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ENTERTAINMENTS.
EVERY EVENING, 'at 730, and EVERY WEDNESDAT,
4 4 NG, at A URDA .
Yoy Dua Herbert Griffiths Brothers, H. Spry ;"..:"’-.54.252:":‘.:.’.'.
ily

Hareld, ll'vl;.(., c.

NICK WHITTINGTON at DRURY LANE is not only unanimously proneunced the
pectacle and greatest show in London, but the i and most artistic pantomime

u.ed at Drury Lane or elsewhers within the memory of the playgoer.

HAYMARKET THEATRE
Mr. Wattes and Mr. Monsii, Masagers,
THIS EVENING, st 8.30, AN IDEAL HUSBAND, by OSCAR WILDE. Meswrs. Lewis
Waler, Alfed Bsbep, O ' Stuart, Desse, Meyrick,
il 2° Julia Neson MATI

Helen Forsyth, and
Sole Lessee, Mr. T

J;
and SATURDAY, at2.30.

COMEDY THEATRE.
Lesses and r, Mr. J. Couvns Cann.
:\%”’H‘ lilul);u OF MEN, by Charles E. D. Ward (LAST FOUR NIGHTS)
r.

TONIGHT,
Mo bred Terry, Mr. H. B. lrving, Mr. Mr. Will Dennis, Mr. W, Wyes, Mr. ).
Care. 2. Miss Alma Murray, Miss Le Thiere, Miss May , and Miss ion Terry,
{8 A BRELZY MORNING. Box Office (Mr. S S Doors open 7.30,,

GAIETY THEATRE.
Lessee and Manager, Mr. Geoncs Epwazpes.
FVERY NIGHT, st Eight o'cleck, THE SHOP GIRL. Written by H. . W. Dam.
v Ivan Caryll, and addit i ‘Doors
Eea Office open daily, 10 to &

Music
Adrian Ross and Lionel Monckion.
HAegEl. SATURDAY NEXT at2 Doers open L5

PRINGE OF WALES THEATRL
70™NIGHT, at 830, a New Musical Farce, enti
:?l"Tl.lMA

(TH
Weo s and lyrics by Rasil Hood, music by Walter Slaughter, in which Mr. ARTHUR
ROBERTS will appear, supported by a pow erful company. Doorsepen 7.50 Box Office opea 1010 5

\TRE.

117 EXCFLLENCY, at 8.2, TO-NIGHT, by W. S. Gilbert and ¥. Osmond Carr. Mr.
DPWAKR IMPANY. _Preceded, at 7.”.‘7 PAPA'S WIIT, a NQ-"\'Imiu'l
Seymour Hicks, music by Flialine Terriss. Kate ‘Weatherby, Miss

on, Mr. Arthur Playfair, ' Doors epea 7.5 Office 10 10 10,
" at

'RDAY, at 2.20.

OALY'S THEATRE, LricelTes Square
Sole Lessee and Manager, Mr. Augustin Darv.
TO-NIGHT and EVERY EVENING, at 8.30,
N ARTIST'S MODEL.
Preceded. at 8, by NER FOR TWO,
MATINEE, EVERY SATURDAY,at 230

ST. JAMES'S THEATRE.
Sole Lessee and Manager, Mr. GEomss ALExaxmex.
EVERY

16.NIGHT
5 . George Alexander,
1. H.” Vincent. Asthur Roysten, Frank Dyall, F. Ki

X Peile; Miss Rose Leclercq,
Varivugh, Tt Page, Niee {icorge Canninge, Mis Evelys Millard. At 820,
70.MORROW (Wednesday), st 3; and EVERY SATURDAY, at

Treoe ¥ N
EASON. MATINEL, L3

ADELPHI THEATRE.
Sol ietors lanagers, Messrs. A. and 8, Gar i,
8, THE FATAL CARD. Mr. William Terrisa, Maox. Muray Carsen,
1. Abingdon, Richard Purdew, E. W. Gardiver; “fcsdames Vane, Laura
and Miss Millwvard. Box Ofhce open fiom 10a.m.

TONIGHT, 2t
Fares Fulten, W. 7

oées Sephue Larkin,

AVENUE THEATRE.
A WITLIAM CRELT. Lewece and Manager.
FVER) EVENING.. a1 80 a New and Original Opera Bouffe entitled
» NG TR S e
Geo. R. “ime ard luan Caryil.
Ve s lohm ¥. Sheridan, ateinan. John Barr, Henry Wright, I. Vaughan, A. |
T ool M Wenman - At <o Etoel Haydon, Florence Levey, Gracie Whiteford, Maude Fisher,
L “n o, Bertba Meyers, anl
MISS MAY YONE AS DICK WHITTINGTON,
it

MATINEE NEXT SATURDAY and eiery

710 Commence 8
Vo (. open from 10 to 10

warn Terry

at AN 1 CENT ARROAD
£ Ly HIGH LIFE BELOW STAIR>.
Doors open 7.40.

