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CHAPTER XXIII, —Fricum .
GeirveELY bad Bic George digappesred when Gillian

heoame consgions of @ lond

the parden, TFor a moment ‘
-rd the baronct muet have brolken into opea quarrel,

: . L
~nd Hstened with a sick apprehensien of new disasier,

but a moment later she recoonired the voico ol

Barbara in the debate, mingled with anosher wiich
gcomed strange to her, She moved to tho wiadow,
and there saw her [aithfal servant engaged In 4
struggle with her brother-in law, Jake Owen. Gillian
kot forgotien tho man’s existence, and racalled it by
sy effort, .

n*fl tull 'en,” gaid Jake, who was white aud feable,
put strong to an epcrgy not his own by some faﬂ:rfnl
excitement, ‘I tcll ’ee 1 Acurd him, ‘Snoulda't 1
know Iis voice 2 Theer aint two like it in the world.
Let mo go, lass, leb mo go. He's cloge abouk, He
can't ha' gob far away by this time,”

Barbara clung to him and held back,

s Jake, Jake! tike a thought, lad, and remember
whero ye be, Is it likely as he'd beo here? Do ack
-cacouable, now, and don’t 'es go there, frightening
tke soul oub o' my poor lady, as has enough to hear

'ready.”
gt 1 geard him, I tell oe,” repeated Jake. '*I heard
vim,” His eyes fixed, and the ghasatly paltor of his
fac0 deepered, **8D," ho #uid, sewtivg Barbara asile
with a strong gesture, ‘' He's there, I've gob him,
Quiet, my lase,”

Gilliap, fixed to her place behind the curtaing, with
porror saw him start with winding steps and crouche
ing body a few paces forward, and then, with a sudden
spring, strike hurriedly at the empty air with & for-
midable looking knife.

v__— him 1" he said, ‘“he's gone again! Whak
are yo doing with him 7" he said fiercely to Barbara.
o You're hiding him from me. Youn, Jess's siater !
yo'rc false, my lase.”

i Come back, Jake, come back to your Dbed,”
vleaded Barbara, ‘‘ ye're not fit to be about, my poor
lad,”

¢ Bat I «cie him,” persisted Jake, though with an
acoent on the word, which showed that a flash of
comvlete sanity had made him doubt the counte-
nonee of the vision, *‘I saw him, right there,”

« 8ut ye saw him this morning,” said Barbara,
“and Jess, too,”

' Ay 1" said Jake, “‘ lying
fit, That was only a dream, lass, but this time——

 1¢’s only & dream, too, Jake, Come back to your
bed, my poor Jacd.”

Jake looked about him with a pathetically puzzled
faco, and Babara’s gentle pressurc on his arm
allowed her {o lead him away.

Time had slipped by uunoticed on this day of
strange events, and it was with o sort of dull surprise
that Gillian saw the finger of the clock upon the
moutel-shelf pointing to within five minutes of the
hour of Sir Georze’s rendezvous at the spinney, She
»egan to wonder whether it would be right or wige to
«o, and so debating weunt, Her miod was a chaag,
with no definite sensation save one of vague, hopeless
10i5ELY,

Sheypassed throngh the dusk of the open spaoczs of
garden axd farm, faintly silvered with strengthezing
moonlight, 10 the atrip of dense shadow cast by the
spinney. There she paused in a sharp wrestle with
$ears which would force their way through her eye.
lids, and becams conscious of a measured step, pacing
slowly up and down the high road beyond the trees,
He was there slready, wailing for her, The brave
heart which had borns 1's own welzht of sorro® so
well went out to his desolation, She conquered her
weakness, and pressed foraard., At the first crackla
of kor step upon tho drizd leavss with which the
spinncy was strewn the steady beat om the road
stopped, and a3 her dark figure glided oul into the
soculight, she heard her lover's breath escape him o
& sob of relief,

* Thank God ! I feared you might not come.”

‘i It would perhaps have been better if I had not,”
tiie answercd,

‘t Don't say that,” he pleaded. ' Iean't tell you,
Gillian, how I have longed to gee you sinoc—BinCe
this morning, My whole life, for the lash six yoara,
has been spent in longieg for y.u, to see your face, to
Lear your voice, but I never knew how dwar you were
to me till to-day. Ab, my darlieg! To have held
you in my arms, to have hesrd from yoar owa lips
that you love me, and then to loge you ! I could hear
¥hat, perhaps; at least I conld bear it better than o
know that X lose you to that brute-beast who has
blackened all your Innozent life, Tell me, Gillian,
let mo bear you say it, you will never be reconciled
to bim-—~rever go back to him 1V

“*Never,” ghe gaid, fnever ! You may be sure of
that, at Ieast, No,” she cried suddenly, *f stay ad
yvou are,” Ha had made a suddea motion $o s¥inz
nimself up the bank which divided the road from the
EPIBRNEY,
was wrong to como here ab all
m.¢ie porry than I am that [ have been 8o weak,”

‘' Good-bye 1 bhe echoed, *' why good-bye?

deal and white at his

1)

Yon

have only to fling this wretch out of your path to be |

iree,”

v YW1l that be so easily done ? ¥ she asked,

“‘ There is no court in the world,” he said, ‘' thab
wonld not give you your liberéy after what you have
cendoned at this man’s hands ”

“* Think,” ghe answer:d, ‘'think what I m st en.
dare %o procure that liberby, You do not kmow, 1
have not told you one tithe of the shatno, the harror,
of my lifo with that man, Whst ho was no ona can
krow bhat wyself, The proof of bis lafamy would bo
my shame as well as his before the world, George, it
would be horrible, I would rather die than fage thas
erdeal.’’

' But what will youdoe?”

T do not know, I muost have time to think,
Lrain and heart seemed numb-—dead.”

Y Gillian, you must fuce it for my sake, Thers can
bo no disgrace to you. How onn there bo? What
have you done at which people can point? All the
sbame would be his, I know how you must skrink

My

from it. You could not be tha woman you are if you |

could welcome sanch & prospect, or be indilferent to 1%;
but think of your liberty—think of Dora's fnture—
think of mo, A little courage, darling, for my sake.’™
~ ““For your gake ?’ she answered, *‘ Ab, George, it
18 of you 1 think rore than of myself, Could you—
preud as youw are, with your namse and pisition—
niarry a wolnan whose f2me had been dragged through
the nmud of the public conrtg ? ™

“You doubt me, Gillian? You doubt my love?”

'*No," she snswered ; ‘I do not doabt your love.
It is because 1 believe in It and in you that I shrink
from taking the means which could make it poassible
for us to come together, I know you would redesn
your promlse, You might be happy for a tlme, but it
would be happiness @early boughs,”

‘““1 would give my life for you,” be protested,

' Yonr life, yes, I thiok you wonld,” she answered,
slmply, lookiog sadly at the exaltation on hls moonlit
face, ‘' But your riende, your position in society.”

‘““Iriends? Positionin suoiety?' heregeated, scorn-
fally., “* What are friends, what is position in society ?
Why, what danger is there of my losing them, even
if 1 carod for a sccond whether [ lost them or not ?
Listen, Gillian,”” He sprang up beside her, with onc
arm embraclng the fonce, and cawght her fingers in
hig disengaged hand, *“ We have our happiness in our
own power. If we act like a brave man and a brave
woman, who traly love each other and bhave real con.
fidence in each other's aflections, this man cannos
keep us apart, Why should we walt for the law $o
get you free?”

“*Georgel” cried Gillian, startivg baok and dis.
engaging her hand.

‘*What?" ho said, ““ 1ook the thing fairly in the {4ce,
ag it {t were another woman’s cass, Would you blame
anotker womsn in your positlon for acting so, knowiny
the circumstances as fully as yondo? While vou remain
Lere vou are constantly open to thisman’'s astscks and
Insults, you arc completely defeaceless before him,
Even when yvou made your appeal for juatice in the
court, sec what you have fo {uce—the insults of &
licensed ¢2d in a wig and gown, the publicity of the
prees, and God knows, there arc always accidents to
le dreaded, and justice 18 never certain, porhaps when
you have condoned all this, you will skill tind your-
self tled to this villain more hopslessly thaa now
Why should yon stand such a risk 2 '

“ And my child, George?"

