the

TrERAPIN is said to be the coming dish. It .
is deecribed as having an * almost divine -

succulence ” about it. DBut when the diner sees

~ & plate of terrapin for the first time, ha regards

it as & ocollection of * broiled fishing worms.” He
nakes the adventure, and be is satisfied, con-
tented, lusciously happy. Terrapin, howaver,

kncew bow many an English diner might con-
surce. He would find the delicacy expansive,
bowever, and he might use some other word
tlan divine when he paid his bill. 1lappily,
Terrapindoes not yet fiare in the most s:sthetic
of English bills of fare,

Turrr is better news from Lancashira, Thes
(perative Cotten Bpinners Association states

in its recently issued report that it can at last

col mence its remarks with ¢ the announcement
thet we have resched the turn in the
tice for which in the spinning

I'cr two years
doing bedly, whilst the weaying de
been fairly prosperous, The turn of the tide is
seen in the resumption of full time by mills that
bad been working on short time, and by the

The

Tur City of Edinburgh may be wealtby, but

it is not in & very flourishing financial condition, |

now sinoe
present year deficit will be

There bas been a deficit every
1~78, aud for the

£1,205. These deficits are met by borrowing, |
borrowed is carried to the uzh.l
bs, |

and the money

eccount. The debt stands thus—Old City

L1 ,000—total, £449000. Two very large
schemes, however, are now on the carpet. The
new drainage scheme will involve an ex iture
of £]120,000, snd the projected unicipal
Puildings £260,000. The sgitation agsinst pro-
ctedirg with the latter scheme is not unlikely to
l.e *crmidable. It is popular, it would contribute
to the embellishment of the modern Athens, bat

- ocnmon sense people say that it can Wwait,

Trr Liverpcol University College is 1n luck's
way. The engineering department of the
College is in want of better sccommodation. A
gooed school building is uired, with the
equipments that would render 18 effective
for teaching. There has bsen some question
«f making an sppeal for the n
funds. At the last meeting of the Council,
bhowever, a communication was read which had
been sent to Lord Dexpy, as I’resident, in which
fir A. B, WarLkrn, the ex-High Sberiff, -
posed to undertake to defray the cost of building
ard fitting the school bhimself, The estimated
ocst is put at £15,000, and Sir A. B. WALKER
will make a preser:t of that sum to the Council,
i cormemoration of her Masgsty's Jabilee,

O Doxovax Rossa hassurely tired the patieace
of Epglish readers of his froth and nonsense,
s1.d now he secms to bave exhausted the for-
Leararce of bis Fenian friends, who have
drummed him out of their ranks. A Com-
mittee of Five, which included four of his per-
sopal f(riends, has unanimously foand him
“ guiity of fraud, treachery, treason, persistent
“viclation of the constitution in finsncial
““matters, and gross indisoretions.” These em-
pbatic words are taken from a circular the Com-
mittee or Directory of the Fenian Brotherhood
bas issued, in vindication of their aotion 1n
expelling him. We may now dismiss him
srd his wild threats as of no consequence
His fall will be a great gain to the Irish
cevse, which he has done s0 much to pre-
judice by bis recklss and malevolens
utterances, In all probability no one wiil rejoice
mcre beartily than Mr. PARNELL, who must
bare been coustantly embarrassed by the threats
srd schemesof this mostextraordinarily ferocious
Irishmar. In the United States be was not
reckoned ss of much seccount, but in England
bis periodical ovtbreaks of fanaticism used to
curdle the bLlood of the law-abiding and the
patriotic. It is to be hoped that sll advocates
of the Irish canse will learn the lesson of his
fate— thst immmoderstion and virulence invari-
ably do barm. The lesson requires to be learnt
in thiscoontry also, and especislly in reference
to matters and echemes that are not always
ancerstocd,

Ter reduction in the value of agricultural
land 1s not peculiar to Great Britain, )t is going
on in all countries, more or less, and notably where

it cught, according to a current theory, to be felt
" least—in countrirs where agriculture 18 Pro-
- tected,
" fresh scheme to benefit agricultare cut of general

In France, where every year sees some

taxaticn or at the rxpense of the publin, land
But we have

Germany., 1n spite of her ring-fence of Pro-
tection, bas been unsble to escape from tas
It is ymportant that

Shut cot foreign sgriculiural products that com-
ptte with bome products,or tax them to the home
level of fair profit, 1t issaid in this country, and
fermers can live,  Trevent foreign competition
with interns!l manufactures, and priows will be
kept vp, 21.d prospenity will diffuse itself over
sgriculture in turn.  Germany has done each of
these thizgs, and vet land is falling all the sams,
A Ftate faim, <old & few vears ago for 10,000
marks, was offered for 30000, and finally sold
fer the best price olitainable, 22000 marks
[ avmern huidir*g State land in \ltﬂ‘!‘ﬁl“ﬂbul‘g
Fave given vp their land becanse they ¢ruld not
meke 1t yay 21 d 1t had to Le relet at a redne
tiop of fram ©5 o 20 per eent.  From other
perts of Germany comes the news that a monar-
rental pure ard siwple, is being discarded in
fevovr of 8 system of regulating rent by tha
rrice of butter ard stock,  The plan sppears to
arsver well, Such facis o' ba no eonsolation
to Britick lardowners, perhaps, though they in-
dieate the existeice of powent general causes,
Hut their greatest value will be in checking the
belief that in Protection, c pen or disguised, there
s the true romedy for British agricultural
depression,

- lempted to take o

His fidelity

 chief of

arbitrary to give the seat

trade |
we bave so long been anxiously looking.,” |

t the cotton spinners have been
partinent has

£43,000; Flosting Debt,

- guickase; bat ic thesa J‘ll‘h s hirse was
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A HERO IN BPITE OF
HIMSELF,

