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outas a novel, passes the comprehension of a Philistine. From
the point of view of fiction, it is not pathetic but simply revolting.
The English School of Diabolists.

1 pass now to the fourth class, that of the lurid and nonsensical
These, 1 take it, are written under the inspiration of the French
school of Diabolists. That school, as the reader knows, is
possessed with ideas of black magic, spirits of cvil, devils
become i and other nigh of corrup-
tion. You are introduced to modern alchemists who use Latin
incantations, pour mysterious fluids out of green phials, and by the
black arts transform men nto monsters, or penetratc the corrupt
mysterics of their being.  Several English imitators of this
school have come into my hands reccntly, but the wildest is, perhaps,
Mr. Machen’s “Great God Pan,” published in the Keynotes Series.
Here we have a physician who practises the black art, and
by an operation on the brain relcases for the time being the
spirit of a woman, that she may visit the spirit world and “see
the Great God Pan.” She awakes, a lunatic *convulsed with an
unknowable terror.”  Shortly afterwards she has a child whom we

Notes oF THE Dav.

We have seen the claim put forward by thc Opposition that the
are to i d no Bills except *by leave of the

“TACTICS AND TANTRUMS.”
To the EDITOR of THE WESTMINSTER GAZETTE.
SiR,—In your leading article of this afternoon you accuse me of
having said in the Me/kodist Times of this morning that * all Moderates
ll.‘_dlul-! of |‘M devil,” so giving iresh currency and plausibility to the

Lords.” The Standard “ goes one better ” than that this

ng that the Opposition are to oppose the second reading
of the Irish Land Bill “by order of the Lords.” For, alter
declaring that the Tories do not at all hike the look of Mr. Morley’s
Bill now that they see it in print, it procecds as iollows :—

The Fifth Clause, dealing with improvements, is more sweeping than was
expected from Mr. Morley’s statement, and if it be lelt unamended it is
believed that it would in a great number of cases lead to the rental being
fixed at simple prairie value.  The character of this clause, and of several
others, will materially afiect the attitude of the Opposition on the second
reading of the Bill ; and, unless some promise of modification is obtained,
1t may be necessary, 0 the futire ation of the House of Lords,
to divide against the ng.

The italics are our own, but observe the theory of it. “It may
be necessary ” to divide against the second reading, not in order

ccond reads

gather from certain lurid hints to be a shedevil incarnate. *When | to reject the Bill in thc Lower House, but “with a view to
the House of Life is thrown open there may enter in that the future action of the louse of Lords.” That is to say,
for which we have no name, and human flesh may become the Lords intend, if they dare, to wreck the Bill when it comes
the veil of a horror onc dare not express.” [That is Mr. | up to them, and with a view to that end they instruct the Tories in
Machen’s favourite style. The ble, the unk ble, the | the C to cover them by voling against the measure on its

inexpressible, and the ble have a 1 ination for
him.] When a child she meets unnameable monsters in the woods, and
2 12 o

sccond reading !

another child who is her goes into indescri
Being a lady of unimaginable fascinations, she quickly marries, and

The arg; we suppose, is hing like this. It would look
so awfully bad if thc Lords were left to do their own seli-

on the night of her wedding begins talking to her husband of
unwhisperable things |*“ things which cven now I would not dare
whisper in blackest night, though 1 stood in the midst of a
wilderness ). She robs and ruins her husband, and inspires him with

all by th 1 It would look as if they
were just a sct of landlords playing for their own hands in
the same old fashion as before: and in order to give colour
to their p di the disi d Tory C is first to

