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READ ON TIS TRIAL

HE PLEADS «“NOT GUILTY”
TO THE

CHARGE OF MURDER.
— g -
NO WITNESSES FOR THE

DEFENCE.
VERDICT AND SENTENCE.
———

The trial of James Canham Read for the murder of
Florence Dennis, at Prittlewell, near Sounthend, last
Midsummer Day, wns opened on Monday at Chelms-
- ford Assizes,

;' READ WAS BROUGHT INYO COURT

in the custody of two worders, and walked with a
eharacteristically quick aud elastic step to the front of
the dook to have his plea taken., He was dressed in
thoe light tweed suit which he was wearing when ar-
- rested, and in his hand b carried several Inrgo sheets
- of blue pacer. Yince he has been in guol the ncensed
- hag gravwn g shovt board, and thoese swwho saw him during
tie Mamsterial examination ot Sonthend ab tivst failed
~to recogniso him, On heing called on by Mr. Arthw
| Denman, the Clerkof Assize, he plecied ' Not guilty
1 a quiet, confident tone; bub, In veply to an indict-
mond charging him with cmbezzling a Sum of £L150
coidd, the woney of thoe London and West India

Docks Joint Committee, his cmployers, e admitted

JAYMVS CANTIANM RBAD,

| Lis emilt with a slight inclination of his head, Then,
placing his hauds behind kis back. 1n an unconcerned
swav. he watched the jury heipg sworn, cavefully
serutinizing each one of them as they teook the hook.
A chair was nexd provided for him, and he fook lus
sent belween two wardors. Crossing his svms and
Jeas, his attitude was one of apparent ease and uncon-
corn yhile
MR, LOCKWOOD OFPENED THE CASE
by setting forth the circumstances relied on by the
yrosecution for attributing the erime to the prisoner—
}liS secr b eorrespondence and immoral connection with
the murdered eivl: the diflienities pressing upon bim in
| consequence of her approaching eonfinement; his tele-
grapliic message to her arranging a meeling for
- June 23, which wus a day before the murder; his ab. }
sonce fronut his own home and his other known places
of resort on that day: his flieht on the Mounday after
receiving a telegram from the girl's sister asking what
had become of her: the fact {hat be had taken pos-
" session of a revolver belonging to his brother which had
nob been found, but which was of a gauge corresponding |
to that of the hullet found in the brain of the murdered |
~ girl ; and other facts,

EVIDENCE FOR THE PROSECUTION.
. The first witness called was Mr. Caton, a surveyor,
~ who produced plans of the scene of the murder and the
- surrounding neighbourtood.

Rev. John Chandler, & Baptist minister, of Prittle-
well, stated that on Monday, June 25, about 8.30,
while walking along a footpath, and within a few feet
~ of the spot where the murder was committed, he found
~a glove. The grass had been beaten down.
~ Frederick Rush. of Royal-terrace, Southend, gave
- evidence as to the finding of the body,
~ Cross-examined by Mr. Cock, Q.C.: There was a |
- pood deal of blood round the woman’s head. The body
was lying on 1its bacle,
| PRISONER’S ARREST,
~ Polico-sergeant Alfred Marden, stationed at Southend,
suid he remembered the morning of June 25, About

half-past eleven o’clock on that morning he saw Mrs.
~ Ayriss ot the police station. She made a communica-
" tion to him, of which & nole was made. About a
- quarter to seven ithe same evening the last witness
~cane to bhe station, and afterwards pointed out to him
~ the body in the brook. The body was lying on its left

side. The hat was on the woman’s breast, Her head

was towards the farm and her feet towards Prittlewell. |
Mo failed to find any trace of footmarks, The grass
 between the footpath and hedge was flattencd down, ,

" There wag an opening in the hedge, through which the
- body could bo moved. He saw a clot of blood on the
footpath. He made a thorough search, but found |
‘no rovolver. He was on duly with Deteotive-
inspector Baker at Upper Mitcham, where they saw
the prisoner. As they approached Read walked into l

Rose Cottnge. Inspector Baker went to the door
and knocked, He saw the inspector speak to o femals,
and the prisoner came to the door, The inspector
beckoned him, and they then arrcsted Read. At the
- police station, Read suid, *‘ Mrs, Ayriss knows more
about this than I do; you may believe me or not, but
this is all rot about Southend. I was thinking I ought
to have gone to the inquest to make a statement.”

To Harry Read the prisoner said, ‘* What do you

FLORENCE DENNIA,

think sbout the little millkmaid now? Isn’t she
a—-'" Then he stopped. Proviously the sergeant

" had found a letter in Florrio’s box addressed to ** J. C.

- Read.” ,
THE DOCTOR 8§ EXAMINATION.

~ Dp. Waters then told the story of how he was called

" to see the body as it lay on the path. Florrie had been
dead by that time for, he should say, sixteen to twenty
hours. From the black marks round the wound he
ahonld say the shot was fired quite close af hand.
The yesistance of the bone acconnted for the condition

of the bullet. The girl was eight months in
pregnancy.
" A SISTER OF THE DECEASED.