By ROBERT BUCHANAN,

ATTEOR OF “ ERADOW OF THR SWORD,” " A cEunlL® oF

NATURS,” AND * @OD AND THE MAW.',

BOOK I1L—-CHAPTER 1X,
AT SPERANZA,

The distance frem Abrabam’s Town to
about thirty miles as the crow
longer by
the vext morning, Mr Duna Bmith drove his
avd his new acquaintance, The vehicle was a sort of
two-wheeled dug-cart, drawn by & spirited ware, by
the sice of which ran and gambolled a frisky filly
not lorg torn.,

It was a wiid day of wind and rain, the roads were
beavy, the prospect dresry in the extreme. Pasming
cut of the roeky valley, they made their way through
8 successicn cf gicomy woods and marshy pestures,
deepering from time| to time into dark gulehes
watered by brawlirg streams, which the mare was
ccmpelied to ford, sometimes with comsidersble
Oui ger to bereeif snd bher burthen, Al the time Mr
Emith kept bie rifle kardy; and cast a sharp eye to
rght and left ; for, as he explained, “ Ned Bearle and
scme of hie metes were still at large, and might be
: pot 2bot from under cover,”
Notling of the sort happened, however, After

rive of pearly five bours, rmtrmu:l by the
sufiness of the ruad srd by the frequent niﬂ:uln'-

t3perienced in fordirg the waters of the raviuee, they
ceie in right of & fcloru-looking villuge lying at the
bere of an ugly range of mountains, avd cosistiog of

. . seme g den d ;
and this slone, that he has been respectad, HBut ¢ Cczen wocden dwellings, a drink-bouse, aod s

If bis former friends bave taken, as he says, to |

relitary store. A few rough-looking men were
lour ging sbout st the drink-bouse door: therwiss
the piace seemed guite desolate,

ILke largeet ¢f 1be wooden dwellinges, standing by
itéell » cuuple of bundred yards from the rest,
belorged to Mr Dunp SBmith, In front of it was an
urfenced garden, tudely Isid cat in plota, and full
of v+ getables fl:-uriehi
Ibe Louse itrelf was divided into four rooms, the
shicb, 8 sitting-room without carpet
a:d furtished with rough bome-made chairs and
tsble, actually ecntained a “ cottage ” piano, At tae

rear were scn e rede outtuildirgs, with a snug enough
stable for tke msre,

A rcugh lzd, in red shirt acd breeches, whom Smith

scdreseed as “ Girger,” poesibly in referecce to his
Igbt-coloured hsir, stood waning to take charge of

RTS, the ' tke mare and vehiele,

- gentlemean iu question, was eligible, was daly
elected, and could legally gerve as Counncillor

~ " Any pews, Gioger? ' asked Dunn, after he bad
J1mped dewn aud sssisted hia better half to alignt,
“No, Mr Bmith,” replied the lsd, grioning from

ear to ear, ‘' Me ard Jim shot & b'ar the day afore |

yeaterdsy up tothe mive,”

Emith ncdded approvingly, and led the way into
the boure, '

" Here we are, Mr Kelso,” eaid the sheriil, entering
the sitting-rocm. ** lbis is the missus’s boodore, with

ber own piscy briught over from Cansap, but we use

it a8 & hivizg-rocm, tco, with her permission.”

Kelso lcoked round approvingly, On the wooden
wails were pictures clipped from illustrated news. |

papers ard paeted or, one of them a coloured litho-
graph represectirg an elegant young besaty in
tun er cos'ume, cannying & parascl and
pet 'lawb, Rifles and intling-p'wm were slang over
the fireplace, ekins of wild animals were strewn on the
beards, but at the windor were hung s pair of faded
muelin eartains,

** See the likeness? "ssked Smith, pomting to the

coloured picture, and then g'ancing at his wife, who |

smwiled snd sim
“Wounderful ! " cried Jsek.
internded for Mres Dunn Smith 7 ”
“Wal, not exactly, It was guv asay gratis with a
New York paper, and the moment | sas it I saw the

likerers to my Saireh. It's bher very | —loast-
“L:' S4she-5as Shun o Sest sk mr:q:. . aside., Emerging from the shadow of the wood, they

point of fact, the picture ressmbled Smith
about as closely as & garden rose migh

t resemble an
cver-tlown dshlia. But if the good lady of the house

was not juvenile and rather faded than beautiful, she

bad, nevertbeless, the power of making her home look
civilised and ecmfortable, Nor in ber love of gentili

did ehe forget t1eligion and the morsiities, Onthovnll,.l
bences the pictures, were several

pictare
letters, ard chiefly of & gloom

in coloure ’
*“Tbe wages of sin is death,” “ | am the * “ Thoua
thalt rot tear falte witnese,” * the sumber,

* Eke 0 & worderful woman,” s'd Smith, confiden

tislly, when the lady had retired to one of the sleep
ing-rccms to meke ber toilette; “ God-fearing
gentee). Her father Rept a dry
Carasn srd was greatly respecied, ¢
bim cut West fcr selling packs o'
cnly coe fanlr, that ehe aiv’t bad no children,
i+ & dirapp'intment,’ )

After bavirg partakon of scme refreshment, Kelso
strclled cut to taxe & lock at the neighbourbicod, To
bis surpriee, he fcucd m ot of the houses empty and
tn babited, rome partially unroofed, and others
without wivd: w-snshes or doors, A few, however,
were occupied, and at the doors of these the wid-
lcckirg cwners appesred, attended in eome ceses by
(ver wilder-lockirg wives snd children, Tarning to-
warcds the mourtains, be taw a series of savage crags,
varicd with patches of emerald and buaches
of red pire treee; ard
pa:hirg the glocmy bei

Irozen otill by distacce. Dark clouds wers drifting
acroes tke mountain tops, aod trailiag low down the
¢ ulches 10 vapourous folds.