inconceivable horrors [*“1 tell you, you can have no c P of
what I know : no, not in your most fantastic, hideous drecams can you
have imaged forth the famntest shadow of what 1 have heard—and
seen’].  After committing various unnameable viliainies in remote
parts of the world she turns up again in London, mects her
husband, murders hin, and causes a mysterious scquence of suicides in
high life.  She gives entertainments to her victin's which fow survive :
but one who did survive wrote an account which makes men sick at
heart, turns their lips white, and sends a cold sweat pouring like
water down their temples.  The account contains suggestions of forces
which “cannot be named, cannot be spoken, cannot be imagined
except under a veil and a symbol . . . the terror that may dwell in
the secret place of lifc, manifested under human flesh ; that which
is without form taking to itsell a form. ... How is it that
the very sunlizht does not turn to blackness before this thing, the
hard earth melt and boil beneath such a burden ?”  ‘Then the loath-
some creature hersclf commits suicide, and a doctor who was present
describes the scenc in an orgy of nonsensical language. *‘ Horror and
revolting nausea rose within him, an odour of corruption choked his
breath,” as he saw “ that which was on the bed, lying there black like ink”
gradually dissolve itself into a nasty jelly, the * form wavering from sex
to sey, dividing itself from itseli and then again reunited.” Then he
saw *‘the body descend to the beasts whence it ascended, and that
which was on the heights go down to the depths, even to
the abyss of all being”  Finally, in a black atmosphere, which was
not dark, yet the negation of light, he sces an indescribable form
the “symbol of which may be seen in ancient sculptures
and in paintings which survived beueath the lava . . too foul to
bc spoken of . . . as a homible and unspeakable shape,
neither man nor beast, was changed into human form ; there camc
ninally death ™ At this point the doctor loses controi of grammar and
sensc as well as language
Sex-Manta Incoherent.

The wild absurdity of all this rcally makes comment superfluous.
But note the sexmania in it all. It is an incoherent night-
mare of sex and the supposed horrible mysterics behind it, such as
might conceivably posscss a man who was given to a morbid
brooding over these matters, but which would soon lead to
insanity if unrestrained. I imagine, however, that Mr. Machen’s
desire has simply been to emulate certain French practitioners in this
line : indeed, the fact that he is so often reduced to gasping negatives
proves that he has not made it clear even to himself what he is after.
iis work is innocuous from its absurdity, but the type is most
truly decadent. Sex-mania has in all ages revelled in the thought of
the imaginary inarticulate horrors in the * abysses of being.”

‘The Philosophy of Sex Mania.

Mr. Machen, no doubt, would tell us that his book was a kind of
allegory, but others are quite seriously at work consiructing a decadent
and mystical philosophy of human nature. While I have been writing
these articles, there has come into my hands a book of translations from
the fantastic Norwegian Ola Hansson, by “George Lgerton,” with a
remarkable preface appended to it.  Hansson, we learn from George

‘gerton, * has Lroken new ground in literature, that of physiological
mysticism,” and ia his novel bearing the suggestively decadent
ttle of “Amorosa Sensitiva” he has plumbed greater depths of
* physiological mysticism ™ than any of his predecessors. The book
in question gives the * psycho-physiological key ” to all his subsequent
work. Finally, Hansson is an exponent of Yriedrich Nietsche's
* triumpbant doctrine of the ego,” heis *“one of the most striking
literary phenomena of the age—he is the incarnation of the nervous
lie of to-day. lle is a specialist in psychology, a pathological
hunter in the #rra fiognita of the human soul ; laying bare hidden
places with the surc, deft touch of a skilled surgeon.” He has, of
ourse, ** been absolutcly true to the principles of his art ” (a Philistine
thinks he knows what that means). Most of his work is sufiused
with “ erotic mysticism.” 1 know nothing of Ola Hansson, and this
description docs not tempt mc to make his closer i

diraril

give an i ial vote which may be evploited as the opinion of the
“constitutional ” rather than of the Landlord Party. Then the Lords will
be brought in just to give the stamp of their approval to the well-weighed
decision of the Conscivative Party. A highly courageous and truly
noble Plan of Campaign is it not? We can only say that if the
average Tory M.P. is induced by these arguments to pull the chestnuts
out of the fire for the Irish landlords in the Upper House he will
be an even more innccent and humble person than we had taken
him to be. If he really gives 2 vote against the second reading
when the division comes we shall not forget on our side that it is “by
order of the I.ords.”

If it is true that the proposal to frece the evening
schools was only lost at the School Board yesterday by the
absence of two Progressives, we hope the conduct of these absentees
will be marked by their constituents. Diggleism, it is quite clear, is
only scotched. \itness also the defeat of the bl 1

d about me which, for obvious reasons, certain London
and provincial journals have been diligently circulating during the last
fortnight. What [ really did say was, that *‘of course there are any
number of excellent and henourable people in both camps.”