A married sister of the decensed, named Emma Deoe,
residing ot Shecrness, spoke to the occasion when Read
with Mrs. Ayriss met heravd Florrio, Shotook in two
lottors for Florence, but her husband objected to the

~practice, and she refused to take 1 any more.

THY CORRESPONDENCE,

- Widow Schmidt stated that she attended Mrs,

~ Ayriss ot St. John’s-hill during the confinement. She

aave evidence as to the letters sent fo and from there.

The defence here scemed to be that the letters sent by

Florence were sent on behalf of Mrs., Ayriss, Mr.

Tockwood re-examined on the point, and asked,

‘¢ Ware those letters sent on behalf of Mrs, Ayrisa?”’

¢ Tt could not be,’” replied Mrs. Schmids, ** because

I had to promise her » Put the witness was nob

allowed to finish her sentonce.

Evelina Dennis, aged fourteen yeare, sister of the
deceased, residing at Marine Parade, Sheerness, stated
that when ber sister was staying ab Sheerness during
the last summer she had letters and telegrams ad-
dressed to her in thie name of ‘* Talbott’ at shops in

the district,
Irederick Dennis, & seaman, of Warine-parade,
Sheerness, brother of the deceased, stated that his
| sister in May lnst came to stay at Shoerness.  One
Sunday he remarked to hissister about a man who was
walking about in front of the house, and whom he now
recognised as the prisoner. His sister, howover, didnot
- make any answer to his question,
 Mr. 4ill; She asked you for advice and you gave
it5—I did: and she then wrote the reply, which I
posted for her, It was addressed to the prisoper. A
few days later she received anotiber letter, and weny
out the same evening. Next day, as we were in the
patlonr, she called my attention to a man who had
passed the window,

Miss Alice Huches, milliner, Sheerness, stated that
while Miss Dennis was staying at Sheerness she had
letters addressed to Lier shop in the name of Talbott
and Johnson.

Tucsday’s work hegan with further examipation of
post-oftice and telegraph oflicinls on the subject of the
anonymouns telegrams sent to the murdered girvl at
Sheerness and Southend,

- TRE MOTHER OF FLORENCE,

After them Mras., Dennis was callod. She 1s ap.
parontly about fifty-five years of age, and was dressed
in deep black, with a heavy black lace veil. She de-
seribed herself as the wife of a working harness maker,
living nt 44, Mavine-pavade, Shoerness, with some of
lior children. Her husband lived elsewhere, and only
camne there occasionally. Her daughter Florrie had
wsually lived with her, but had from time to time paid
long visits to her sister, Mrs. Ayriss. She was twenty-
thrco years of age. She last returned home from a
visit at Christmas iast, and remained at home {ill
June 19, when sho communicated to witness the fact
that she was preguant, naming the f_a,ther of the ehild,
and the time and place when the intimacy took place.
Witness had only scon Read once, on an accasion when
che visited him at the docks in company with Mrs,
Ayriss, On learring Florrie’s condition, witness took
hor to Mrs. Ayriss’s house at Southend. A few days
before the murder she went, at Florrie’s request, to
the post-offica, Marine Town, Sheerness, and obtained
n teleoram nddressod to Talbott, Bhe opencd and
vead it, and then scnt it on by post to Florrie at |

Gouthend.
EVIDENCE OF MRS. AYRISS.

Mrs. Ayriss's pame was called next—and she
entercd the court amid a palpable stir of euriosity.
Lesd glanced at her, and then resmmed his study of
the bine foolscap folios on which he was taking notes,
Fyrom time to time ho glanced ut her as she gave her
answers ; bub the two were so situated in the court |

-

that except by instinet she could scarcely have been
conscious of his scrufiny. She i3 a plain, thin womsan,
with high eheekbones and imperceptible eyebrows, and

a voice which is like her moihers, except that it is |

slirhily less difficult to hear. She reecited the story of
her acquaintanceship and her illicit intimacy with the
prisoner without betraying any coufusion, and nothing
more than a slieht irresolnteness in remembering
dntos. 'The clandestine correspondence which she had
had with Read was addressed to her in the name of
Mrs. Neville: he had never written to her as Lintimer,
Porhaps the most curious feature in her evidence on
these points was her striving after exactness, The
intimney with him censed, she said, in March, 1892,
throe years nfter it had hegun. He continued to
write to her on odd occasions, never under the name of
Latimer, always under that of Neville. Her sister
Worence was staying with hex in May, 1802,

Did you know at that time that your sister Florence
was in connunication with Readf—No.

Laker in this year you removed to Kingston-on-
Thames—( Yes)—and there did you find an envclope In
vour sister’s skirt pockeb addressed to Miss Lmbimer?