“Your child? Why, she would come with us, oi
course, and lesra to love me as a father, as she does
already, deirest,”

““ And when she learncd the story, and grew old
vniough to understand ? 7

“ YWhy shouald she cver know the story 7

¢¢ 1f she pever did, would that alter tuc fact that I
thould be unworthy of heraffection ? Ab, Georgs, you
do not love me a8 I dreamed, if you would degzrade
me in my eyes, and your owa. Ah!” she continned,
secing him abont to protest, ** 1 know what you
would say, I know you would be sincere in saying it
but the tlae wounld come when you too would despise
me, Iivil esnnot cure evil. Bullering can never be

curcd by sin.”

“The sin would net be ourg,” said Voenables, ‘i
would be the world's, which has hrought this misery
vpon you. If you loved me, Gilliag, you would not
hesitate.”

‘1 do love you,” said Grillian, *'and you know It
It is because I love yon that I am jealous of your
gocd femno and my own, Spare ms, George. Let me
fecl that ono man ab least iv pure—that one man livey
who is incapable of a thought, a wish, which would
veflect dishonour on bis own nature, and prove his

gcorn for mine.”
Ho hung his head, and » great sob forced its way

from his throat.
rtilflAt least,”’ be said, when ke counld trust his voice

s gou will try to recover your liberty 2"
ag?:'llh mugt think,” she said, °* 1t has all been to

sudden, so terrible—of one thivg you may be certain

—all is over between him and I.  Even if his hypo-

eritical repentance were real, it could mob wipe oat

the past.” |
* Remembor this,

contention of voices In
sho fancied that O'Mara |
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bappeny, I awm your servant, your slave, till daath.
You have one friend, Gilliap, who will see juatico
done to you,
heme and try to sleep. I shall bring you to reasos
at last, 1 know, Gocd night.” |
He canght the hand ghe offered him, and kissed it
paesionately, Then he walked away, but Gliliau

heard biy steps stop before she was beyond the line of

shadow cast by the treey, o
'The house was silent when she returned $o 1%, and

[ quite davk save foe a plesm of light throagh the

shutters of the kitchen where Barbara sat. Ia the
cool night air Gillian walked up and dowa the lawa,
cousidering the event of the past hour.
psrting phraso, *'1 shall brine you to reason at last,”
rang o her eats, with a gatheriog clearness and terror
10 1t8 meaning,

““God help me!” she cried to herself; *I am
walkipg among lires,” ,_

The man sbe loved grew to seam & more pressing
dapnger than the man she hated, She had schooled
hersell %o speak calmly and wisely during this inter-
view, but she dreaded the renewal of his pleadings,
clearly foreshadowed ia the phrase which hauntad
her mind.

‘*1 am not strong enocugh to bear it, God knows
what I might be tempted to do in this strait.” She
stood for & moment, gszing intently ab the ground
her fingera Loottcd together, ' Yes,” sho enid,
glowly, *itis the only way.”

She burried within doors, to her bedroom, whzro
she ravg the bell which summoned Barbara, That

good oreabure found her packing a porfmaatsaw, and

| stood astonished.

“ This i good-bye, George, botwesnus, 1 -
Po nobk make mo |

1 from the public road ] I can fancy what a virtuons

gald Vonables, ¢’ that, whatever

‘* fVake Miss Dora, please Barby, and drcss her,”

The woman atared, and then, with a sudden under-
standing of the situation, began to blubber.

' You are a good, faithfal ereatuve,” said Gillisn,
kissing hex, **1 think you are my friend."”

““God knowa 1 be, my lady.” -

“1 will trost Eon," said Gilhao, ¢'Tam going away,
ﬂou can guees why 2 When I bave a shelter you ahall

now where I am, I shall be away some time—how
long I don't know yet. Youn will stay here and look
after the place, and let me have news of what
}Jﬂpptﬂnﬁ. And now, be quick, there is no time to
050,

She finished her packing, putting a few immediate
necessities for Dora aud herself in a portable hand.
bag, and leaving the heavier pachkages to be forwarded
later, She took a little bundle of bank noted from
her egoritoire, and wrote a short note, ¢ I am going
away. 1 leaveyon master of this house, of all that 1s
mine. I admit your right to make me & beggar—yon
shall never make me o more, ¥ will vather beg my
bread than defend myself against you."”

‘' Give that to Mr O'Mara whon he comes to-
morrow,” she said to Barbara, as she appeared with
the child. ‘' My darling, you are nobt afraid to go
with me?°

‘t No, mamma,"” angwered the child bravely, though
with a quivering lip.

‘* Weo must go away to-nlght, If we stop here,
they will take you from me,” The child nestled
cloeer to her, looking up in her face with frightened
eyes, ‘' You will be good—yon will nobery? DBy
darling, it iz for mamma's sake, God bless you,
Barbars, you shall hesr from me soon. Sead on
thege things when I send for them, I ghall writs to
you throngh Mr Bream.”

Agaln she kizsed the honest, homely cheok, wet
with tears, then, with Dora clinging to her skirts, shia
hurried downstairs and from $he house. Scarcely
fifty yards from the gate she beheld a dark object
barring the road, which on closer ingpection resolved
itself into a dogesrt and a horce. A smallor black
object detached itself from 1%, and beocame percepiible
in the moonlight as Stokes, |

‘ Evening, mum,” said that worthy, with a touch
of his rebbit skin cap, ¢ Evening, little lady.”

*Good evening.” said Gillian, quietly, *‘ You are
late on the road, Mr Stokes,” | .
' T've been over to Radford, mum, The horse had

gnt a stone in his shoe, and I pulled up to pick it
out.

v Conld you take ma over to Radford?” asked
Gilliap. '¢ I have impottant business in London, and
must catch an carly train, I will pay you well for
your trouble.”

Y Tronble’s o pleasure, mum,” sald Skokes, gal.
lant'y, '* A¢ to payment, I hope yon won't talk o’
that, I'm proud io oblige ye, mum, The little
horse 18 ag fresh as paind, he'll take you thers inside
of an hour and a half.”

i belped Gillian to moun}, and lifted in Dora

| ﬂ{t er heru

CHAPTER XXIV,.—Tug Lasr MEETING,

It was yob early on the fellowing morning when
{’Mara, placidly asleep in bhie bed at the #ig and
Whistle, was arouged by a loud knocking at his door.
““ Who's there ?”’ he asked, sittlng up in bed,
““1t’'s me,” responded the volce of his landlord,

¢ I've got news for yon,”

“Wait a mioute,” responded 0’Mara, and hashly
gionmng one or two articles o! clothing, admifted

m,

t« ve got her,” aald Stokes, trinmphantly. ¢ I
ought to be worth another hundred, guv¢'nor.”

‘“ % hat is all this,” asked his patron.

“I've pgot the Lkid,” replied Stokes, ¢ your wile
b-lted last right, as yon thonght she would, and I
drove ber iuto Ruadford, She went to the George
Hotel there, and I heard her tell the waller to wake
her up in time for the first train ag left the stabion.
Bo I wulsad on, fallnwad hor to the station, wad heard
Ler ask for tickets to Cambridge. She was lookia’
precious ill ar d worried, as if she’d been crying all
night, She went cut on to the platform, and just as
the train was gigoalled, blow me if she didn't faint
bang off. She’d ha' fell on to the line if a chap hadn't
ko' caught her in his arms. That gave me my chance,
atd I took it sharp, you bet. ‘I know the lady,’ I

| says, ‘I drove her injhere from Crouchford iast night,

She's a-stopping ab the eorge,” I says, * Lieave her
to me, it's all vight,” The stationmaster knows me,
and I get oharge of her and the kid easy enough, I
takes ’em back to the George—at least I takes her
back, leaving the little one in the trap outside. Tho
chambermaid took her upstairs to her room—she was
in a dead f{aict all the while—and I lays into the
horse, and comes along here with the ltile 'un.”
 And whero is she 7" asked O'Mara,

‘* Locked 1n the parlour, downntairs,” said Stokes,
'“What are ye going to do? Tie mother 'ull be back
here in no time, She'll guess, if nobody tells her,
what's gone with the kid,”

“ Your penctrafion does you credit, Mr Stokes,”

sald O'Mara, ‘' You bave manapged things very
cleverly, 'Thou art the best o' culi-throabs,”

¢ Ther's another thing, too,” continued ths

t publican, ¢ Sir George was with her agaia last

night,”

Y What, after I got home ?”