“Dou't look

“Queer sort of place,” ho matierad,
time tbat Jark Kelso was standing

reuch like an El Dorado!”

At the very
rominact i the main and only street of Speranza two
viber trave lers were travellug in the cars from
Cerssn Ci'y ard rspidly approsching Abraham’s
Towr, The train was crownded, and the chief eon-
versaticn of tLe passengers was the great batile on
the previcus day beiweou Bheriff Dunn Smich and
Searles garg.

Tbe two travcllers were Charles Fotheringay,
wnpr:d in 8 splendid sealskin-lined travelling cloak,
erd Kyrle M lvip, the ergiserr, who wore a thick
ul:ter, ard ecarried, ccncealed upon his person, saveral
" ]tit'lu teys” similar to the ore ~arried by our friexd
h«lso.

Fctherir goy was cold and statcly, Lying back with
[ lded a:me, ard frowning gloomily, he looked with
no little disfavour st his compasion, Melvin, for his
pert was suave acd slmoset gey,
f & frisky spider or @ playful spake, and showing s
Lervous st xiety to coneil:ate his companion,

The rain was pouring in torrents, slmost blotting
cut the surrcundicg prospect, on which Fotheringay's
eyes rected with melapcholy . At last
they reached Sperarzs, the mailway station of which
Lo :.uud.pu::ud the d-ohz; npm o!ht.ho
previcus day, but was thronged by to olk wa
to see the s:rival of the cars. The corpses of g
slavghtercd men had been removed and baried, and
enly a dark bloodstsin on the wooden plaiferm be-
tockered where they had so lately lain,

As Fotheringay stej ped out, he at once stirasted
sttentic, His tall, ¢ figure, ped in its
travelling cloak, his pa'e aristocratic face ed with
its Prince bf Wales's Lat of light felt, his small hands

covered with dain hnﬂl’ t'-' all bezpoke tae
popular ad miration

wealthy strang: r,
be ssumed bis air of lan:uid grandeur, suffered
Melvin to look sfter his valies and other light lue-

e, which were ordered to be gt up to * Shermen’s

dd.'ndlhtl'ﬂldnﬁﬂyhthtdhuﬁm.'

Melvin followed, Like a gentlom-a's vallet,

Half an bour later Fotheringay and the engineer |

were dmirg alone in the same room where Jack

Eeleo bad dived the day before. The landlord was |

obsequicue, the repast as varled ns was
that

poseible in

be lit e cigar. * I oeverthought to see it sny more !™

“Bure, you'll soom be home again,” respoaded
Melvin, * A dey—msy be two—will serve for nll’
wazt to lhOI“ you, and convines you that I'm right
ycu're wreng.,

“How shall we get over? The lacdlord saye he
bss no carrisge,”

“1've ordered horses to be here iu tha m raing,
We ean rvide rigkt over to tho mige,”

“Humwph!”

““You know the place, of course?”

“ Precicus little. 1 wss once here with Sloane
wken he tought the property., I did some shooting
while tke old boy prospected. And so, Mr, Kyrieo
Melvin, s ap honest man, whkich you say you are,
y u renily believe tha: the ol abandoned claim is
For Tiddler's Ground? "

“I keow jr ! " eried Moalvin,
it for every o' e «f us”

“ How long have you been of that opiajon ?”

“Ever st ce 1 first inrpectec the place and awmayed
tke rough ore, Take my word for it Colomel, I
heve ra'ler urder-cstimated hen exageeca’ed the
jossiltiliio s, By the way, [ forgos to ask yia
—aré you well armed 77

Fitherirgay looked keenly “it the questinqer,

“I've a movilver, if that's #hat you mean?” ha
rep'i:d, * I'm not likelyp.do want it, am 17"

“Thepe rot,” raid Meivia, timidly : * hut they're
wild lut atont bﬂ!. ard it as well to be Pre-
teeted.” '

The morz og was dark and windy, bat tularabls
fins, nnd &t nive o'clock the fwo men were in the
raddle,  Tkeir horses were rougbh, bosy bea-s
supplied by the hotel-keeper, who chyrged (i ti»
bire of each about a fourth of what it was wirth ny
1
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“ I'nere’s a fortane in

precious than s marn, arn
wns 8 ol opoly.

in the @ en cour'ry. Fotberiugay, full of impa‘in -,
led the way, leaving Melvie,  who rode tne =5,
suimal, to follow at a consldemble distance, Piss g
lkrougl cue of the pine woodt thal fringed the roa!
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~ Melvin was suddenly startied by the " of a
wild figure, which sprang out and him, s0
scddexly that the horse reared and almost threw ite

"H.rn
The figure of a bareheaded man, carrying one arm
in & rude linen aling, and holding a rifle 1n the other,
He was dressed in the nsual orthodox shirt, bresches,
o s et et RS
. was

ttick black whiskers ard beard. 7

Melvin uttered » sharp cry of fear, sod drew a
revolver from his belt, Bimultaceously the man
covered him with his rifle, but saddenly, lookiog up
hh:hhu.lomd the weapon acd gave a savage

augh,

“ Why, dern me if it ain't My Meivin'”

*“Ned Beario!” cried the engineer, panting and
gheetly white with tervor.

“Yes; what's left on himn !" said the man with a
volley of osths, * Gov'nor, what's ¢t you down
yer ? Lucky for yer I dida't pop you uif as you was
pareing! 1 took you for a stranger with vallybles
atout bim.”

Melviv glanced forward along the road. Half a
:- i:;...." Fotberingay bad pansed and was looking

** Ned, wkat's the matter ?™ he exclaimed ; “are
you in trouble ?”

“ Looke like i, den’t it? Thuna Smith kllad msy
brother Jim ara five ctoers yesterday, and s cha;
slorg 0" him wit g'd this yer srm. 1'm on the way to
bidir g up to the mwine., Bbt 1 ain’t killed yet,”’ be
contivued, grirding bis teeth, and 1ve got Aim to
settle afore I'm & mouth older, I'll do it, by God!”