The Witness answered yos, and as she gave how
answer, suddenly, withont warning, began to ery. The
prisoner leaned forward and looked ecagerly ab her. But
Mrs. Ayrisz wiped her eyes, and presenbly went on
with her evidence as comwosedly as befora, She said
that the envelope bore the postmark of the Royal
Albert Docks,

The evidenco then prssed on to the alternation of
Florence Dennig’s residences ab Hanwell and Sheev-
ness. I'lorence went to Hauwell in Qetober, and re-
turned to Sheerness on Dccember 24, 1593,  Mrs,
Ayriss did not see her from that date until June 19,
when Florrie was brought hy her mother to Southend,
in consequence of whut she had said about hier condi-
tion. When Florence came to Southend she made to
her sister the same staieent that she had made to her
mother rerardine the father of the child.

Did your sister then write a letter to someonoP—

Yes.
To srhom was tha lelter addressed P—To Mr. Read,

Royal Albert Doclks,

You saw your sister post it P—Yes,

Can you tell ws from memory what was in the
lotter P—The witness respondod in a voies so low that
it was heard with great dificulty, that, as far as she

conld remember, it ran :—

Denr Sir,—I have left Stieerness, and am staying at South-
end. I shouldlike to ey from yon what n.rr&nﬁramnnts yon
have made, Write to Miss Dennis, Post Uffice, bouthond.

M, Ayriss said that they expectad an answer to this
letler, and that one was received, and hat, following
upon the roceipt of this communication, ¥lerence made
cerinin proposals and srrangements. Ior evidence

thon went on to deal with the day of tho murder,

THE DAY OF THY MURDER.
Florence, in consequence of the crowdod condition of
the house of Mrs, Ayriss, was to have slept at the
honse of a deighbour, Mrs., Eggers, on the Sunday
nicht. She went out to zo to Mrs. Yiggers’ al about

half-past eight. Next morning—Monday—DMrs, Ayriss |

found that her sister bad not come home after going
for o wale on Sunday night, and there was no lstter
from ler to say where shio might be. Mrs, Ayriss then
went on to 1he police station to give information that
hor sister was missing, and she gave a dusoription to
the police of her sister and of another person. After-
wards, when her husband camo home, Mrs. Ayriss
made p communication to him, in consequence of which
a telogram was despatohed.

The telegram was addressed to ‘° Read, Ioyal
Albert Docks,”” and it said, ** Whero is Florrie? Wire
ot onece.”™

Later in the same day Mrs. Ayriss said that she had
received a letber from Read, which ran :—

Denr Mrs. Ayriss,—What iz the meaning of yonr extra-
ordinavywire? DPlease write fully, Iave not seon tle young

person for gnite eiphteen months, when youn wore living - at
8t. dohn's-hill.—Taithiully yours,
J. U. READ,

You did not see the prisoner at Southend either on

the Saturday or Sundayt—No.
When you were before the Coroner and before the

police Dagistrates you swore you did f—YXes,

MRS, AYRISS,

And you deseribed the circumstances under which

you saw him?—Yes,
1t was not true that you had seen him P—XNo,
MRS, AYRISS'S CROSS-EXAMINATION,
Cross-examined by Mr, Cock, Q.0.: She bad made
nntrue statements as to seeing Read, and as to his
dress and actions on the Sunday night, knowing weil
that he was on {irial for his lifa. Her husband knew
nothing about her mestings with Read. ©She did not,
when ot St. John’s-hill, ask her sister to let Read know
of the birth of her (Mrs. Ayrisa’s) child. Letters from
Read were addressed to her as ‘* Mrs, Neville? and
¢ Miss Dennis.”” She did not receive communications
from him sddressed ‘f Talbott’ or ' Latimer.”” She

“yeceived telegrams from him addressed ** Harris,”” but

in no other name. Her husband opened all letters.

In furtlier cross-examination, Witness said she kept
the lstter found in Florrie’s skirt ount of curiosity.
She asked Florrie if it had heen wrilien to her, and
TMlorrie denied that it had. Wibness still kept if, ho-
ever. Witness denied that the letter was intended. for
her. She made an appointment to moeet Read at
Victoria Station 1n Mareh, 1894, She wanted to tell
him that she was abhout to take a house and let apart-
ments at Southend. She thought 1t would be the last
opportunity of seeing him at that time. Bhe did not
know her sister was enceinfe. She did not then tell
him her sister had got into trouble with a soldier, and
gslc him if he could help her., She kunew that Head
was a married man,

WHAT MR, DOWTIIWAITE 5AW,

Robert Dowthwaite, an umbrella manufacturer,
living at North-street, Prittlewell, deposed that on
the night of June 24 last he was in Solentyne’s-lans.
It was ten o’clock, He was walking towards Prittle-
well. When he got on the road adjacent to Potta.
way's sheds he met a man and woman walking arm-in-
arm. He (witness) passed on the side on which the
man was walking, Witness had an opportunity of
seeing both. He saw the woman's {nce. He could
not see the whole of the man’s face, He belisved that
the body of the deccased was that of the woman he
saw on the Sunday night, and he afterwards identi-
fied the prisoner ag the man he saw with the woman,

AT BENFLELT.