You accuse me, in the second place, of contending *“that ro
‘righteous’ Progressive will touch’ the Moderates * with the end ot a
barge-pole.” What I actually did was to *demand that the Moderates
should be allowed to enjoy the fruits of the victory which the work-
men gave them. Any attempt to wriggle out of the situation would
disgrace and almost rum the Progressives. The Moderates are at least
entitled to the vice-chairmanship and half the new Aldermen. We mus:
respect the popular judgment, and do to others as we should expect, under
similar circumstances, to be treated ourselves.” | went on to protest
against the election of * Lord Tweedmouth—a most excellent man, but an
ex-Whip of the Liberal Party ”—as chairman, and I contended * that much
may te said, under the circumstances, for an exalted and impartial outside
chairman.”

1 need quote no more in order to show every just man who, in this
particular case, to use your own words, has been guilty of ** short-sighted,
« un-Christian and uncharitable judgment.”——I am, &c,

8, Taviton-street, Gordon-square, March 7. Huuw PRICE HUGHES

[Mr. Hugh Price Hughes's letter is decidedly—though, we are sure,
unintentionally—misleading. We did 707 accuse Mr. Hugh Price Hughes
of sayingthe words he quotes. Onthe contrary, we expresslyindicated thatwe
were not quoting hisown words. *What,” we said, “*it[ Mr. Hughes's temper]
all seems to come to is this,” and in the following passage we carefully
distinguished his own words from our summary. \Whether we represented
his temper fairly or not, we may leave to the judgment of our readers,
after citing some of the terms in which Mr. Hughes referred (Chron: e,
March 4) to the fact that half of the voters on Saturday were not of his way
of thinking :—

A morc terrible exlubition of d and criminal mgratitude bas never been
witnessed.  Well may the liquor-scllers, the sweaters, the jerry-builders, the sium
exploiters, the gamblers, andthe purveyors of open markets for vice, drink oneanother's
health, and go wild with joy. The mighty Samson, who threatened them ail,
is shorn of his locks, and for three years, at least, there can be no more attempts on
an adequate scale to abolish the siums, to educate the children [!), to relieve the
ratcpayer at the expense of the millionaire ground landlord, and to bring
light, retinement, and joy into the dark abodes of the weary poor. + . .

Let us immediately form in cvery constituency @ Nomconformast Council, to be 4
nucleus around which good citizens, without distinction of sect, sex, class, or
political creed, may gather to cducate and inspire the municipal conscience. To
introduce party politics on such an issue is to accept the fundamental principle of
Tammany Hall, which is simply a political caucus, that systematically subordinates
the municipal interests of New York to the supposed exigencies of the political party
which Tammany repicsents. We are already in the Tammany ** down-grade.” For
the first time in the municipal history of London we have liquor-sellers and paid
professional political wirc-pullers elected to seats at Spring Gardens.  But if the Non.

prop
gradually to increase the acconimodation of Infant schools, wherein,
as usual, Mr. Diggle sces some insidious design against Voluntary
schools. But if our pcoplc stay away, we must not complain that the
reactionarics grow bold.

The specific, if rather loosc, numbering of the people in the
Transvaal Republic, which Lord Ripon has obtained from the British
Agent at Pretoria, will surprise somc people. ‘There is no reliable
Census to go on ; but the Agent computes that the British subjects
of all sorts, colonists and others, aiready in the Republic, amount
to over 62,000, and there arc 15,000 other forcigners, as against
a burgher population of 70,000 to 0,000 : and this latter has to be
madc up by lumping persons from the Orange Free State—the other
Dutch Republic—with Transvaal Boers proper. These figures
are striking cnough in themselves, when it is remembered that
the British and other alicns are all excluded from the franchise.
But they would be more so if the Agent had counted oniy
the adult male persons who are actual or potential voters.
The Boer figures, of course, includc men, women, and children ; the
actual number of full voting burghers are but 18,000. The 62,000
British subjects are almost ail men and potential voters. No wonder
the Bocr shrinks (rom franchise rctorms and puts off the evil day as
long as he dares.

Many of our readers will be glad to know that Mr. Alired Milner
has published in book torm (throuzh Mr. Edward Arneld) the excellent
lecture on ‘loynbec, which he lately delivered at Toynbee Hall,
and which was noticed in these columns at the time. In a note
appended to this reprint of the lecture, Mr. Milner mentions the
interesting fact that during the closing months of his life Toynbee was
much occupied with the question of O'd Age Pensions :—

Almost the last time 1 saw hiin Le expounded to me in much detail &
scheme for supplementing pension funds of Friendly Societies by State
contributions. w hich greatly resembles al:ike in its weneral outline and in its
underlying principles the pian lately shadowed forth by Mr. Chamberlain.
Toynbee died in the spring of 1833, so that in this, as in so many
other new social movements, his position was, as Mr. Milner says, that
of a pioneer.