““Y(5. Thoy were togother at fhe bottom of the
spinney fora gond hour and more,”

‘* Did you hear anything of thelr conversation ¢

““ No, £ daren't go close enough, Bat the moonlight

wasg bright acd I see him kiss har hand.”

“Ah {7 said O'Mara, “I think if it should be
necessary that yonu might remember a litisle of their
talk later on, my good Stokes,™

¢ No,”’ said Stokes, with a resolute shake of the
head, ‘' no, no porjury,”

¢ Perjury 1" echoed O'Mara.” ‘‘ My dear Stokes.
Go and freshen up your faculties with a little slesp,
Or—:stay, Wait till T am dressed, and you shall drive
Mi¢s Dora and myuelf down to Crouchford Coarti, Au
invaluable fellow, that,” he continued, when Stokes
had withdrawn, * his scruples are amusing--or wonid
be if they were levs costly to his employer, Con-
seience—rob too much of i, but just enough to
put up a man’s prices—ig a8 splendid $hing,
seems £0 have managed thig affair rather cleverly. He
has some elementary knowledge of women, too. He’s
right abont Gillian, she'll double back to the Court
when she finds the child ls gone, like a hare to hae
form, I ghall have trouble with her, and with that
ruetic boeby of a cavalier serviente, oo, 1 wonder if
the brute would really have proceeded to violenie i{ I
had resisted him last nlght, By to-day I shonld be free
from that kind of annoyancs,
tune when she gets a Ietter from a London solicitor
stating my claim and my intontlon to prosecate it to
the utwost, She's devillish baudsome aad well pre.
geived,” he went on, as he stropped his razor; ‘' she
p'ques me, with her confounded airs, It would be
gomething of a triumph to win or forca her back, and
the discomfiture of her admirer, the baronet, would
be a rich treat, It will be & hard fight, and she may
go to court with a divorce suif, whichk would be
awkward—cenfoundedly awkward—espscially if ghe
won, Butcould she win? No morkal creature aever
gaw me lay & hand upon her, save ia the way of kind.
ness, Shecan’t prore that 16 was I who took that ten
peucds. The desertion looks ugly, but I don’t think
desertion alone is pood enough for a divorce, and even
then I have my defence—her sssumed name and
change of domicile, I have done well to strike first
—iv's alwaye the safe rule with women. A threatened
suit for restitution of conjugal rights may turn out to
be a very aco of trumps and frighten her into snbmls.
sion. It's a stake worth playlng for, and my liand i3
not a bad one, all things considered, Fancy thatass
of a haroret going hack last night and talking $o her

British jury would make of that and her flight an hour
later, 'Mhat's o tramp card, and must not be for-
gotten,”

Communiog thus with himeslf, he finished his
toilet, and detcended to the room in which Stokes had
fastencd little Dora, The ohild was sitting sllent and
trembling with terror, Tt was not his cue to ot her
agawnst bim, and lie oponed the conversation with an
engeging smile, '

‘ \};lell, my darling, are you ready %o go home with
papa ? |

'“You are not my papa !” said Dora,

y (¢ g}h, but I am, indeed, Won't you give ms a

188 § -

‘*No,” said Dora, *I won't, I dom't llke you.”

Y’ ¥You will ike me botter, my darling, when you
know me better,” ssid Q'Mara, *'I am a really charm.
ing person, I assurs you, Cows, dry your eyes, and
don't cry any more. I am not going to hurt yon,”

"I want mamms,” asld Dora,

*“'We shall 6nd her at home,"” sald O'Mara, “Comoe
nlong, the trap is ready.”

.The child followed him, submlissive bu' chviously
distrustfnl), and Stokes drove them to within a hun.
dred yards of the gate of Crouchford Qourt, There
he stopped, | |

‘* Go om, Mr Stokes, if yon please,” nald O'Mara.

,‘: Ohj ﬂﬂ'.” said Btﬁkﬁﬂ' With 8 dl'x air a1d ﬁl '.

Sir Georgo'y
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You aro tired and ill, my dariing, Go |

| agaln upon a sudden,

e

law shall justify me,”

| afterwards escaped you.

Ho |

My lady will alfer her

Jengthened shake of the head, " I've had as much of
Miss Barbara Leigh as L went, She's a Tartar, that's
what she is3 I don't want her to see me along o' youn,”

O’Mara accordingly descended, and holding Dora

by the band walked to the houae and rang, He was

admitted by Barbars, who gave an inexpressibls

snort of anger and eontempt ab his appearance, and

handed him Giliian’a letter, Dora made a8 motion to
run to her old nurse, but U'tlara checked it,

‘“Gto and sit io that chair,” he gsid, pointing to
one in thoe corner behind him,
a hiny of possible disagreeable consequonces in hid

| manner that the echild oheyed. e ters open the

envelope, and read the mi-sive it confained,

‘" You've got your will at last,” said Barbara, her
hatred of the ngnrper conquering her prudent feeling
that it would be beat to hideit, *' You've driven my
mmtr%aa away, poor denr, Ah! if she only hed my
gperrit—"’

** Vea?"” O’'Mara smilingly prompted her.

*She'd have stayed and faced yo, yé fmooth-
tongued, smiling serpeat.”

‘“You are really an extremely disagreeable perzon,™
paid O’Mara,

“ Ayo, so you'll find me,”

“We hnd better come to an understanding ab
oxce,” sald O'Mara, * I am master here; you axe
doubtless a hard working and deserving parson, bub
your appearance—to say nothing of your manners,
which are deplorably vulgar—dissatisties me, 1 like
to have well favoured people about me,”

“ Yo don't get me out o’ this house,’ said Barbara,
folding her arms, ‘' without force, and X wouldn't ba
in your shoes if you tried that dodge, I don’t go #ill
I'm told to by my lady ; if harm comes to her or to
that sweet lamb there, yon'll find me harder to
reckon with than many astrong mao,”

‘' Obllgc me by leaving the house,” said O'Mara, |

advancing towards her,
11f 1 go,” said Barbara, ‘°1 take Miss Dora with

me, Don’t 'ce be afeared, my darling, no harm'll
happen to ’ee while Barby's here to look afler ye.
Come to Barby!" |

“ Stay where youtare,” sald O'Mara to the child.
‘““ Do you dare,' he continued, ° to interfere bebween
me and my child 2 -

“ Aye, do I 1" said the honesh virago, ‘‘and what's
more I den't believe she’s anv daughter o’ youra—
ghe's o'er pood and o'er pretty 1"

“ Take care, woman,” oried O'Mara, stung through
his armour of cynicism by the servant's oubspoken
contempt.

““Woman, or no woman, I'm a match for you,
master. Dont'ce lay a finger on me. Raise your hand
if ye dare, and I'll write my ten commandments on

your ugly face | Thank Ged, there's my lady.”

Gillian totteréd into the room, overcome wikh -

fatloue and fear, Her eyes fell wpon Dora, who ran
forward with a glad cry and fell into her arms,

““‘I'm glad you're here, my lady,” said Barbara.

Yeg,” sald Gillian, who had grown quite caln
¢*] am here, I have come fo
take back what this man 6:ied to steal from me, like
the coward he is,”

41 am glad to see you,” sald O'Mara, ¢ I expected
you'”

‘¢ You had reason to. Yon know that I would have
risen from my dying bed to save my child from you.”