“1'm going to the miue vow,” sa'd Melvio, * You
tce that fellow riding on abeac? Whe're going to
prospect togetber, Now listen, Ned, you're the very
man | wanted tc meet. I've a job for you which wil:
be worth a thousard dollass, perhaps more, if you're
game and willing,”

“Weat i it, jov'nor ? 7 demacded S:arle with a
savege scuwl,

“1ll tell you when we meet again, Where ean 1
fird ycu to morrcw ? ¥

' %uu krow Davis's old than
wken yjon came down yef inst ?
there’s m wecod, what
etrikes the claim.”

“Yes, 1 remember,”

“ Foller \he path through that yer woud till vou
se¢ the wa'er, and s dead trunk fallen scross to make
s bridge. BStand there ana give three whistles—like
this. 1 +han’t be far away.”

‘“Are you slone ?”

“ No, by thunder,

ty, where we cam
Well, up the billsude
¢ river runs through afore it

Some o' my mates is waiting for

~ me thar. Theybol: ed, the etarval cowards, when Dunn

Bmith began firing, and made tracks for home; bar
I'll be even with some on ‘em yet.”

‘“ All right, I'll be there, Look, my [riend"
beckoping., 1 can’te .

Bo ssying, Melvip galloped on. Searle looke | after
him for 8 mowent dubicusly, then plunged into the
wouds and disappeared,

“Who was that I saw you talking with?"” sskad
Fotheringay, as the other rode up.

“A rowdy beggar. Wanrted mouey, but I warned
bim off with my revolver,”

* You seem«d to be having a long talk together?”

“Yes,” apswered the engineer ghibly, * When he
saw 1 was armed he tried to bhn::g me into helping
bim, A good thing I was protected. 1 *old you the
roads were dangerous,”

Thomas Fu!huinru seemed satisfi- 1 with the ex-
plansticn, he secretly distrusted his cowpanion, and

lsanecd st kim from time to time with ill-concealed
islike, They rode on side by side, now gslloping
over oven ground, now descending to ford the in-
pumerable etreams watericg the deep gulches which

. e~osted the road. At last aboot midday, they entarad

Spers: za and reigned up at the drink-house, where
tLe usual loafers were gathered,

Here they reeted for a little time and procured
s-me rough refreshment, Then, after axranging to

“ 0! course it js | 2'¢ep Lhere st night, they roda on up the mountains,

. drearier, till at last, after a climb of two miles, they

At every step they took the way grew steeper and

reached a broad platesu of gloomy woods, Here
they siruok an old road, part of the bed of a torreat
which the miners had , years before, to turn

fourd themselves in a wild glen strewn with falleo

- boulders ard withercd trees, and watered by a brawl-

Here on the edge of the river, thers stood

irg river,

a rough wocden shanty, communicsting with an old
- dieused tramway which wound npward as if int) the
- very heart of the stony crags,

The place waas desolate beyond measure, but what
was their astonishment to see, as they rode up, smoke
ccming out of the iron chinney at tho shanty, snd a
wan seated quietiy at the door smoking a cigar,

It one J Kelso, surveying the prospest as if he
was quite at home ard had lived there all his hife,

BOOK IL—-CHAPTER X,
THE NIGOT ATTACK,

The two new comers re him in & m)>ment
Melvin started as if thunderstruck, while Fotheringay
geve a cry of joy. Jsck himselfl seemad rather

sstoni: hed at the rencontre, but accepted i with his |

usuval sang froid,

“How do
“ This is an unexpecied pleasure,”

Of Mclvin be took no rpotice whatever, Had he
doue 80, he might well bave been startied at the ex-

ion cf the Liishman's face, which was positively
ciatolie,

They dismourted from their horses, and after

elege, suffered them to grazs ;:I 3
nen
Fitheringay and Keleo shock hands very cordially,

“ What brirge you here ?” asked Jack,

“A visit of inspection, my dear boy,” replied
Fothcringay, resuming his old airy manner, which he
rever scemed able to wear comfortably befire Mel-
vin. “ We have come, hs, to count the nuggets,
Melvic assures me that they are lying here as thick
as gcossberries ard as large asfamily plum-puddinge,
But let me in turn be questioner. Why the deuce 5;
I ficd you bere ?’

“1 came for pleasure,” returned Jack, langbing,
“1 wanted to see the place. Came here this
morning with my frierd, Mr Dunn Bmith, whom you
will be pleased to know. Mr Bmith,” he cried, * will
you slep this way a mcomext?’

The burly figure of the sheriff ste out of the
slanty, rifle in band, as urual. Jack forthwith intro-
duced bim to Fotheringsy, who salated him ia his
grevrdest marner,

“ Ary friend of your'n, Mr Ke'so,” said Smith, “ is
o welcome se cowcumber in season. 8it I think
1've l“;:-u. CunmlIPo'berlnpy afore I”

“ y. I own lbe property.”

“Wal, yes,” re:urned the ohonﬂ , smiling,

“ You bought it from the Castro Mniog Cimpany
when it bust up, and I think I told a friend o' your'n,
Cunpel Slosne’ that you'd got & damn'd bad bargin,’

“ Precisely my opinion,” interposed Jack,

“1 bhope you're wrong,” said Fotheringay. ** Mr.
Eyrla Melvin here, who is distirgushed as an
engineer, assures me that the produce, when the works
are in order, is likely to be enormous,’

Mr. Emith locked of Melvin, who was standing
by, trembling with rage and vexation at the presence
of his detested rival; but who, forsing » smile, aad
moistecirg bis dry lipe with his tongue, said susvely—
h;n -y_rud and my eXperience are worth any-
thing——

b “I'm d’::lhthoé'u inot." said i&dekﬂﬁryly. Bat 1
know som 4 m w‘k"l 7O agroe-
sble, we'll go into the matter together,” you

“ Yery well,” returned the enginser, “ [ know you
are mo of mine, Mr. Kelso, but I defy you to
:lmon-ym“h,mditlm you wroag, 1

ask you to beg my pardon.”