Mr. Milner makes but a slight—not to say siighti llusion to
Toynbee's association with Mr. Ruskin. But it is interesting to note
how closely Toynbee’s conception of Old Age Pensions, * bestowed
not as a matter of charity but of right,” follows the principles laid down
by Mr. Ruskin twenty-five years earlier, and constantly reiterated by
him in later days. We know no better rhetorical statement of the case
than is to be found both in “ Unto This Last” (1862) and in “ The
Political Economy of .Art” (1857). ‘The chapter on the subject of

whom as. a N ist I make this vespecttul and earnes
appeal—organise themselves, we shall, in 1898, nip Tammany in the bud. . . .
Ilove Londonas 1 love my native land. My deepest longing is to see London
“a holy city,” a *‘city of God”; that it can never be in the hands of
liquor-sellers, gamblers, and paid professional political wirc-pullers.  1f Black
Saturday rouses the Nonconiormist conscience to a vivid sense of its urgent and
Sacred duty, Black Saturday will be transmuted into the greatest blessing vast,

wicked, unhappy, but lovable and redecemable London, has ever known.

—Ep. W. 0]

THE ETHICS OF BLACKBALLING.

70 the EDITOR of THE WESTMINSTER GAZETTE

Sik,—It is an interesting question which is raised in the extract
you quote from 77w about the blackballing of Mr. Rhodes at a certain
club, and the comsequent withdrawal of his friends and supporters. But
the position taken up in your extract seems to me illogical. | quite agree
that “every club is a republic, where all are absolutely equal.” But if one
member is free to blackball a candidate, surely another member must be free
to resign. 772/ says that * the newly-coined phrase, an ‘influentialmember,’
is a vulgarity.” Agreed. But then what is the sense of saying that the
withdrawal of H.R.H., or the Duke of Fife, is calculated to wreck the
club? If H.R.H. resigns, there will be room for another member, and us
all members are ** absolutely equal ” what harm will be donc ?  Surely the

ion that the withd 1 of any p lar member will wreck the
club savours itself of the very ‘vulgarity ¥ in question.—I am, Sir, &c

March 7. Locic

THE FIRST PHILHARMONIC.

However it may be with others, Queen’s Hall is certainly none toc
large for the Philharmonics. Concerts may come, and concerts may go,
but the Philharigonics go on for ever. If there was a vacant seat at the
opening concert of the secason last night, there certainly were not
many. Which should be a cause of satisfaction to all who have
at heart the cause of good music, while the moral for those who
are unfortunate enough to be responsible for concerts less populous'y
attended lies on the surface. Let them also continue their labours, even
unto the eighty-third season, and they also shall reap the exceeding great
reward of hard upon a century's musical well-doing. Only one movelty
figured in yesterday's programme—this bemg an overture {rom
the pen of Mr. Irederc Lamond, entitled * Aus dem Schot
tischen Hochlande”-—though why, because he happens to be residing
in Germany, this clever young Scotchman should feel called upon
thus to forswear bis native tongue it is hard to say. But this s a
detail. The overture itself is a decidedly fresh, vigorous, and picturesque
piece of work, in which its authors power of handling with skill
and efiect a rather unwieldy orchestra is at any rate di
played—together with other qualities here and there which seem
to justify the hope of betier things to come. Naturally, under the

pathetic directi Sir A Mackenzie, this Scottish compo-
sition lost none of its pative fervour, a capital performance being secured
The only remaining feature of the evening’s doimgs requiring commen:
was the | of Herr Sauer, who evoked remarkable enthusiasm

Old Age Pensions in the last-mentioned book is specially

but the passage above quotcd seemis to me ly

for its of the cant often involved in head-shakings over the

as showing the structure of thought and pscudo-philosophy which
underlies the * revolting woman ” novel. The writer, it will be seen,
is possessed with the thought of ** psycho-physiological ” mysteries and
erotic mysticisin ", she talks of the decadent Nietzche's * triumphant
doctrine of the cgo,” she speaks with admiration of this * pathological
hunter in the ferra inognita of the human soul ” ; she finds him to be
an incarnation of necrves, and is proportionately delighted. Surely
nothing could better e pose the thoroughly morbid state of mind which
underlies the Keynote novel. In Norway, it scems, this surgeon of the
corrupt soul—Ok Hansson—has failed to find appreciation. In this
country, I have no doubt, he will be applauded by all the critical pack
as a beautifully “brave " and ** consummate artist.”