¢t Pardon me,” said O'Mara,
child, Let me trust, Gillian, that you have come to
your genges, and that your return fo thils house
implies a new and growing fesling of wifely duty,”

Gillian, with her eyes fixsd upon his face, tonched |

Dora lightly on the head.

‘' Go with Baroy, my darling,
her.”

¢ Aye, {hat she is,” said Barbeara j ¢ bat don’t alay
with hm alone, Let me be by.”

“ There is nothing to fesr,” sald Gillian. ‘¢ Go,
leave ug, but remasin at hand. In a little while this
geutleman will bs gone, and I shall be again mistress
in my own house,”

"My dear Gilllap,” said O'Mara, withk a laugh,
when they were alone $ogether, ¢ you amuge mo,
You are posltively splendld,”

““ What I have to say to you,” aaid Gillian, *‘ can
be said in a few words. Weigh them well, they are
the last you will ever hear from mse,”

‘T am all attention. Let me remind you, howeven,
that you talk nomgenge, You said just now that I
wss about to leave this house. QQuite a mistake, I
phall remsin,"'—he teok a chair and crossed his legy
with an easy gesture—‘*and if you are a sensible
woman you will remain with me.”

“ Listen," sald Gillian. **Last night you terrified

You are gafe with

' me; your very pretence, the thought of what you

might say and do, fitled my soul with dread,”
. " Ijatumlly. You see, I commanded the sifua-
101,

“In my terrer, I attempted to escape from you. I
was weak and il], and even as I trled fo fiy I wasg
struck down, While I lay fesble and helpless, you
had my chbild stolen from me.”

. ‘ Quite 8o, I had wareed you of my determina-
ion,”

¢The news was brought to me iostantly. Tasnk
God, it did not kill me. No. It cured me of all my
cowardice, and gave me s mother’s strength,”

““ You still Inok a little pale,” said OQ'Mara, sym-
pathetically, ¢ Let me get you & glass of wine,”’

#¢1 feared the world, 1 feared the scandal and the
cry, I shrank froin the public shame! I thought ! So
long as that nian lives, there is no shelfer for me, and
no escape,’

#(Onite right, my dear—except in sweeh sub-
mission.” :

X gaid to myself, *There 1a nothing he will nof
de. There 1s no infamy to which he will not subjuct
me, raEher than let me lkcep my child and live ia
peace,’ |

'* An exaggeration, T oply——'

t* Hear mo out, Then while hastening back hom>

!

I thought it all ou¥, and before I had reached that |

doer I had made my defermication,”

¢ To bareasonable ! Come,”

¢¢To defy the world, to defy all scandal and shame,
and to take my stand upon the law itseli as a free
atd feailess woman,” '

““A vigorons programme,” eaid O'Mars, ‘! And
how do you propose {o carry it out 1"

* Vour dcsertion abselved me from all responsi-
bility, Your absence for all these yearsis my justl-

fication, I was divorced by your own ach, andin.

nroof of that I will iavoke the law,”

¢ I won't help you, my love.”

‘‘We shall soe. Nexs you left your child to starve.
Day by day, year by year, I have guavded and reared
her, without one sign from you, By the dutyso done
] had made my child mine only——and in that too the

‘* You really think g0 ? Anythiag more?” )

““Yes, From first to last I have never had one
penny, one crust of bread from your hands, You
abandoned me in my poverty, What came to me
Tt 13 mine—this house,
with all In it, and all else that I possess is mine, and
that also the law shall prove.”’

‘“Try, I am here,”

#Youn will not remaln another hour,
a3 YOu came, -

“*Ope moment!" said O'Mara, calmly still, ‘I
will not attempt to combat your very primibive
notfons of English jurisprudence. I will pass over
your ingane presumption that a husband has no right
either in his wife's property or in the person of his
child, I will mersly remind you, my dear illian,
that should you ¢invoke the law,’ as you poetically
degoribe the simple process of consulting the nearest
golicitor, you will cause very unpleasant revelations,”™

* I have thought of all that, and I am prapsred,
Shame eannot touch me now.”

] on my side, will have an unpleasant duty to
perform, Ishall bave to contend that ome reason,
and one reagson only, ascounted for my wife's eccen-
tric conduct on my wveturn, that reason belng con-
nected with her attachnment to a man who certalnly
wished to become her hughand, and was possibly her
lover,”

¢ You coward !’ said Gilliaw,
pared for that too.”

¢s T shall have also to testify--very unwillingly—
{hat this gentleman and my wife were ialona togzether
fagt night at the bottom of the apinney an hour after
she had called upon him to eject her !awfal husband
from her hcuee, an hour before she fled—the pra-
sumption being that dwiing that interview her flight
was arravged, and that he was to follow her, meet
her at some convenient sped, and convey her to soms
gecluded haven of bliss

. ¢ Ig that oll you havo to say,” answered Gillian,

‘¢ T.—] think sp.”

“ Then leave thig house "

'* T phall do nothing of the kind,"

# You had better go quietly, If you do not, I will
nob call the law to assist me, buk I will summon one
who is prepared to take it place.”” Shemoved to the
open door as she spoke.”

;; Who, pray ?” asked O'Mara, with a sadden
paller,

1 “‘ The man whom you call my lover, and whom I
ove,

* Then,” asid O'Mars, fiercely, ¢ you confess it 3"

¢ Without shame now, and without fear, Yes,
love him., Hoe knows that we are here together, He
is prepared at a slgn from mo o remove you irom this
houose, which, I tell you agaln, iz mino now, Will
cu go 7’ a
a No,” answered O'Mara, ragingly.

The handkerchief which Gillinn had held in her
hand during the interview fluttered for an moment at
the door, and a few seconds laber Sir George Venables

and Mr Bieam entered the room,

¢t 1 gep,” gaid O’Mara, ** a conspiracy.”
¢+ Nothing of the kind," #ald Bream; ‘fon'y & couras

You will go

* Well, I am pre-

b of treatment which I have suggoested.”

v And ‘trhich wé&*sre here to oarry oub," added

Venables,
“* You see, my {friend,” snid Bream, ¢ the Iady was

too precipitate, Had you accepted her generous

| yielding up of her possessions, and ceased to persocute

her, yon might have beem quits comfortable, Now,

the tables are turned.”
“So,” said O Mara, *‘are You quite awara, geatlo

| men, what you are dolng? Have you caculated £

congequenoes
‘« We have," #aid Venables 5 ‘*ani a a word from

that lady~——-"
' That lady,’” said O'Mars, with a bow in Gillian’s

direction, ‘1z agaln to be congratulated on her cham-

plong, I pub this rural perton as'de-~he lz simply &
portinacions busybody s bub as for you, tlr, wh) are
gx_mp‘y_mr wile's 10VoRemm!?
¢ Ho sllent,’s sald Vensblen, ' opea-?
£ 1 will Boy ke pllgnty”, oried ('Maray wWith every

Tiere was g0 strong

quietly, ¢ also my |

| wns about 14 years &go,

1 Housge, North strec

| at gix o'clook, bub never reburnmed.

| nepr the Sea Walls, slarted off for the
E and met the body, which they identified. A consi-

{ Smytbh,

| that when ths ground was sold

sywptom of ontraged virtue in Jace and voice, * P

am nok un sari compluisan!, aud 1 do not intond o
be either silenced or suppressed. Auadif I ever do
vacate thete promises, my daaghter at lewst shall
accompany me,'’ |

'] claim my c¢hild, too,” said Gillian, ** overytalay
I possess, and I defly you to do your worsd agiinst
me,’

"“You §’
infamoua 3" :

“¢That's enough,” gaid George, * Oat you go,”