TERRY'S. —Proprietor, Mr.
TONTGHT
Preceded, at

ROYAL PRINCESS'S THEATRE.
FVERY EVENING at 830 ~AIURDAY
y will be given umil further motice of this emor-

Seven peiforn
Box Uftice now opea.

MR. AND MRS. ReEED'S
U der the Management of Mr. At xen Grrsias Reen and Mr., Corsey Grarx

e Burletta. in three act<, by Malcolm Watsor. musi
fisical Sketch, MUSIC A'LA MOD! ey
a3 Monday. Wednesday, Friday, a: & 35
TALL, LANGIAM PLACE, W.

MIAGARA MALL.
ST. JAMES'S PARK STATION.
FFAL _ICE SKATING—Ice al in Perfect Condition.
Taily, 830 15 10, 3x.: 30 to 5e: 8.0 to 1LY, 3
FXCEILENT ORCHESIRA.
FIRST.CLASS RESTAURANT OPEN ALL DAY

and

Maude Mi ‘West, Vane Featherston,

EE, TO-MORROW and EVERY WEDNESDAY
reE.

sic
open ai 7.40.

OUGHT WE TO GERRYMANDER?

AFTER the dead-heat, what? A deadlock? or a piecc of
sharp practice? or a loyal P e of the d of
London, and a compromise > We hope and believe that there
is no real doubt about the matter ; but it is the duty of every-
body to raise his voice, while yet there is time, in favour of what
he believes to be the most honourable and the wisest course.
Now if we Progressives like to do the trick we can do |
it, and we gather (though perhaps incorrectly) from the inter- |
views with various Councillors of light and leading that there are |
some who think we ought to do it. *“Wc have the power ; let |
us usc it” is the argument, “and as the power comes
te us by means of that Tory institution, the Aldermen,
it will be particularly amusing to make them pay for it.” Well, we
can do it,undoubtedly. As we explained to our y lay,
the firstthing the new Council hasto do istoelectaChairman,andin
the clection of a Chairman the Aldermen who do not retire

administrative work. \What we have to aim at is the conversion
of the really moderate Moderates. What we have to do, in fact,
is to run the two parties in double harness this time.

THE NEW FICTION.

A PROTEST AGAINST SEX MANIA
BY THE PHILISTINE.

1 read the other day a very interesting novel by Mr. Henry Murray,
entitled “ A Man of Genius.” The “man of genius” is a young
Bohemian who lives with a chorusgirl from the Frivolity stage,
and upon both her and himself he imposes a constant martyrdom of
sordid privation. Not that he declines to work or is without the
means of earning a livelihood. He is simply a *“martyr to art”;
his i him from writing any but nasty stories which

have votes. But a majority of these Aldermen are Prog i
Therefore a Progressive Chairman can be clected. And so far,
we do not know that there is any great objection to be
raiscd. But now comes the second step. Having elected a Chair-
man, the Council procecds to elect the new Aldermen, and in this
clection only the elected Councillors vote, and among the clected

ouncillors, there is a dead heat in the party race. But, as we
showed yesterday, the Chairman, if an elected Councillor, has
two votes—one vote as a Councillor, and a casting vote, if
there is a tic, as Chairman. Therefore, if the Progressives
choose to do a piece of sharp practice, and to carry
things with an unscrupulously high hand, they could use the
Chairman’s casting vote in ecach case to pack the Council
with nothing but Progressive Aldermen. They might even do
this, it seems, in another way : trusting to chance instead of to the
Chairman, for two Moderate Councillors arc reported to be
at this moment on the high seas. But it is enough, we
imagine, to state this alternative to disposc of it. The
Council could be gerrymandered : but only by such very sharp
practice as would discredit any body and any party responsible
for it.

What, then, is the proper course> The Moderatc® proposc
that we shall import an ideal Chairman from outside the
Council—a strong impartial man attached to neither party, cap-
ablc of. doing strict justice between them, wjthout suspicion
of bias or self-interest. Certainly if we could find such
a man, we would fall on his neck and implore him to
come in; but he belongs, we are afraid, to that * New Heaven ”
which for the moment is “olf.” However, we arc quite sure that |
! suggestions will be tnankully received on our sidc. But failing
such a man, wc rcally think therc is a great deal to
be said for re-clecting our old Chairman, Sir JouN HUTTON.
| He is, of course, an avowed and active Progressive, and since
| his opponents have not given him the Speaker’s benefit of
cxemption from challenge, but on the contrary have made special
efforts to sccure his defcat, he has lately been driven to fight
hard for his life. But his impartiality in the Chair has ncver,
that we know, been questioned : he knows the routine of business
admirably, hc has been strong and compcetent in  this place
for the last two ycars. If Sir JouN HUTTON becomes
Chairman, the Vice-Chairmanship should go as a matter of
coursc to thc Moderatcs, and we need not quarrel over
the further question whether they or we shall have five out of
" the nine Aldermen. Indeed, if we have the Chair, the Moderates
ought, we think, in faimess to have the five Aldermen,
for the Chairman has both an ordinary vote, and in casc
of a tic, a casting votc also. This will be a compromisc which
will come as near strict justice as is possible in mundanc affudrs.