Police-constuble Daniell, stationed at Benfleet, said
that on Monday, June 25, he was on duty at Bentleet
about & quarter-past one o’clock, when he saw the
prisoner coming from the direction of Southend. Ie
said to tho prisoner, ‘‘ Hullo, suv’nor? You're up and
dressed early this morning?’’ Prisoner said, ** Yes.
Can you direct me to Benfleet?”’” Witness said,
““ You're in Benfleet now. Who do you want?’”’ Pri.
soner sajd, ‘I want no one here. 1 want the road to
Yiondon.”” Witness directed him, and the prisoner
thankad him and said, ** Good morning,™

AT THE DOCKS. -

Mra. Teresas Scammel, the wife of one of Read’s
brother clerks at the Albert Docks, saw Read on the
morning of June 25—the morning after the murder.
He looked, she thought, lessneat and spruce than usual,
Mrs. Scammel was followed by other witnesses mores
immediately conneeted with the Royal Albert Docks.
They testified that Read had left his offica rather
enrlier than usual on the Saturday ; and one of them-—
Mr. Burgess—noticed the unusual circumstance of a
fire in Read’s room on Monday. Read’s excuse for a
fire on the hot June dany had been that he wanted to

clear the air of the yoom.
READ'S DAUGHTER IN THE BOX.

Erama Read said the prisoner was her father, On
Friday night, June 22, he was at home, and left the
next morning., From the time he left she did not see
him agnin till he wag at Southend., As her father did
not come home on Monday, June 25, she wiote to him,
She did not remember whether he was ever ab home
on Sundays since Jonuary. She saw a revolver case
under the couch at her home. After her father woni
away she did not see the revolver again.

By Mr. Cock: She saw the ravolver case. She never

saw the revolver.

MISS KEMPTON EXAMINED. ’

Beatrice Diva Kemptoun, living with her parents at
Cambridge, said that in October, 1892, she was engnged
as & confectioner’s agsistant at Gloucester-road, Lon.-
don, ab the Gloncester-rond Railway Station, The same
month she met the prisoner, and aiterwards she mot
him by appointment, He gave his name as Edgar
Benson, said ho lived at 16, North-street, Poplar, and
was omployed at Peek Brothers, tea merchants, as a
travelier. He wrote to her from 16, Novth-streot, and
she answered him there. He said he had a sister

named Bessie, who was married to a My, Parker, and’

was living at Canterbury. He told her that in 1892 he
was going to remove from North-street to Mile-end-
road, whers ho was going to live with a friend, named
Harry Bdwards., (Harry Read, brother of the necused,
was here hrought into court, and identified by the wit-
ness as the man who had been introduced as Harry
Edwards.) Prisoner seduced her.
MR, AND MRS. BENGON. |

At this point letters from the prisoner to the witness
were read by counsel. In one of these missives he
dercribed her letters ns bemg *as cheering as winber
Bunheams, only warmer.”’ Another related to a nro-
jected visit fo *“ the Rdwards’s” ot Sheerness. Fro.
ceeding, Witness spid she did not go to the Edwards's.
She stayed at Hallingbury with the prigoner, where
they passed a8 Mr, and Mrs. Benson. In’ October,
1893, she was at Cambridge, and told him of her condi-
tion. She asked him to marry her, and he said he could
not very we}} maryy Liay 'iIIEt‘tl‘!BH. She had no idea he
was o married man, Fo afberwards snid he would
marry her when her haby was born, and ﬂu%gested
that she should go to Little Hallingbury to be con-
fined, andshe went there, he instructing her to tell her
parents that she was going to Tiyde to act 08 a com-
pauion to o lady named Mrs. Prince, She remained ab
Little H_ﬂ“mgb}lr.? from Decomber to January, when
bhe negotiated with Mrs, Young for apartments ab Rose
Cottage, Mitcham. He wrote that he should give Mr.
Prince, of Boyde, and Mr, Johnson, of Clapham, as re-
ferences. IHe had, he wrote, told Mrs, Young these
people had known them some years. Before leaving.
Hallingbury prisoner showed her a revolver. He said
he carried 1t becaunse i was such a lonely road, and
neople were stopped.

A DEAWNA OF REAL LIFR,

In a subsequent letter Lie wrote, '* We have aocted a |

drama of veal life, but the slightest mistake in onr
whole policy would spoil the whole thing, , o . It

|

l

1802, he censed to he in employment.,

has been a thousand to one against thinga working as
smoothlyas theyhave. Ithasalmost been miraculous.
Prisoner had also given her what purported to be &
marriage certificate, but she did not believe it to be &
genuine document., Thacertificate was dated March 19,
1803, and purported to be a marringe between James
Edgar Benson and Boatrice Diva Kempton, and signed
by the Rev. J. Pwaldow, M.A., Viear of South Ken.
sington Church. ,In & subsequent letter prisonor said
‘¢ (jibbs has smashed for £3,000, and lot me in fox
£186 and £70 in cash.,’”” On June 22, prisoner wrote
gayine that he would be unable to spend Saturday and
Sunday with her as usnal owing to having an engage-
ment at Canterbury. On Juns 25 prisoner arrived at
Rose Qottage, and e then looked somewhat dejected.
She remarked upon his appearance, and said that he
wanted nshave, He said that he was too tired to shave,
Witnoess then related the jonrney to Croydon and the
nurchase of the clothes for Read. Ou Thursday and
Friday following he despatched numerous telegrams
from variona I‘RiIWﬂ;y' sbationa to Rore Cobtage inguiring
“if all were well.” WNotb knowing what he meant she
roplied in the afirmative. On Salurday he again came
bank, and stayed there until lie was arrested.