“Very well,” paid O'3ara, stepping back ont of
reach of bis arm., *‘Qheerve, I yield to force—toforoa
only, Remember, I ¢hall spave none of you now,
Peraonally, I dislike publicity; but since you put me
to i, madam, the world shall know evergthing—yes,
everything, If I failIshall at least hava the plea
anre of knowing that my existence-—and I think the
world will decide with the husbaud, and agangb the
wife who pretended to be a widow and entrapped an
ipnocent clodhopper into a marital engagement$, It
will be a cause celébre. 1 shall conguer, and socicty
will be amused, 8ir, I salute you. Monsieur Buay-

eried O'Mara,” “you! heathen and

‘body, Mr Cantwoll, Mr Faoleg Both Ways, yoar

servant, Aladwine lo soi disote widow, au vevoer
He swept a scmicircle of bows, and lounged ensily
towards the open French window, Batsuddenly he
atop?ed, with uplifted hands of helpless panlc,
”P’{eep him back | he cried, ‘' kecp him from
16 |
A shadow darkened the sunlight, Jake Owen,
with dilated eyes, ntood there, glaring at O Mara.
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The gleam of steel in his hand warned onlookers of §

hin intent 3 but before a foot could move Jake sprang,

- the knife flashed in the air, and O'Mara fell, grovel-
| ling to the floor, Bream leapt on Qwen, and wrenched

the knife frem hils hand,
" Back, you madman! Give me the knife.”’
‘*Aye, take 1t, parson,” said Jake, ** I've done wha

I I came to do.”

'*Gocd God 1” crled Bream, shnking on one kneo
beside O’Mara, who had wrlthed over on o his fice,

‘‘ he's dead.”?
t Dead |’ cried Gillinn, ¢ Murdored 2’

¢ Murdered,” said Jake, still with his eyes oa
O'Mara's figure at hig feet, ' No, for I killed him !
Ho killed my Joss, and it's only life for life,”

[T11e END.]
[Begun January 10, Back numbers may be had.]

POLITICS AND SOCIETY.

It is stated that the protest against Sir O, Dilke's
candidature for Parliament has now received the
pignatures of 2500 Nonconformist ministera of every
reotion of religiona bolief in every part of the country,
Amongsts those who have signed are Dr James
Martineau, Dr Paton, of Nottingham, Dr Parker, and
Mr Newman Hall, Dr Daleand Mr Gninness Bogers,
who abstsin from signing the protest on constita-
tional grounds, axe eaid to be in entire aocord wibh the
object which it has in view. There is some talk of
convening & public meeting in London with the objeck
of giving further effect to the views of the signatories,

Mr Haslam, secretary of the Darbyshirs Miners’
Argociation, hos been adopted as the labour caudidate
for the Cherterfield Divieion at the nexl general
election, |

Lord Congleton, who wae formerly in the Royal
Navy, and waa present at the battle of Navarino, in
1627, 88 midehipman of the Glasgow, was 82 yeara ol
age on Monday,

The expenses of the candidates at the recont North.-

ampton election have just been insned, Mz Manfield's
agent returned his at £310 ; Mr Germaine's amounted

to £084, |

The Margnis of Bath and the Ladies Thynue have
left Cairo on their homeward journey, and are
expected in London on the 5th April,

The will of the-Iate Sir Richard I'rancis Sutton, of
Norwood park, shows personalty to the amount of
£115,973, \ |

(General Johnston, the Confederate (eneral, died on
Saturdey from an iliness caughtat Goneral Sherman's
funersl, where he was one of the pall bearers,

The remains of the late Sir Joseph W, Bazalgetie
were interred in the family vault, St, Mary's chureh-
¢ord, Wimbledon, on Saturday afternoon,

According to information from a private well-
informed conrce the health of SirJd, Macdonald, the
Canadian Premier, is very precarione,

"The death ir announced from Honiton of Captain
John Rennaway Simcoe, R, XN,

Mr Channing, M.P,, has amended hia Bill on the

snbject of the adulteration of artificial manuree, in
order to meet, as far as poesible, the oljeobions

| recently expreszed by s deputation from he Artiticial

Manure Manufacturera’ Aesociation,
Lord Alfred Seymour died on Tuesday atithe London

! veridence of his brother, the Blarqunis of Hertford,

The marriage of Princess Louise of Schleswiy-
Holatein with Prince Aribert of Anhalt will, it ia
enid, be celebrated at Windsor on July 8,

The (Chevalier de Colguhoun, father-in-law of the
Farl of Limerick, has died at Cannes, in hiz 45ib
YERr,

The Exchequer relurns from April Ist, 1890, to
Warch 21at show that the rccoipts were £86,998,068,
theezpenditure £81,580,926,and the balances £0,518,)21,
At the correeponding period of- last year the recsipts
were £86,501,927, the expenditure £79,062,664, and the
balences £7,281,471,

Probate of the will, dated Ostober 20th, 1889, of the

Jata Mr Bradlaugl, who died on January 30th,
leaving personal estate of which the gross walue has
beeys declared ab £4586 and pebt value nil, has been
pranted. to the sole execenirix, his daughkier, Mrs
Bredlaugh-Bonner, The teetator pives to his aaid

dsughter all his répl and personnal property,

Lord Hindlip was 43 years of age on Tuaeeday,

At Rome, on Tuesday, Archbishop Walsh wad
received by the Pope, '

The Counteas of Carnarvon hna arrived at Pixion
Park, Somerset, from visiting Mr Statford and Lady
Rachel Howard at Thornbury Castle.

The new Town Council of Ohatham, which was

eleoted on Mondoy, is composed of thirteen Libereals
and five Conservatives. The contest was fought on
political liner, the vesunlt being thab the majority of
eleven to four on the defunot Board of Health has
heen completely upwet,

It is ezid that the-Sovernment intend to take action
for the creation of an additional judge, :

Mz Mvyerscough, o prominent member of the
Msnchester Oity Counoil, died somewhat suddenly
on Wednenday,

Mr William Waddington, a well-known arohitsoct

| of Burnley and Manchenter, died on Wednesday at the |

age of 70,

Mr George Harris Lea han been appointed judee to
County Court Cironit No, 33, in succession to Sir
Francis Roxburg, Q,C,, deceaned,

The sudden death is anmnounced of Mr 1V, Leade
Qagiiﬁ_ar. grandson of the late Capt. Allen Gardiner,
in i ~

r ——

DEATH OF AN EX-POLICEMAN.

- On Thureday afternoon the olty coroner, Mr H. S.
Wasbrough held an inguest et the Mortuary, Bed-
minater police atation, on the hody of George Smele,
who was in the 69th year of his age, whose body was
found lying on the banka of the river Avon balow
the Sea Walle, or the Gloucestershire sids of the river,
on the pravions afterncon by a man named Richard
Bridgewnter, of 10, Weaton square, Hotiwells, Smela
was formerly & membor of the Briatol police force,

and by his steady and persevering conduob reached
tho rank of sergesnt, and after many yedra' service
ho retired upon m superannuation allowance, Thia
and at the time of his

superannuation he wes a highly-respected otlicer of
the B (Bedminster) division, #Witnesses deposed that
the decenged was & market gardener, living at North
Bedminster, and according to
Wednesday morning
Hin family
at bhis unnausl nbsenss,
hearing thet

bgen found
Hotwells,

their evidence he left home on

paturally became slarmed
and in the afternoon his two0 Aons,
the body of an elderly man had

derable amount of evidence was given, the coroner
evidently taking a great deal of pains in pifting the
facts which might possibly bear upon the cause of
tho death. Revoral witnesses were called, and & aon
of the deceased, having formally identified the body
of his father, proceeded to_explain that the deceased
had held some 27 acres of land under Sir Greville
whioh he cultivatsed asa matlket gardeaer,
This Iand had been cultivated for & great number of
years by the Smels family-—-one of the oldeat families
in Bedminster—and Br Smelo was on all sides
respected, both &% & wmember of the cliy
police force, and later for hin straightforward
and manly conduct as a private oitizen, All wenb
well with him till recently, when a small portion of
the property of which Br Smele was tenant, and
which is stated to be betweon oneand two aoras 1n
oxtent, was sold to a neighbour of the tenant,
Unimportant as this may seem to be, it seems to have
been dissppointing to the deceased, because he was
under the impression that thers ywas an sgreement