This is the course which loyalty to the London electoratc
|scems to us to dictate; and we have sufficient faith
in the Progressive policy to feel no doubt that it would also be
the best course in the interests of Progressivism itself. In a few
points, it is truc, the Progressive cause is clearly set back
for a time. But for the most part we shall be able to
"“ progress” just as much as ever. For the Progressive
| policy is not a policy which depends on acceptance of
| theorics, but is a matter of practical, administrative good
| sense. The Moderates will find that out as soon as they get to

no publisher will consent to print. Lvery one of his novels contains
at least one impossible passage which his “ principles ” forbid him to
strike out, and which decency forbids the publisher to print. So
the “ man of genius ” and his chorus girl come near to starving, though
it is to be remarked that no principle hinders him from living on her
slender carnings, so long as these hold out. That also is in the cause
of art. He is unemployed, not because, like some trade-unionists, he
declines to takc less than a standard wage, but because he refuscs to
do any but dirty work.
The Need for Critical Plain Speaking.

Now this story is a very clever piece of satire, and I commend the
subsequent experiences of this “man of genius” to anyone who has
not made his acquaintance. But there is onc point about it which
somewhat strains my credulity. I am unable to conceive what kind of
writing it was that this gentleman failed to get published. He must
have been singularl or his particular variety of nastincss
singularly out of the common, if he failed to launch it on to the
public through one or other of the rccognised .alternatives. lor
sincc the days when Mr. Vicctelly was prosecuted at Bow-strect
for translating Zola, the fear of the police-court has ceased to
be operative, and if some publisk have old-fashioned fears or
qualms, there are numcrous others who are more liberal. Personally
1 have no desire to sec the police-court method brought back, but in
its absence we Philistincs must assert ourselves. One of the chie!
defects of criticism just mow, as I have tried to show on anothet
occasion, is a morbid fcar of being out of date. 1t takes up with the
new art which it does not understand, or with thc decadent in litcra
ture which it positively dislikes, for fear some emancipated lad should
pronvunce it to be anilc or moral. 11 we who wpesitively rcjoicc m
these epithets do not speak up for ourselves, no onc will.

From the Yellow-back to the Yellow-book.

In this country, the decadent movement had touched painting and
poetry long before it laid a finger upon fiction. In our childhood
certain lady novelists were talked of with bated breath as improper
reading for the well-brought-up, and therc were houscholds, not other-
wise illiberal, in which the ycllow-back novel (the invention, 1 believe,
of Mr. W. H. Smith) was supposed to be the vehicle of mysterious con
taminations. GGood, respectable lady novelists, whosc only daring, as a
rule, was an elopement which lookcd compromising for a few chapters,
but was invariably found at the end of Vol. TIL to have Leen conse
crated by Holy Matrimony' IFrom the yellow-back, too, wc have
travelled to ycllow-book, leaving the former in a kind of strandcd
respectability, for the lation of those | holds which the
emancipated youth calls “suburban.”  Only sce, says this young man,
how we have progressed, how modern we arc! *“On our sleeves we
wear our sexes, our discases unashamed.” ‘There 1 stick.
true, and it is rather nasty ; but why ‘ progress ” ?

or Decadence?

In what respect, unless in pr y, morbidity, degencracy,
are we “advanced,” when wc become proud of our discases,
unreserved about our animalities, and boastful about our appetites > |
know the answer: It's there, it's lifc, let us be * brave ” (that is alway-
the word) * and recognise it.” Why not say at once, let’s sit upon the
ground, and talk of drains and sinks and rubbish-heaps > ‘Lhcy are
therc ; they, 1 supposc, are life, and they are certainly of great impurt
ancc to the sanitary engincer.  Possibly, a *“martyr to art” will in the
next century think it nccessary to demonstratc through fiction
—

OUR LONDON LETTER

lmmf people will be not a little surprised to see in the papers
today that T.ord Kandolph Churchill has left personalty amounting to
as much as £76,000. for it had becn frequently rumoured that he was
nearly at the eud of his resources. B, as * The Linkman” in Zrut/:
remarks, “acting upon the gencrous advice of the house of Rothschild,
and of Colonel North, lord Randolph could scarcely have been
scriously unfortunate in financial transactions.”