Witnesses from Milo-end-rond and Clapham-park-
road gave ovidence ns to receiving letters for Read.

READ'S HANDWRITING,

The first witness called on Wednesday was a posk-

office clork named Warren, who spoke as to the receiph

of o particular telegram nt Southend,

HARRY READ IXAMINED.

Harry Victor Read, brother of the prisoner, srid he
wis an insarance agent.  In 1802 witness was em-
ployed at 18, Novph-stveet, Poplar. In December,
He had at the
time in his possossiem arevolver and o box of cartridges.
The revolver wuns in a leabber case,

HARNY VICTOR READ,

nockeb on one occasion at the prisoner’s house, His
sistor, Mrs. Kelly, was there. On that occasion he
Joft the revolver and cartridges with his brother.
Fhe box produced wns similar to the box he had, It
was o pin-fire revolrer, and ook a No. 7 cartridge,
He thought he had received one or two letters for his
brother at North-strect, Poplar. e did not remember
the lebters coming for the prisomer in the name of
Edgar Benson. He (witness) had one or two letters
addressed to him in Mile-end-road in the name of
Fdwards, o supposed he was introduced in the name
of Idwards to some friends of Miss Kempton, He
nover went to Richmond Park with Miss ¥ empton and
his brother. He was on very mtimate terms with his
brother, and visited a% his house. He had no sister
namad Parker living at Canterbury. Witness, pro-
ceeding, said he never stayed at Sheerness., and never
invited Miss empion there. He Lad no iden on June
22 where his brother was going, His brother did not
tell him he was going to Canterbury. They went to
Charing Cross by "bus.

Do you know whero the West
Offico 1s7—No, I do not. _

When you got off the 'bus at Charing Cross did you
meet someone?— Yes, while wolking along I met a
gentleman I had met betore,

Do you know where he lives?—No; we made our
way round the Hovse Guards, the Green Park, and
then Hyde Park, We mot Jr. Kendall at the Marble
Arch. It was about twenty minutes past ten, The
envelope produced was not in his handwriting. Tlge
words, “*Myr. Superintendant Hnwtrey,”’ were 1n s
handwriting, but nothing else. In Junelast he had a
violet pencil. He never left his brother during the
whole of the evening of June 22. He first heard of
the murder on Wednesday, June 27, in the evening,
He went to Jamaica-street on the Thursday, ano thera
saw his brother’s desk, and forced it open, He firsh
heard from his brother the week after the girl had becn
murderad, .

Mr. Gill: Do you sny you forced open this desk
without having received any letter from your hrother?
At his wifo's wish—ves.

When did you know of Rose Cobtage, Mitcham ?—
In the first letter from my hrothet. _

How many times did vou write to him before his
arrost P—I think about three, I am not sure.

When did you first, if ever, hear him speak of Mrs,
Ayriss ? How long beforo June of this year?—A couple
of years. He calied her the dairymaid, '

Did he ever tell you of his relations with her aister?
He said something about a girl npmed Flo, ‘

How long lefore July 7 did your brother mention
Mvs, Ayrigs or her gister Flo?—I should think about a
cotiple of vears.

Did you hear him mention on the way to the station,
“ What do you think of the little dairymaid now P’—

Yes.

And the last time he mentioned her before was two
yenrsi—Yes,

By Mr. Cock, Q.C.: Ro had not seen the lebter-card
(produeed) from his brother,

Mr. Jvvine, managzer of Messrs, Tiley’s, having stated
that the bullet found in the woman’s head was from a
No. 7 Eley cartridge, Detectiveinspector Boker gave
an account of Read's arrest and tha statements he
;nTlde; these, however, lhave already been published

ally,

This closeild the case for the prosecution, and the

Clerk of Arraigns read the statement mnde by Reud to

Strand Telegraph

Mi83 KEMPTOXN,

the Magistrates to the efiect that he had not geen the
deceased girl for eightecn months hefore her death,
SPEECH FOR THE DEFENCE.,

No witnesses were called for the defence. Mr. Cock,
hefove addressing the jury, wrged thab he had the last
word in the trial, and only the Attorney-General had
the richt to reply, although no avidence was called on
the purt of the prisoner. Affer some discussion the
Judge overrnled the objection to the Solicitor-General
replying on the question.