existing between tenant aud Inndlord under which,

in case of sn event such as had occurred, the tenant

would bave been recouped as compensation to the
extent of the realisation of the prodnce of the ground
which he had rented, From %he evidence, it appoared
the anle came vory

unexpectedly to the deceased, and it npsst his mind,

| Mr T, Dyke, who acted on behslf of the landlord in

gsome length that the guoes.
tion of Mr Smele's rights had been the cause of &
oreat deal of previous discussion. Mr Smele, who
was one of the best tenants on the estats, had aslrong
opinion ss to the existence of the agresment referrad
to, Witness had interviews with a Bristol sclicitor in
the matter, and the agresment was eventually founy
to be in existence, Cartain ateps were taken on the
24th inat., by which the deceased was £o have had
handed to him the valus of the prodnos of the
Iand rold; but the matter must have seriousiy
preyed on his mind, in addition to which the
unfortunate man apparently bad been given notice
to quit the tenancy of the whole of the 27 acres which
he%eld : and this wes during the time the point was
raigad aa to tho existenoce of thie agreement in guestion,
It trauspired that the decensed was & particularly
carefnl] man, whose habits wore most regnlar. Thera
were no marks of violence on the body, #0 that 1t was
not probable that he jumped from the cliffy into the
water ; and after a prolonged [inquiry lasting thres
Loure, the ium taking this into conaideration, and
also the fact that no direct evidencs had been brought

the matter, explained at

bofore them cloarly showinp how he met with hiy

death, :ﬂeﬁd upon & verdiot of ' Found Drowned,”

Degcoas
five sonn and two daughiers,

THRE RISING Gmm*rzeu.—fonnzﬂﬂ%mml (honi@

aftex hiz firat haelf af schopl)—" thel's naly

brcther, I shonld be glad, Oaptsin Bustar, to khow

Eﬁ at"ar% gguz intontions with regasd 9 ¢
M |
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eaves & widow and a grown up familyof

at young

| widow and had ona ohild,
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MONTAGUE STREET MYSTERY,
ADJOURNED 1XQUEST.

Torabout an hour on Wednesday afternoon Mr Was.
brouxh {tho city coroner) and a jury ware engaged at
the Bristol Infirmuary in making fnrther inguiry 1nto
the desth of Elizabeth NifBin,-aged 30, who expired
at ber father’s howvee, No, 6, Lower Montague atrees,
on March 11th, after a briof iilmess, It will ba
remcmbered that at carlier stages of the inquest
evidence of & mtartling charncter was adduced (and
reported in the Bristor Menrcury), It was stabed
that the decenzed hiad becn employed as nn acecoanank
at DMeerars Beasssll's, Castle street, and, lsaving
home to go to buesiness on Saturday, February
98th, she was absent until the following Wednes-
day, Subscquently eshe appeared to bs i}, bat
when questioned made light o¢f her indieposition,
and she evaded inquiries as to the place she
bad visited, Dr Imlay, on being called in sghortly
before the denth of the deceased, came to the con-
clusion that there had heen rome sttempted operation
which bad given rise to peritonitis; and & post-mortem
examination by Dr Greiz Smith left no doubt that
ap instrument of a very clumsy character had been
used, and an nmount of force exerciced whiohk was

ﬂimpl}’ bratal, |
At the inquiry onWednerday (the third sitting of the

jury) Deteotive-Inspector Short watched the procecds |

inge on behalf of the police,

Upon taking his seat the Coroner said: —Gentiemen,
before I proceed with this inquiry I ehouid hike to
muke one or two obkervations with regard to the

ublication of the evidence taken in thia case in thae
%RISTOL MERCURY (several jurors—Heer, hear). Now
you will recollect that the inquiry in the first inetance
was held at the house of the parents, There was good
reaton for that., There were circumatances in thia
cae¢ which induced me, and induced the police, to
consider that eecrecy was for a fime necessary ; and
it is in consequence of thut that I gave no notice &g
the reporters, and they were abwent. On the gocond

‘oceasion when we met here there were two reporters

pregent ; and after the evidence hod bzen taken, the
patnre of that evidence was such, and the fact of
the police being in the possession of letters which
gave & clue, and which, followed up, might have led
to the discovery of the perpetrators of this orime—
the nature of the evidence was snuch that I partica-
lnxly requested both reporters that that evidencs
should not be published, And so strongly did I
feel upon that matter that I told them that the
police felt 0 strongly the importance of reficence it
& cage of this kind that the parents at their requoss
had not even published the death of the poor girl,
Theyknew the cironmatances—both reporiers did—and
whatever they might have felt, I consider clearly and
distinotly—I see one of the reportera prezent, and he
can contradict me if it is not the trnth—I consider
distinctly there was an understanding that tho
evidence should not be published until the inquiry
was completed, On that understanding I gave thS
repoxters notes of the evidence that I had taken on
the firet oceasion, in order to enable them to complete
their reﬁarm when the matter was complete. Had
I had the slightest idea ot that time that thaf
report would have been published in any papers, I
certainly should not have given, nor thought of giving
them the plightest information or intimation upod
the pubject ; and I considor—I may state this, and 1
say ib advisedly — I distinctly consider that the
publicotion, at all events of the first porkion
of the evidence, wae contrary to anything
like good faith (several jurors: hear, heat),
Now, L don't blame the reporter for this
nowledge of him for many
veara I feel confident that he repented to the editor
my reasons for withbolding evidence in the lnquiry
until the inquiry was completed, I feel confident hg
did so, Now I cannot help referring to the conduct
of the other editors of papers, particularly to one
editor, his ‘reporter being present; and 1 have no
dotbt, having told him of the underatood arrange-
ment at the time, as & gentleman he felt he could not

ublieh it without compromising his eubordinate,

hat is my imprension, although he knaw ab the time
that the MERCURY was about to publish it, Now I
mey state that in the afternoon of the day we were
here [ wan informed there was s probability of the
evidence appesring in the MERCURY the noxt day snd
T called at the MERCURY office, 1 could not ses
the editor; but I saw the reporter who was ab the
inquest, and I begged him, I told him, I had come
down—and I may say at considerable pain to mysolt,
for I hnd a very bad foot—but I asked him—1 raid I
bad come down to request 88 & favour that that might
not be published ; and I did add, if it was pitblished I
shonld consider whether it was my duty or not to
prevent the MERCURY reportersa again appeariing
at my court (hear, hear), Now, in the evening
received o lettexr froma the editor, in which he
reported—-oh, in which he spoke to me—in which he
taiked of never having had such an application
to him before by any coroner ; he talked a greab eal
ahout bis responsibility, and that he regarded hin
work a3 a public duty to beconacientioualy performed,
Gentlemen, the next morning, I enpposs the
editor, considering that the arrangement of his
subordinate was not Dbinding upon  himazelf,
published, a8 you eaw, the report of Ghe
inquiry, Now, in the letfer, I may eay, hesides
talking of conscientionsly performing his dutby, ha
inginuated that in asking him not to reporl the cale,
or to supprees the evidence—which I never did; it was
only to delay it for a day or two—that f was desirous
of obliging some one, Now & more ridiculous thing
than that could pever have besn mopggested, My sole
object wae in the iutereats of juastice (hear, hiear), that
the officer in charge of this caze might have the
meanes of following up the clue that they kad had,
and diecover the perpetvators ol thin shominable
crime, That wae my eole cbject, Now I ask
vou, gentlemen, whether or not & public duty
was conrcientionsly performed by the editor
in publishing this cnse, and not only publishing it,
but dxawing the attention of the public to the thivg
by some gensationnl heading as ' A Mystery ia Lower
Myaudlin pireet ¥ (Jurors—Montaguse strzeti)—"The
Montague etreet”—drawing theit
attention to it and piving plenty of notice
to anyone who wanted to avoid justice or
coming within the cognisance of the pnlice,
I want to know whether that duty would nos have
been more conscientionsly performed by withholding
the evidence, (Jurors—Yes : certainly ; hear, hear,)
Wel), I don’t know, gentlemen; I have phought &
rood deal upon this subject. The law recognises :n &
caee of this kind that inquiries hefore the coroaer
should be secret where third persons are likely to be
implicated and otber charges preferred. Tnab 13
recogniced by the law, aud I know of no law that
obliges me to have reporters in any inquiry of
this kind, or any ingniry at sall, Gentleman,
what I purpose doing is this, 1 shall not give any
notice or information to any paper in Bristol of any
inquiry which may be coming on, I shall take my
own reporter from time to time, and I will take good
care that the public are apprised of every inguest of
any interest to the public (hear, hear), That iz what
%hpurpom doing, gentlemen, Now we will go on with