“That’s fair enough,” said Jack, in the same dry
sceptical tone which wae 50 irritating to the enginear.

They entered the shanty, It consisted of ore
large chamber, somethirg like a ship's eabin, which
bad once been occupied by a number of mea : foe on

rough district, but Fotheringay stil ' | ove side were some duzen wo:den beds, or
_ irritable aud out of ;umr.

“A dem'd cutthroat place !” he cried, presently, as

two in a row, and rising one on top of the other tll
they reached the roof, In the centre of tie room
was 8 large stove fer cooking, with a pipe leading up
0 the iron chimney, and close to that was & table,
sttached to which was s vice, and on which lay a
hs mmer, somé rualy files, and two or three amall picces
of quartz, At band was aniron bowl, severs! iron
buckets, azd a peil of water from the river,

Melvin saw at & glance that Kelso bad slready
been st work and his bate deepened. After a shst

s'sy in the shan'y, from scme mystarious corner of

which Dunn Bmith produced a loaf of bread, a bottle

. of epirits, and scme glasses, they came out again into

the air,

“Wal gentlemen” said Dann Smith, “now I see
you comfortable, 1'll go back to the old woman, If
+0 be ns you're not foished by sunset, yoa can sleap
here : the shanty snug cnough, and ride down in the
morning.”

*1 think that is the best plan,” returmed Ksieo,
“ What say you, Colonel ?”

Fotheringay was quite agreeabls,

“In case of accudents,” coutinuzd the sheriff,
“ you've got your siz-shocters ; bat [ don’t aatici
o trouble. Ned Bearle and his gang wseid to frequeut
the old niu. bat I think 1I've seattered them acriss
creation—eond s deru'd g od riddance, tos”

80 saying, the burly sheriff placed his rifle on his
left ehoulder, his right hand being «till al @most nse ase.
and strode awny down the glen, The tarse go tlem-n
then fellowed the old tramany along the w4 ersds
erd sficr a mile’s w.lk through rocks a:d doulders
reacked the scene of ftormer oparalions—an ola
evgine-house with a crushirg will, a dian-ad erun-,

debris of all kinde, chaics, royes, und pulieys, Asove

them rose red er go, fiinged here nnd there aith

stunted firs and dwosrl pices, aud eut in taain by a

ne iny cataraet, which fed into a basia aud fod (e

 brawm.irg river.
fhere wes much 'o rea, and “of #s thay had sam-

llt‘ttd Lejr lutplﬂ'i. 1 ib was b 21 niu_g s grow lark

- The tzin, oo, was increastog, and “he uiz 12 thraateed
Ther galloped ont of the towp, and were 8331 ru* |

to be a stormy oce, It wam suzgasied th.t Kolso and

Melvio should ench select u fragmant of loose guserz
frem the mein shafz, and carry it with thom back b

the shanty, thers t he rxamined at lawn=w, [4i

" they did, acd ther hastened back (3 shelter, 037 »

ye do, Cclonel ?” he said, nodding. |

| the way

|
g

(i1t
ik

ll
£

ado
a8 possible,
m-unhl:

it . As he expected, it yielded no trace
ul"puiouuhl. Melvin followed suait, with »
differert resuit, At the bottem of the iron bowl
which contaired the last sed iment of his experiment,
glittered several graine of sparkling gold, Nor was

;

this all, On tke solid unpounded fragments
be bad placed aside were minute fragments of the
mme metal,

h?o%hmin;t) locked radisnt, Jack gavea prolunged
whist le,

“Yousee, Mr Kelso, I was right!™ cried the
engireer, shown g his white testh,

“ Promisicg—uo fur; but [ am not yet convinced.
Wait till to-moriow,”

"But I have g'ven you proof positive !”

“Question, How do [ know that that piece of
quartz dien't ecme with yeu from New York ?”

“ You raw me detach it with your owu eyes,” cried
Melvin inoigrantly,

“ 1 saw you detach @& pisce; bat how do I know it
was (A piece 7

“ Come, come, Kelso, you are unjust ! * interposed
Fotkerizgay. * Meclvin deserves an ap- logv.”

“Be won't ge: it from me—j3et. 1If he is hovesty
be will submit to further i+ vestigation,”

B ck with rage and mortifleation, Melvin struggled
sgainst & wild impulse to draw his knife and sta® his
tormertor then ard there: bat be knew his own
pbysical inferiorits aud bis beart fuiled him. While
the two others continued w0 talk together, be sat by,
livid, At last Fotberingasy, with a yawa, proposed
to lie down ni.d rest, and forthwith, wrapping his large
eloak arcund bim, rolled mto ove of the berths, the
cleanest be cculd select. A few minutes afltarwards
Kebho lollowed his example. Melvin remaiced sitting
by the fire, watching the light ne it Gickered on the
dark walls and roof of the shanty,

A couple of hours passed. Both Fotheringay and
Kclso seemed to be snund asleep. 8till Melvin did
pot rire. More than once his face was convuleed and
his hand touched the wespons n his belt, How
gladiy e w.u'd bave destroyed his enem
sleep ng, bad he dared. At last he rose and m
abou’ the room. His compenions seetned to continue
slceping, sound snd usdisturbed. He looked out
through the tmall window of one pane, The storm
had broken, and & wild mooa was pouring its beams
thrcugh the diiving cloads,

Suddenly he started., Scmethinrg looksd in at him,
bke the reflection of his own baggard fuce. He looked
egain. A figure stcod outside in the mooalight
teckonmirg.