Mr, Cock then commenced his address to the jury.
This was, be raid, a case in which no single fact had
heen produced in the course of the investigation which
would in nny sense justify them in bringing & verdiet
of ** Guilty '* agninst the prisoner, They had to consider
a, most extraordinary story, as the prisoner had gaid
there wns one person who played a large pact in this
caso whose condneb required the severest examination,
whose word had by herself been branded as the
word of a perjurcr, the person who played probably
the most prominent part in this drama—Mrs, Ayriss.
Tt would be for the jury to cousider fully what were
the relations between the prisoner and Mrs., Ayriss,
and what part they played in the charge eventually
brought agninst the prisoner. He should submib that
Florence Denbis was a shield between Mrs. Ayriss
and lhor bLusband, Florenco Dennis became the
mistrezs of the prisoner; indeed, that was the only
thing that suggested a mofive for the crime so far as
$ho prisoner was concerned. No living soul had, how-
over, pretended to have seen the prisonor and Florrie
together wuntil the day on which she meat her
death, No living being ever saw those two people
in ench other’s society, nobody suggested that they
saw them from the day that they were introduced
at Clapham Common till the day the unfortunate
woman lost her life. If the relations suggested
existed, there wonld have been some evidence forth-
coming for the jury’s conslderation to show that at
any rate the prisoner and the girl were from time to
time in each othor’s company. Such evidence was
abgolutely wanting, The flight of the prisoner, he
arpned, was due to tho robbery only. Read's history
showad that he was & kindly man and not a blood-
thirsty rufian who would murder » woman for the
utterly inadequate motive of avoiding an affiliation
summons, which was the worst that could have hap.
pened to lim.

REPLY OF THE SOLICITOR-GENERAL.

The Solicitor-Genernl roseto reply at twenty minutes
to four. He said thab, with regard to the motive,
affitintion proceedings againgt Iead would mean
exposure in the eyes of the dock company, exposure of
his wicked donble life, and bis neglect of his wife.
Moreover, there would be exposure in the eyes of the
womnn he was so passionately fond of —Miss Kempton.,
He was surprised {o hear Mr. Cock dismizs tha question
of motive so lightly., All the hours in Read's life
between the Saturdayafternoon before the murder and
the Monday morning afterithad been lefta secaled book,
and all Mr. Cockcould dowas to suggost that Read was
betraying Miss Kempbon, and was indulging in a fresh
intrigne with vel another woman, rather than disclose
whosoname Head, in some chivalrous humour, preferred
to allow it to remain in gloomy mystery. There was
not one aingla moment accounted for in the whole of
Read's time between Saturday and Monday, He
agreed with counsel for the prisoner that no single fact
proved the puilt of the prisoner, but the cumulative
effoct of the evidence for the Crown proved Read’s
guilt ns clearly as if his hand had been seen pulling the
trigger of the pistol which kuled Florence Dennis.

On Thursday, tha Solicitor-General began to deal
with the evidence of the witnesses who said they saw
Read ab Southend on the day of the tragedy, and main-
tained that on what wus unguestionably honest evi-
dence Read had undoubtedly been seen with the girl a
short time before the murder,”

UP.

THE JUDGE SUMS

‘Thﬂ Judge, after s short ahsence from court, began
his summing ap punctually at halt-past eleven, At the
ontget he impressed upon the jury the importance of
not allowing questions of morality to have weight in

“deciding upon a charge of murder, except in so far aa

fhey went towards proving or disproving that charge.
It had been suggested hy the defence that no direct evi-
dence had beenled againsttho prisoner, butonly whatwas
commonly called cirnumstantial evidonee, That was un-
doubtedly true, but if tha jury received ns true a suffi.
cient number of fncts relating to the person’s conduct

|
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Ho had 16 in his .

l

“cheques for £10 10s. gach

another. employé, and prisoney

at the time of the crime, and near it ag would lend

them to believe the prisoner caused the deafh of this
woman, their duty was to give a verdict of guilty,
It was his duby in such cases to show the jury law, but
in this particular cnse no question of law arose. His
remarks would be bribf. A theory of suicide was of
course ont of the question,

His Lordship spent some time in seanning the
evidence as to the lattor lettors and telegrams, Refer-
ring to the Charing Cross telegram he pointed out that
Harry Rend deniod having sent it. Such a telegram,
however, was received, because it had been produced
hy the Past Offica people, and it bhad been actod upon.
Mrs, Ayriss confessed that

SEE HAD NEEN UNTRUTHFUL _
when she first appenrad before the Magistrate, This
woman must be dealt with by the jury entirely, She
had undoubtedly reason for n strong. intense feeling
arainst the prisoner, and whether she was carried
away by that feeling without having sufficient regard
for absolute accuracy that should he demanded of her,
the jury would he able to form an opinion. On the
mnain yuesfion, however, they would prohably accept
the evidence, which was supported by facis proved mn-
dependently, and to which her testimony added force.
There could bo no doubt as o the fact that Lead
wnas in possession of a revolver for some fime, In con-
clusion, he nsked them {o carefully consider all {hese
matters, and to retura a verdict in nccordance with
their onth, It was ten minutes to oneo’clock when the
Judge concluded his remarks, and the jury at once 1n-
timated their desire to retire,

THR JURYMEN RETIRE,

As the jury loft the court, Rend turned on his heel
and darted rapidly down the steps to the cells below.
He trembled somewhat and did not attempt to gaze
around the court, as was his wont early in the weelk,
The Judgo, alter brief consultation with the clerk of
assize, rose and left the court, Harry Read pnced
restlessly up and down the outer hall, Here several
other witnesses had gathered awailing the result.