e Case,

Aftar the Coroner had concluded his addressa juror
remarked in an undertone—* Well, it was a good
report, anyhow,"” _

rs Barah Fitzmaurice was the first witneas called,
She said she wea in the service of Measrs Bessell, For
the past five years she had known tho deceased, wac
was coneidered a good, ateady girl, and who had held
the position of cashier in the firm, Wiftnems was &
During {aat year the
decenzed wentaway in Augustfor @ holiday, zeturniog
on the 8th of Septembor, She wna absenb altogether
o fortnight, About six weeks after her return—on
the 17th of Qctober witness believed—the deceased
asked her as s married woman the symptoma of &
person who was .enceinte, FShe represented thal
she was inguiring for a Iady friend who had
got into trouble, Witness answered her inquiry
to the best of her knowledge, Deceased aiso
aslted if there was sanything such a person
shonld take, ond witness recommended camomile
ten, Decensed obmerved that that would caude
suspicion ot homse, nnd .she was in hbusiness
during the day, Witness underatood that camomile
ten was good for a woman in s certain condition. She
had often eeen the decensed taking medicine, but did
not know the nature of it, She believed the detiective
bad the bottie ; it had upon a label the words, “Shake
the botble,” but no name. . |

The Coroner—Did you suspect her?

Witness—Yen; I did, sir, I thought ahe WaR
inquiring about herself,

he Coroner—Do you know she had & lover at all!

Witness—She often toid me abont goentlomen—one
at Bath, and there was alse & gentiemsn s8he knew atb
Folkestone, I kpew ahe often used to have very

Myatery in

| handsome presents, and & letter every morning during

the inst three yonrs, She had roguiar correspondence
with the gentleman at Folkestone ; and she told me
she uged to go to Bath to mest 8 gentleman,
The Coroner—She had presents from a gentloeman !
Witness—Ho was retived from the army, He wasa
retived officer,
The Coroner—And constantly raceived lebbors?
Witness—Every morning for the last three yenrs,

excopt on Mondaya,
The Coroner—With the Folkestone post mark ?

Witnesa—Yes, sir, She added that the deceased
uged to go to Bath about once & month—it might not
have besn quite 8o offen—and when she was going
she seemed desizous her parenir ahould nob know of
her visits there, Deceased left hex place of husiness
on Saturday, February 28th, aboubt 25 minntes to

i eleven o'clock, .

’.?he?(}omner-—Had you any ides where she was
going

Witness—No, sir, Shs said praevious fo the Satar-
day, '' I am going out to sleep with some friends, and
I shall not be back Monday, and moat likely Taesday."
They had, continued witnesy, nome conversation as to
what was for dinner on Monday, and deceased on
being asked whevre she wae going ropented, "1
am going to stop with some friends, but I am nob
going to lei our own people know where I am gotag

to,”
The Coroner—Do you think she remained in Bristol !

Witpess—She eaid Saturdey, the last fime I saw
her, ¥ Oh my dear, 1 wish I wag going home to my
own comfortable bed.” I asked her where she was

oing, and she maid her friends wore coming o mast

ey, Witnens added that she believed deceased’s mater
raw her in the shop on Saturday evening haolween
4,30 and 5.80, She henrd of the death of the deceased
the day aftor it occurred, the three sisters of Miss
Mifflin oalling at the house, The contents of a hox or
depk, lotters and other things belonging to her, wera
taken from the little office and given by Mr Beasell

to there ladice, _ .
In answer to questions from the jury, witness said

she was the cook at Measrs Beanoll’s, and the doceased |

nged to talk to her, Sheshowed her an umbrells with
a pilver handle and other things which she sald were
prexents from & gentleman, Witnesr never poated
any iettoxa

W
early oloeing eveninga she could not waitiin the dining

room, but had & cup of tea while ghe was drossing,
and went by an ear iavemng train, retuining, she
told her, at 10 o'clock. Witnesa did nob know of the
decenzed bhaving any lover in Bristo), nor did rhe

| kpow of medicine heing sent for,

The Coroner—It in quite clear from the evidonaca
wo have had that the medicine had nothing to do
with this onse,

ade -

frora the decenscd topentlemen. The only
witness knew deceasaed wont to Bath was that on

A sister of the deceased stated that on Thursday

morning, after the death, sho and two ristirs went to
Meanxs Beosssell, hor father requesting her ti take goma

keyn to tho plage, Rbeasked if tho deoenred hnd Jefs

“would be depirable not to publish them,
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apything there, and was told she could come in and
sie what belopged to ber, Witness saw no bhox of
herp there, She could not say if the deceassd kept
Ietiers or thinge in o drawer, but there were soms
letters in a desk, and witness produced them,

The Coroncer~I don’t want to see them ; probably it

The papers were thereupon handed o the police,

Witness added that thers were also some hooks
which she did not take, She had not had any
suepicion the deceared had got 1ato trouble, aad, 1n
foct, could give no information with regard t) thad
matter, She saw ler on ber return home, on the
Sunday siterwsrds, apd did not consider thatb
she waf in & dangercus conditiopn. She then
understood she was suffering from cold and gore
throat, and acked her how she was. On the Wednes-
day afternoon, s few honra before the deceased died,
witness was fetohed to the house by her father, and
remained with her siater until the last, Deceaved did
not appear aware of her dengerous atate, nor did she
gecm to suffer much pein, The desk at Mr Resaell's
from which witness had the letters was uniocked af
the time; on her arrival there Mr Bessell said the
keye were useless, as he had nlready opened the desk,
Witnees did not know of any letters or papers haviag

obeen destroyved.
Mies Minnie Mifiin, the eister of the deceased, who

gave evidence at the first hearing, was recalled, and
uestioned with regard to the note she received from
the deceased on the Monday subsequent to the 28th
of Fehruary, requesting her to forward an enclosed
letter to Mr Bessell. She repeated that she could not
pay where the note wos poated, having attached no
importance to it, and she had destroyed the envelope,
It bore & stamp, _ _ )
The Coroner eaid that the jury mighb take it ac
cortain, whether the deceased went out of Bristol on
Satnrday-—which he very much doubted--or not, thak
that letter was posted in Briatol and would have the
Bristol postmark, She could not have gone oulof
Bristol on Ssturdsy night, However, thesa were
questions fo be considered by and by, The inquiry
wonld have to be again adjourned. ‘
After some disonssion, it was agreed to adjourn for
three weeks, until April 16th, _
The Coroner said ke boped they would then be able
to complete the evidence, If they could not, he was
afraid further effort would be useless, as there was
not & partiole of evidenca incriminating anyone at the
pregent moment. Nothing would be loat by an
adjournment for three weeks, It would give the
police time for furthier inquiries,

The police state that up to the present date they
have no clue whatever aa to the parpetrators of the
CIINiC,

SUICIDE AT EVESHANM.