T'here is an interesting article in the Stamdard this morning from
its correspondent at St. I'tersburg eplaining that in that city, though
hing Zero is in powcr for months at a time, such a thing
as a frozen water-pipe is almost unknown. We are reminded of
J.ord Randolph’s remark when asked why he sclected the winter for
a visit to St Tetersburg, what was he going for?  *“To get warm,” he
replied. In St Petersburg—as the Sandard’s d plai
they know the secret of laying mains properly, of n::luding draughts,
and of warming rooms.

..\ contemporary announced last evening that the Princess of Wales
will hold the next Drawing Room * which falls before Easter,” a state-
nient which is entirely incorrect. The next Drawing Room' is to be
hicld by the Queen herself during the second week in May, probably
on Tuesday, the 7th.  There will be a fourth Drawing Room, most
Iikely on Thursday, May 9, if the third onc is fixed for thé7th, The
only Court functions * before Easter ” will be two Levées.

The Quecn will be wheeled in a chair this afiernoon from her
own apartmeants to the Throne Room. The Princess of Wales and the
members of the Royal Family joic her Majesty in the corridor
outside the Throne Room. During the reception of the Corps
Divlomatique and the entriz company, the Queen will occupy a

! chair placed in front of the Throne, which has been constructed
| expressly for her Majesty's usc at these functions. It has a seat which
| is raiscd and sloped so cleverly that it supports the Queen comfortably
in a position which is really half standing and half sitting, and her
Majesty holds in her hand a stout cane of ebony. Princess Christian,
in the absence of the Princess of Wales, will receive the general
company, and the Queen is to drive out this afternoon with the
Lmpress Frederick about a quarter to five.

A\ set of apartments in Hampton Court Palace, which has become
vacant by the death of Mrs. Domville, has been given by the Queen
to Miss Wyndham, daughter of the late Colonel Wyndhan, of the
Scots Greys, who was for some time Keeper of the Regalia in the
Tower of L.cndon.  There were a great number of applicants for the
residence.

The German Empceror and 1:mpress have sent a superb porcelain
dinner sesvice to the Lmpcror and Empress of Russia as a wedding
present.  The service, which consists of morc than sixty pieces, was
made expressly for the purpose at the Royal factory in Berlin, and it is
in the very richest rococo style, being a copy of one which was designed
for Frederick the Great, and which is now at the Neue Palais, Pgudam.

The Empress Frederick is to spend a few days at Sandringham
with the Princess of Wales before she leaves England, and after the
departure of the Queen from Windsor for the Continent her Imperial
Majesty will make a short stay at Buckingham Palace. The Empress
Frederick is to meet the Queen at Darmstadt on April 24 or 25.

There are seven members of the House of Lords among the elected
London Councillors, and only six members of the House of Commons.
Threc of the peers are Progressives and four are Moderates. Of the
M.P.’s two are Progressives and four Mod Of the 118 coun-
cillors, seventy-two were also members of the last Council.

It seems to be a fixed rule in British public lifc that mo party or
policy should be allowed morc than a six ycars’ clear run. The
Progressives have now had a six years’ spell, just as Lord Salisbuiy
had from 1886-92. .\t the end of the six years John Bull puts on the
break.

His many friends will be sorry to hear that Mr. ‘I, B. Potter, M 1",
has been very scriously ill. Both he and Mrs. Potter were seized with
jnfluenza two or three weeks ago. Mrs. Potter soon recoveied, but
with her husband bronchitis in a very bad form was developed, and at
times during the past week his immediate fricnds have been alarmed
about his condition. The latcst reports are that he is somewhat
better.

The selection of Mr. William Leatham Bright, the second son of
the great orator, as Liberal candidatc for Rochdale, is the very best
that could be made. He was caceedingly popular in Rochdale when
he lived there, and all sections of the Libera! Tarty have hailed with
dclight his selection as candidate for the scat held solong by Mr.
Bayley Potter. The Conservatives havc a strong candidate in Colonel
Royds, who, by the way, is warmly supported by Mr. W! L. Bright's
brother and Mr. |. A. Bright, M.I".

The Dean of Westminster has appointed the Rev. John Troutbeck,
D.D), to the Precentorship of the Abbey, which has become vacant
by the death of Precentor Flood Jones, who had held the office for
nearly thirty years. Dr. Troutbeck has been for many years a
Minor Canon of Westminster, and he was formerly one of the priests
of the Chapel Royal, St. James's Palace, but resigned that officc on
being appointed Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen. Dr. Troutbeck
is a brother-in-law of Canon Duckworth, the senior member of the
Chapter of Westminster.

Itis quite
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