The man he bad met on the highway, Ned Searle.

He locoked rourd, Newther of the pers stirred.
Then, quietly ard slowly, Re moved to the door,
paused , and looked round stealthily ; then opened
the door and crept out, closicg it behind him.

Scarcely bad he dote 10 when Jack Kelso crawled
from bis berth, snd apyroached the window on hands
snd kpees,

A few j3ards from the sbanty Meivin saw the
figure waitivg, He crept up to it,

“Ned,is 1t you? he whispereo.

“Yes. Coume this yer way, Mr Melvin.”

They crawled rather than walked tul shey reacned
the shelter of a large boulder, then they crouched
dosn. sud Bearle, grip the other flercely and |
uttering a Lorrible oath, —

“1 was watching yer—wa'chi:g all three—long
afore you guessed 1 was about, 1 w one o them
two, curse him—aund curse me if he leaves this place
alive !”

“* Which do you mesn ?”

“ Him with the beard, 1! was him that nick'd me
when 1'd jest covered Dupn Smith, Who's the other
—the swell with the cvercoat? ™ |

“One Fotheringey. Listen ta me Ned? Where |

are ycur men ? "

" Lsdy——fmr on 'em They'll come to my whistle,
What's te be done ? Mind you, him that shot me is »
dead man' I would'nt let him oF for twelty
thousacd dollars!”

“ No; kill him !" hissed the ergineer. * Kill him |
Here are five huadred dollars—all I have about me.
Co::]o or send to me for another five hundred whea
it’e done !’

* Right !” returned Bearle, taking the gresabacks,
“ We'll do it slick away. What about the swell >~

“ Kill him too, if you can—he's dangerous : but,
whatever 3 u do, don't let the other Ned,
quick—whisper! How's it to be done?”

‘ You leave that to me, guv'nor. As for you, you'd
telter make tracks”

They rore from their biding piace and separated,
srd Mclvin crept towards the borsee, which were
tetherid closs to the shanty, avder the shelter o the
crag cas' one free. ar dseizir g the other by the bridle,
ieeared it, At  thset moment the moon ecame
out brightly, acd be beard & ory from the
tbanty. Keiso was standing bareheaded at the door,

“Slop, you scouncrel! Biop, or I'll fire !”

But, wi'hout heeding, Melyin on the horse's
tsek and dashed down the road. was & flash,
8 sharp report, and a bullet whizzsed bis ear, |
Frightened by the sound, the horse away,
past the stan'y, and down the decline. Forta-
pately for the rider, it was sure-footed, and koew

blindfold,

As horse ard rider disa into the darkness,
there was a wild yell from the rocks above ths
shanty, and simultarecusly several bullets struek the |
door, miseirg Keleo by & bair. He rushed in and
closed the door,

““ Whoat the denece is tt[w mltt-w :.l.:rrld Fo:herin-
! , staggericg to his feet, .
n“:i'nnchery ! That villain, Melvin, has lod ns |
ivtoa trap ! The place is surrouanded !” |

Fotherirgay was astorished, but guits cool, Taking
a revelver from his breast pocket, he cocked iz

quietly.
“What does it mean, Kelso? Who are they ?
“QGod krows!’
A bnll-tferuhd through the window pane, mﬁ *
ing it to fragments, and just missing Kelso,
two men crouched down, Fotheringay armed with

his revolver, Kelso gripping a long double-barrelled
pistol iv each band. More wild yells came from

without, more builets rained into the shanty.
ciesr Lhat they were surrouard+d on avery side,
(To be continged.)

LONDON GOSSIP.

IFROM THE ™ COUSTY GENTLEMAN,

The heiress of the season 13 a young lady who
cocmes from the far North, Bhe is as rich as Ram-
sey, and beautiful. The lydy, who ia the deaghter
of a deceased coalowner, will be preseated at an early
Drawing Boom. Ramour bas it that her fortune
is considerably over a million. Oun this ascount she
will attract attention. Bat her earme

personal
slore would give her position in society, for she is, I

am assured, as rich {7 grase sad sccomplishments as |

she is in wealth, Another lady of the luuh-%. |

with a substantial fortane sad much beaucy,

also make her bow nest seasrcn.

xt “I% :nnudn;’rl -mm;ht

pext season. It Y that three
or four of the fortunes made in the northeem coal
trades have failen to mirnors, Mr. Is son of
mhrmm-hmfwﬂuﬁlhnhd&nﬂm
of his death, bas an evormous property. The young
ladies to whom 1 referred in a previous paragraph
tholihrh'nllhmln the scal pits, thange to
My (be

Tﬁon of theese young folk were all
dicals of reddest dye. The circles in which the

great heiress moves are peopléd with opulent folk
yeung snd old,

Mr., Whistier’s vicitors to Suffoli-street on Satur-
day grooped thomseives in froot of Lady Colin’s
ure and chatted sud criticised, *“ She is ver
dsome,” quoth the men. “Hhe is not st al
bandsome,” eaid the womer. Thes the great trial
was discussed, and those whe wefe not for her Iady-
ship were against ber. 1 beckled and beckled
down for scme bhoars, but there was always & crowd
at the Camwpbell picture talkinrg about Ars and divoroe,
pictares and painters, and eo-respondents. And
throughout the week this bas been continued. Mer.
Whistler stands vindiested a betror showman even
than Van Beers. | wonder that James did not set up
the porirait in a peep-show,

rRoM ** THE woRLD, '

1 bear that Lord Weymou'h will be selected t»
move the Address in reply to the Queen’s Speech in
the House of Commons on the opsning of
Parlisment,

Glaa tidirgs for anxious parents and guardians' A
nomber of extra commissions are about to be given
in the cavalry

quired to complete the new establishmont of regi-
wents in India,

Tre Duke of Northumberland is, I hear, seri

Ml at Alnwick. The ot Vv

heaith was an  insurmourtable ohstacle to Lord

Percy's mcceptance of the invitation to enntest the

Brentwccd Division iz the Co servative intarces,
The uew musketry regulstions will be issued

tbortly.  They will introduce many impirtant inno-

vations ecalculated ‘o p-uduce » better etadard of |

marksmac:bip, It is s tisfact:ry 10 know that ragi-
menta) muskotry wstructors are to he re-establishad.
But why call them assistan’-a0jutants? Tas titie is
s mwisnomer, «rd will vuly creata o5 Pasion.