The inquest on the body of the late Mr Alfred
William Brown, which was found in the river Avon,
was held at Evesbham, Mr W, W, Brown, father of
the deceased, stated that his son’s atate, both mental
and physiopl, had for the last month been very
unsettled, He had been under treatmeont by Mr
A, H, Martin, but attended to his business daily
as partner in the firm of Burlingham aud Com-

any, He had never been very atrong. On

undoy morning he attended the I'riends’ meeting,
and in the afternoon went to hia Bible clags as nausl,
During the day, however, he had one of his a.ln_rmmE
attacks, in an interview with his sister, Thaia too
the form of severe depression, and he seamed worse
than he hind been before, He expressed distrost of
himeelf to Mra and Miss Brown, and said his work
scemed & burden to bim, Henry March deposed o
recovering the body, and stated that the lega were
tied together at the ankle with a curlain loop,
Deceased was not wearing a waistcoat, collar, or tie,
Mr A. H, Martin teatified that the deceased had heen
in o bad state of health, He was subject to fits of
nervous depression, and told witness one day st
week that he feared he would be driven to do some-
thing., Miss Brown, deceased’s siater, atated that she
went to deceased’s bedroom, being mlarmed that he
did not come down to breamkfast, She found the
following note in deceased’s handwriting on & leat of
& pookefi book :~—* I musat do it, You will find my
body near the Common Railway Bridge, May God
forgive me.-~-A.W,B," The jury returned a verdict

of unsound mind,

A SENSATIONAL SUICIDE.

SINGULAR DETAILS.
Al the Three Queens hotel, Oxford strest, YWaston.

I | super-Mare, on_Thursday, Dr F. W, S, Wickateed

and & jury mguired into the circumatances attending
the sudden death of John Geoxge Stark (55), common
lodginghouse keeper, of Union atreet, whick took
place the previous afternoon,

Fliza Ann Stork, wife of the deceased, deposed that
ahe lived at 8, Union street, He had had a great deal
of trouble and anxiety lately in connection with a
lawsuit against the Commissioners, He had hbeen

| very upeet since he was committed to prison for

using the sands, Recently, when gshe and her
hushand went to Liondom, they had to bhorrow
rome money from her niece, ILast Saturday she wax
told to get money to pay off part of the town rate,
Ap o matter of faot, ahe had not & penny at the tims,
and her husbend knew it, Thigs seemed t0 worry
deceared, Sergt, Diclts said to her, ¥ You had better
get the money, or a distress will have to bo levied,”
Deceased was very low and depressed on Saturday,
Ho did not oet up until 12 o'clock on Sunday, and then
he wag, ag nsual—miserable—and he did not care to
apeak, On Monday witness bad & letter from her
niece, who had lent them some monsy, aud decessed
eaid,' O Lord God, Eliza, what shall uado?” Taey had
& cohversation about rafsivg $he money, and on the
Tuesday morning witness tried to pawn & pair of
trougers, Hev son had given her 103 for his woek's
lodginge. In the afternoon of the same day deccased
went to Mr Smith’a office to pay the rate, bus they
refused to toke the monoy, paying they must have
£1 7p, instead of about 188 8d, On hie return daceased
raid to witness, ' I don't kuow what they (appareatly
meaning the local authorities) will do with as, I
ehould think they would like to pué ms in o miziar
mill and grind me up,” Witness told him thgb
the law would not allow the authorities t do
that, Decensed seerned unsettled, On the pame
evenine deceased bought & Bristo]l newspaper, sud
cut out a parsgrapb (produced) alinding to the
tale of some houde property and ground rents
in Union street, which formerly belonged o him,
When deceaged was made a bankrupt last summer, he
loat; those houses, and otbers in New street. When he

spw the news paragraph deceased appearad to be
NEARLY MAD;

and upon reading the sum at which the ground rents
had been sold, deceased remarked, " They said these

| would not fetch anything, as they were worlthlens,”

During ‘Tnesday night and Wednesday morning
deceaged twisted and turned about in bed, and seamed

' to be vory uneasy. In the early part of Wednesday

morning deceased gtruok his little girl-—-who was his
favourite child—and witness was sure he would never
have done this had he been in his proper senses,
Between ten and eleven o'clock witness sent some
obairs away, and snbsequently deceased drank some
broth, and then hod a smoke.  In the course of cons

! versation, deceased remarked to witness, “I don’t

think I shall drink any more tea or anything else,”
He asked fora pisce of paper, with which witness

| gapplied him, Deceassd wrote something in pencil on

the paper, but witnaesa did not know what, He folded
the paper up and placed it in one of his waistooat
pocketa prior to going into the hack yard, He re-
turned, and taking up a cup wenti into the back yard
again, She advised him not to drink water,
but to have a drop of beer. Witners sent;
for some beor, In the meantime, deceased bad laid
bimself down upon the bed, and refused to have
the beer, She heard her husband expectoraliug,
He aaid, 0, Lord, God; God help you Liz, sud
God help my poor children,” She then heard deceaved
mutter, ' A curse will fail upon — and — and the
Weston Commissionsrs, for they are

BIY MURDERERS,”

Witneas told her husband to be quist, Wilneen's
daughter drew her attention to decsased, and naid ke
was dead, Witnesseaw him with his mouth open,
and the daughter ssid, “ Why not send for a doctor!?”
Witnese replied, ' I have not any money to pay &
doctor,” Dire King, a neighbour, advised witness to
send for Sergt. Dioks, She had heard her husvand
say, some time ogo, ¢ They will never se6 me alive at
Shepton Blallet again,” and * Life is hardly worth
living.,” He would sit and ory sometimos very much,
and ahe tried to congele him,

By & Juror- She did not know that there war any
poieon in the houae,

Sergeant Dicks deposed that at half-past two on
Wednesday afternoon he wan called by the daughter
of decenred to go and see her father in Union strest,
Ho found the deceared upon & bed on his back; his
eyes wera cloged, and he was apparently anconscious,
Wit ners endeavonred to give deceased an emetic, butb
ho could not swallow i6, There was a strong smell of
aoid about the body, and he sent for Dr 'raser, Wit
ness had searched the pockets of the decsased, and
found a documens {produced) in his wotoh pockel;, 16
was folded up, written in penocil, and razn a2 followa :
~4 May God oursé my murdururs * * F %
and s1l the Commisstoners conrarned ic my murdur,
for murduring me and my family in trying to get an
onesb living--Bigned, John G, Stark, 1801,” Fornerly
deceased was considered to be 5 well to do man, He
had been in frouble several times, and convicted
hefore the magistrates for contravention of the town
bylaws, Deceased had been imprisoned,

Dr G, B, Frazer aaid that shortly after 2.30 he was
called in to see decenged at Union street. He found
him iying upon & bed on his back, Life was just
extinct. The exaot canse of death was failure of the
heart’s action, caused by onrbolic acid poironing,

The Coroner having summed up,

The Foreman said they were unguimouely of
opinion tbat the deceased died from carbolic acid

oisoning, whilat in an unsound state of mind, They,
owever, thought he had been dealt with rather
harshly by tho. town authorities, inasmuch a8 they
refused {0 accept the money he temndered In part

payment; of his rates, .
The Coronexr—Your verdict, then, is " That the

deceased died from failare of the heart's action,
catged by awallowing oarbolio acid whilst in an un-
sound atate of mind,” Headded that the remarka of
the jury would be taken notice of by the prass ; aud
he could not help assooiating himself with them in
the feelinp they had expressed (hear, hear), 1idid
seem to him that the man had had harah measure
meted out to him, No doubt there were many things
connected with the ease that the jury and himaeif
knew nothing of, and & different light might be
thrown upon it by the intellizence others could give
them, At the same time, he symphthised very much
with the remarks the foreman of the jury had mada.
It had been a very painful cnse,

Pk

THE QUEEN’S JOURNEY.

GRrASSE, WEDNESDAY,
The train convoying Queen Victorin arrived at
twenty minutes past four,

P

“ Pruth” paye that for the tenancy of the Grand

Lotel at Gragee, her Majesty is charged for tbe rent of
the guﬂding, niablea, a.gd grounda ai the rate of £120
PEX LAYy |