In a concluding article 1 shall endeavour to sum up the case which
1 desire to present against sex-mania in the new fiction.

( To be concluded. )

[The preceding artiides appeared on Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday, March 5, 6, and 7.]
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“pauperising” of the poor by persons, in better circumstances, who
would take, or have taken, alms themselves delightedly.  Yet

a labourer serves his country with kis spade, just as a man_ in the
middle ranks of life lor in the upper, Mr. Ruskin might have
added, for is there any assemblage of men with so many pensioners
as the House of Lords containsZ] serves it with his sword, pen,
or lancet ; if the service is less, and therefore the wages during health
less, then the reward, when health is broken, may be less, but
not, therefore, less honourable ; and it ought to be quite as natural and
straightforward a matter for a labourer to take his pension from his parish,
because he has deserved well of his parish, as for a man in higher rank to
take his pension from his country, because he has deserved well of his
couatry. . As we advance in our social knowledge, we shall endeavour
to make a government which shall have its <o diers of e plougishare as weil
as its soldiers of the . aund which shall distribute giore proudly its
golden crosses of industry—golden as the glow of the harvest, than now it
grants its bronze crosses of honour— bronzed with the crimson of biood.

« | know well,” said Mr. Ruskin, *“ how strange, fanciful, and imprac-
ticable these suggestions will appcar to most of the business men of
this day.” And at the time when he spoke (1857) he was no doubt
right. But he, too, was a pionecr. And it may be that Old Age
Pensions are one of the things in which Arnold Toynbee set himself to
reduce to practicable detail the suggestive rhetoric of Mr. Ruskin.

“1S1S VERY MUCH UNVEILED." Tix Storv or rug Gaear Mauatma Hoax,
told by F. Edmund Garreit. from Sources mainly Theosophical, reprinted from Twe Wast-
with replies rom leadiog, Theoswphisic. is the' titie of & new o
‘estminster Library. ' I1SIS VERY MUCH UNVEILED," Third Eaition, with M. Jadge s
Reply and the Author's Rejoinder therets, may be obtaine any Newsagent, ller, at the
Ra'iway Bookstalls, or from the “ubdiisae:, WesTsunsTER Gmnl&ﬂ. Tudorstreer, EC

by his performance of the solo parts in Mendelssohn's pianoforte conce:to
in G minor, and Weber's Concert-stuck.

NEW MUSIC.

Among the new music issued by Messrs. Reynolds and Co. are some
pretty things. One oi them is a * Scherzo in B flat,” by A. H. West,
which for its brightness and cheerfulness would be just the right thing to
piay to the generality of people who ask for “a little music.” A slight
drawback to the is the of the rhythm.

Another effective composition is the “Summer-Time Waltz, by E
Hes:e, about which there is mocre originality and swing than us al
There are one or two somewhat peculiar passages in it; but even they
are preferable to the average see-saw.

+ Our Duet,” by A Joker, is “a musical joke,” and by no means 2
bad onme, in exception to the rule that when you have to label any
pieasantry * This is a joke " that joke is in a bad way. The bars consis:
of two notes, but the treble is so varied that the result is very efiective, if
rather absurd.

Some of the nmew ‘‘migger things” are very pleasing. Thus, of
«“ Dipah,” a negro serenade by G. Byass, written and sung by M. B.
Spurr, the music is quite charming ; the refrain is beautiful, catchy, and
novel. * The Darkies' Wedding ” nigzer dance, by J. W. Moore, is after
the style of our friend the * Barn-door.” The tune is pretty, though pot
striking, and goes with a good swing, as a dance should.

“Life's Promise,” song composed by Clara M. L. Wade (Stanley
Lucas), is one of the pleasant songs with just a touch of sadness in them
which are sure to ““catch on.'" The last verse of the song is very effective.
and exceptionally pretty, .