The prespects of (E- vaicters seem mors chearing
thar Ihr;l' ba."h- Dty I’ T S0Ie F-ars past
Saturdey five tLorsard puands worth of i

‘ iras
were #01C at the [na’itute, ard artista hope for a

veritable Eldcredo in the six preat galleries whish
rl,n_" ﬂi~r:_l*d=ti- ! are bfuitding o0 Newevtls as parts of
Perr Jubilee Exhibhivi

Eir Redvers Buller has been set down in saveral

quartcrs as i Home Ruler, Tae revorse is, Dowever,

of the Lire, some 20 officers being re- |

critical state of his father's

Up to last |

if

fife

[
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that they might be remarried, the rst corsmony

haviog been performed some years previously by &
registrar. Tre offciating clergyman was a diguitary
of the Church, and all seruples on his part wers
removed by the iatimation that the Bi-hop of the
dices se had been communiested with and had given
his sapeticn. Only Christian namee were given for
purposes of the tervice. No entry was in the
parieh register, ard no fees could be charged, bai a
barcic mo « fering was made.

By the death of 8ir Richard Daeres, G . B., which
tcok place on Monday morning in Beighton, the Army
loses ore of its fic ld- marshals and the Royal A-tillery
its sevior c«fMicer. Ricbard Dacres was bhorn in the
last yenr of the 15:h centary.and his Srst comuission
bears the date of 1817. In tke paitieular >orpe to
which he telonged he had scen almost 70 yoars’ ser-
vice, and he was slrerdy middle-aged and still 4 cap-
tain when he fuught at Alms and Inksrman. nnd lgid
the fcundation ¢f future promotion. Ia 1581 he be-
came Coustal le of the Tower and Uselon Fotwi v wm of
the Tower Hamliets, offices which asre now rendered
vacart by bis demine. |

“Maxy Harrr Rervaxs or ™08 DAy ! —On Wed-
vesday, 1ecemter Sth, to Sir Harry Vernerv, Bare,

Bast., P.C., ex-M. P, born 1801. Oua Thareday,
December th, to Lord Camoys, bora 1855, On
Friday, Dascember 1(th, to Mr. Burve (one of

the three fourders of the Cunard y), bura
1795, Oa Saturday, Decomber |1th, o Mr. Simacl
P(‘-"‘F. Q.(i.. born 1824, On NJ; M-h.r lM‘I
to Sir Bobert Mont ., P.C., GCA81, dom
1809, O Monday, Eu-hr 13th, to Lord Moant-
Tewyle, P.C,, born 1811, On Tueesday, Decomber
14th, to tr e Hon, William 88, J. F, Brodrick, M.P,
burn 1856,

[Faox “ Tnore.”)

M»sjor Alifrey, of Wakefeld, has intimated to the
mem: bers of the South Berksbire Huat thet he s pre-
pared to succeed Mr. John Hargreaves in the master-
ebip, if & suitsble sabseription can be guaranteed, but
he jroposes to reduce the hunting from Hve days a
week to three,

No lewer thn fourteon tenants on Lord Ecxeler’'s
Burghley estate have given notice to quit their farme,
Lord Exeter aiready bas seversl farms on bis hands
for whbich bhe is urable to obtain lsmants, and

| many cther Nourthants lardlords are in the same

Yig bt.

d t is & remwarkable fact that 1 he ng News and
the Fremiog Stomda-d report more fully than any
other pspers the svider co mn the Colin Campbell case,
These Conservative journals sra the wkick find
esp.ecial favour with the Primrose and |
presume that they know better than [ do what
readirg plesses the MNames in their Habitations,

Ibere have jusl been two very large sales of pro-

erty, forming part of the Laneashire estate of Sir

Ehomn Fermor-Hesketh, About a thousand acres
of lavd, with numercus bouses and nﬁm ware
¢fiered in sma'l lots, and very high pr were
realised. Lord Lilford, who is an extensive land-
owner in West Laccashire, was the priucipal pur-
chever.

Scme Welsh lead minea, belonging to a seques-
trated estate, were ald in Edinburgh lsst week for
£030. 1t was stated in the sale-room that the bank-
rupt bed ciperded £100,000 in parchasing aod
developing these mices, 1 should not wonder if they

were Lrought out as & company, one of these days,
with a ¢ of balf a-million,

1 see that there 15 some idea m: rival
Liberal Lesgue, in which the of she
Primrcre League are (o be imitated, Agniost this |
rot:l:l. I;t ns bave no le-enT: “Blnul" n:
te “Knight- " e proposal is,
believe— na .f know— d by all Libersl
leaders, and it is to be that the common-sense

of the rank ard file, and their sense of wself-respecs,
will prevent them from giving in thelr adherercs to
muﬁ such association. The provineial prees
will do good service by joining in this protest,

The Bishop of Durbam struck the right nole on
the subject of episcopal incomes im his Visitation
Charge. Dr. Lightfoot declared, with charscteristio
fairness and liberality, that a scheme to reduce the
See of Durbam fer benefit of the smaller hivings
in the diocess * would receive *his most cordial sap-

" and he sdded that " he counsiders him<sif to

Id bis large offical income in trust for the henefit
of the diccese,” a3 it was beid by hts predecessor,
Bivbop Barirg, who cxpended not merely the whole
of his official income, but a considerzble amouat of
Lis lrige private fostune on the diocese. As Dr,
Lightficer tyuly obseived, ™ his boundiess generosity
was proverbial.”