THE JURY RETURN,

After being away for forty minutes, the nsoer’s ery
of ** Silonce '’ announced the reburn of the jury, and
the buzzing conversation which pervaded the courd

| while they were absont changed to a silence awiul in

its intensity.,

When the twelve men on whose very lips the fate of
the acensed man now in truth rested had filed into their
genls, and answearad to their names,

Rend was apain placed at the bav, where ho stood
firmly for a moment, and then snt down,

The Clerk of the Arraigns to the jury: Have you
agreed on your verdict?

The Foreman: Wae have.

Clerk of Arraigns: Do you find the prisoner guilly
or not guilty of wilful murder.

VERDICT.,

“ Guilty,” came the solemn answer. Nobt a sound
could be heard. The spectators seemed held by some
strange spell as fhe Clerk asked in a short jerky way,
“ Jumes Conham Rend, have you anything to say why
sentence of death should vot be passed upon you &'’ “1
have,” was the firm reply.

READ'S SPEECH.

Read paused slighily, then deposited the familiar
bundle of papers on the ledge in front of him, he placed
one foot upon the ledze, and looked up calmly at the
Judee. Scavcely o muscle on his face moved. He
spoke ns strongly, as feaviessly, and as dramatically as
he did st Southond. Infact, his remarksand his whole
attitude rominded one more of & man adidressing an
orcinary gathering of spectators than & man upon
whom the dread sentence of the law was about to be
passed. As at Southend, his statement was a tissue of
depials. He said: ““TI would wish to repeat that Tam
perfectly innocent of the charge, that ik is now two
years gince I have even seen Florence Dennis, that T

llave never written to her, and that I have never re-

coived one letter froin her.

““Not until October 22 this year did I know where
the murder was committed, when a plan of the place
was shown me by my solicttor, |

“*T have never fired a revolver in my life. The
revolver spoken to in evidence hns not been in my pos-
session since the end of February last.

*“T have never baen to Hanwell in my life. -

““Tt was in March Inat, while Mrs, Ayriss said it was
in the Mavch preceding. that I received from her a
letter making an appointment at Victoria Station, |

““Y met her, Tt was there she told me that her |
sistor I'lorences Dennis had got into trouble with a
soldier at Hounslow, and she begged my pecuniary
assistenee,

*8he wanted to borrow o sum of £50. I told her I
had not fifty pence, and that if T had £50 ¥ wanted 1t
for my family. FEavly at that meeting Mrs, Ayriss
told me that the objeet of her cill there was with re-

ard to business diffienlities, which, she said, opporessed
ey, but before she left that night she explained to me
thie real objeet for which the money was required.

““ In her evidence she told us fhat the mesting laated
ten minutes ; it Iasted three hours,

““Tastly, T have to say that at the time that the
murder was committed according to the evidence, [
was as noarly us possible ffty miles from the spot.”

Having finishad, Read turned round and quictly sat
down, flushed o little and striving to conceal his inward
excitements,

SENTENCED TO DIATH,.

Then, amid profound silence, the Judge pub on the |

lack eavp, and in these words prssed santence :— |

James Canham Read, you have bheen found guilty
of murder, uovon evidence which I think can leave no
doubht in the mind of any person who has been 1n this
court and heard it. |

No lLenefit, I think, can arise from my making any
ohservabtion with regard to your offence. What has
been your temptation, and what your guilt, God alone
can know.

But I do ask you most solemnly hefore I pnss that
sentence—which 18 the only sentence that can be
parsed in such o caze —fhat you give such time as you
have here left you to look mnte Him Whose law you
have so grievously offended for that pardon which He |
alone can rive. |

The sentence of the Court i3 that you be taken from
hence tn the placé from wheneo you came, and from
thenee to a nlice of exeention, and that your bhe there
hanged by the neck until vou shall be dead, and tint
vour hody be atlerwards buried in the precinets of the
prison in which you shall have been lrst confined after
:vouir conviction, and may God have mercy on your
sonl,

T'he Rev, B, R, Jervis, chanlain: Amen,

Read wns then removed,  Before leaving the court
and the {nces which had become so familiar to him, he
enst a contemptuous glance around, and then hfting his
forlscap notes from the table in front of him, passed
down the siairs with a jaunty step, holding his Liead

| erect as if 1n protest against an injustice.