1 bear that the ive Arab hores which the Sultan
of Muscat bas sent to the Queen are walued at
L350, 1If this Eastern potentals su that he
ts of corresponding value, he will

was !0 ged

preser
.4 bimsell woelully mistaken, as the hall-clock, tea-

rervice (ol choire Worcester chioa), guns, and gold
watctes which her Majosty is deepatehing to Mim
bave rct cost more than £300. [t may be hoped
tkat tke Suitan will not manifest his ntment
in Esstern fashion by ordering the bhead of his
Master of the Hores (who is to take back the gifts)
to be chopped off.

e e ———— e — S — — —

ART AND LITERATURE,

Miss Ellen Terry bas been suffering from a relazed
throat during the pa t week, and has completely lost
ber voice. Her place in the cast has been filed by
Miss Emery.

A rew volume of poems by Lord Tennyson ia to be
published by Mesors. Macmillan in about tem daye,
and 1 to be entitled, “ Locksley Hall, Sixty Years
Aftir, sad other JPul-n.'

Fpchr's “ Last Judgment™ was rendcred at Mary-
lebone Parish Church lset week by the large
choir of the church. Mr. William Hodge, the precen-
tor, presiced at the organ. The oratorio will be
n?toduchl‘lu-hy in Advent, at eight p.m,

r, Thomas Skinner, editor of “ The Stoek E:-
chavge Year Boe k,” " The of Directors,”
&e,, bhas imued for the forty-third half-
“ Lordon Banks and kindred Companies J'"
which kas becc me the
ﬂbﬁtdl in 'hith.i:::‘:- o

eals, Oe , Ghﬂ'-
pars tice, hB:L original [ lio form, a
collecticn «f Gecrge Oruikshank's plates
* Cruikabas kiana,” These piates, of which there were
upwarcs of eigh!y, were flrst published about half =
contury 8go,

Mr. Toole, after his proviveial cam which b
all acecunts bas been eminently -mr,.:o
cut eerned, retures (o lown, and reappears at own
ib:at:e on Mo:day, in & new and comedy,
celled * The Eutler.,” The pisce -:tlm...
at the Theaire llo; al, Manchester, last week snd was

warmly recrived.

M. deme Marie s EsainW )
T M

“ Lobergri ;" mi b Boea Compan
Weacescay lsot ot Noweastls, to the mi;-:
receipts,

ever krown at an « peras in Newenatle,
which wire consid: rably over £300, wers the
when Madame

ever drann ‘n Newcastle, exceptin
there u:ouhh the prices,

Christire Milsscn nppeared

Tte Duks of Argyll's new book, * Seotlsnd as It
Wes a:d ss It Is,” which, by the way, will be
lTusivs’ed, is Fivided icto seven chapters, of #hich
the titles icdiemte pretty olearly the cootents: —
Ceitic Feudalism, Age of Charters, Epoch of the
Clars, The Appeal from Chie’s to Owners, The

ouse of Ownership, Befl ) Burst
mmh p, Belfore the Dawn, The

The second dition of 1he life of Bishop Haming-
ton wi | contair & facsimile of a sketoh by the Bishop
of the but in whih he wes conficed. It was takem
from his sketcb-' 0ok, which wes recovered a: the
same time as his | ot giary, The firet edition of the
life, omssticg of 8 teen bundred o, ies, was disposed
of iv & furinghke,

Tte Record Crmn ittee of Derhyshire, appointed
by the Ucti ber Qumi er 205.1me, has resclved on the
publieation by subec ivtien of the salieat points of
the volow i cus 1om. w-n's of "he county, From the
tiae of Quien Elzareth dowrwards, The publicatiog

F will probably ke the furn :::f w0 quarte volumes,
Mesira, Bemrose acct 3 n 31l ha the publishe-s. and
the (diting has brer entru: ed o 'he hands of the
Bt;. Dr, Ccx.
Jerpal is to N commeneed on Jnnw’ 1’3
by the Natioral Fuoh Canlture Asscciation, 'nliﬂ:n-ft'
ouly informetion reg rdivg its ra setione from ‘ime
~ to time, and articles relatmg to -5 snd Ssherice ) hut
slron reccrd of whs takes place in sonnec’ion with
theee suhjects thr (g} cat the whole of the Uited
| Rirgéom, the eule: e, and abeoad, o
1 Tte L» rpool  Mercyr /' 9AYe . l.'p'“rdi of

£11,000 wae -&_1-! "D music st the Inte Exhibitin
in this eity, L belter adwinistration more ¢ould

" bavetein gt for suh a sum.,

-4 Thers is to b no
« €abi'ition bere 0o ' vime, hat the experience of Liver-
| pm.l mesienlly shoulc be of service to the promocrs
| of sim:ilar exhibiti: v e clscwhers’

Messrs, Suith, Eléer and Co, are to piblish &
brek entitled “ The Heign of Queen Victoria: A
| sf‘”ﬂ'f of iy Yonrs of Progress,” dea'ing with Lhe

varicus depurtmests of X o natioral life, Among
| tke coutributors are— Lird Wolseley, on ~ The

A'my; " Lored Brassey, oo © The Navy ;" Mr. Justice

Eowen, on *“The Aamiristeation of the Law ;" Sir

E. Welby, on “ The Civil Ssrvice ; " Sir Wi, Anon,

¢a “ The Development of the Conatitution, <2