'There was some formal business, sich as re-
liavinzg the jury of certain attendances ab court
m fubure, and refunding of money found
on prisoner to his employers, and thus termi-
nated the great drama, In memories of those
whose painful duty it wns to watch it in its various
stages of development, to exnmine the web as it was
slowly woven by the Treasury, the picture of the end—
the little neat fizure, and i1t inevitable bundle of
bine papers, and its many individualisic characteristies,
dartine down to the cells beneath the old Conrthouse,
and disappearing for ever, as it were, from the sbage
of life, will never cease to be one of the most start-
ling and impressive dramas in the annals of erime.

When Mrs, Ayri-sleft tho court escorted by Sergeant
Marden she was londly hissed, To avoid the crowd,
the officers took the witnesses throngh some privale
premises into another street, and ultimately got them
away by firain without further unplensant incidents.

READ AS A LETTER WRITER.

The Evening News publishes come letters, which it
describes ns extraordinary, wrilten by Rend in gaol,
"The letters, if wo cannot quite find in them ** the
keen and hright intellect ” which our contemporary
aseribes to the eriminal, are unguestionably at the
present moment good newspaper *‘ copy.”’ The follow-
ing are n fow extracts :—

‘T am 5ft, 3lin, in ny socks, and my fighting weight |
ig Ost, 10lb,, but I am one of that sort of worms * what
turng,’” and don’t leb some of ’em forget 1t,

‘““ Bat the leek! Why, I'll inake them ent granite,
and beg for hecll as a velief, * They shall digest the
venom of their spleen, though it do ‘=plit them,’ as
my friend Marcus Brutus says. But friends I have,
and their adoption ired, I'll grapple to my soul with
hoops of steel.” '

‘T say, what a fraud evorvthing is; and with what
little wisdom the world is governed ! Youonlynecd ever
so slight 8 peop hehind the scenes to know ‘how it’s
done.” With respcctable stationery, a brass plate, a
brags face, and no conscience worth sveaking of, you
may sct up ag you choose—as cither a solicitor, a har-
rister, a doctor, an architect, @ notary public, an aue-
tioneer, or even an insurance broker—for if you know
absolutely nothing you may hire a ghost for twenty-five
bob a weok and month his teohnicalities—thus ’tis
done! I’'m out of this into the professions: no more
hard work for me; high-class sweating i3 the card !’
= How are your nerves after the ° Rosherry’ thun-
derbolt? Mine are all to pieces! What is it to be—
evolution or revolution? Is this {0 be the order of
developments for our timee—I1870, Education Bill;
1884, Reform Bill ; New Democratic vote ; Home Rule
Bill; Houso of Lords Bill; One Man One Vote Bill;
General Chaos and Disintegration Bill—the devilp |

““Tret us by all means have a representative House
of Commons, and the suffrape is wide enough for the
next ten vears; seeing one-third never vote and one-
third don’t know lLow to; but One Man One Voto
wonld runin us, Fancy trusting ‘the Mob ’ with the
government of such an ‘infrieate’ Empira as thig—
who know as much of the ethics of politics as my boot !
A& usual, I am with the cold logician Joseph, who told
us to stick to the Second Chamber we have ‘until we

get one batter.” |
DATE OF EXECUTION.

The execution will take place at Springfield Gaol on
Tuesday, December 4,

llllll

SMALL-POX AND VACOINATION.

Mr. 7. C. Greenwood, publie vaccinator of Mary-
lebone, has made s report on the effects of waccination
in econnection with the rocent outbreak of amall-pox.
Ho draws the following conclusions :— |

1, That the protective influence of primary veceina.

tion up to five years of age is perfect. |
2. That the modifying effect of vaccination npon
small-pox 1s greatly influenced by the number of vacci-

pation marks,
- 8. That everyone should be revaccinated at the ago

‘of ten years,

4. That voccination in less than four places ghonld
not be allowed,

5. That in time of cpidemies temporary stations
should be opened and house-to-housa visitations made,
50 thab everyone may be vaccinabed immediately o case
occurs in thoir house. |

6. That in time of epidemics there would be no oc-
cusion to close the schools if the children were
examined, and the unvaccinated or the imperfectly
vaceinated excluded,

“Trr Birs” PROPRIETORS Frnmp.—At Bow-
street on Thursday, George Newnes (Limited), pro:
pristors of Tit-Bils and other papers, wero summoned
ab the instance of the Strand Board of Works for using
a furnace that did not consume its own smoke, Mr.
Vaughan said the matter wag of great importanee to
the public, and fined defendants 40s. and costs, _

FLEET-S8TREET Fororr SpyTENCcED,—AL Liver-
pool Assizes on Friday, John Cameron, who had been
employed in & newspaper office in Flect-strect, London,
pleaded ‘‘Guilty ' to having uttered three forged
| and was gentenced totwelve
months’ hard labour, The cheque-hook belonged tfo |

| qinwing found it, and
being discharged from his situation, forged the names
of imaginary persons and uttered the cheques.




