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ENTERTAINMENTS.

DICK WHITTINGTON AT DRURY
THE PANTOMIME OF THE YEAR.
LVERY EVENING, at 7. and EVERY WEDNESDAY, asd SATURDAY, at 1.20.
Dan Grifiithe Brothers, H. Spry ; 44 Blasche, Marie Moatrese,

Mo

JABEZ v. THE BRITISH EMPIRE
WHAT a proud chuckle Mr. JABEZ BALFOUR will have in his

his suit on the fact that JABEZ, under the assumed name of
“ SAMUEL BUTLER,” entered into an agreement, which had not
been carried outto buy a brewery. According to the Argentine

pleasant quarters in the A when this g’s papers
orded

reach him ! A higher testimonial to his adroitness than is
by last night's debates could not be desired by the vainest of
kind. The first period of BALFOUR'S life may be described as

Liy Hewi &c. Lo
BICR WHITTINGTON' st DRURY LANE s not quly waani the
;:;‘«unnnquu-u-m-nhb-q:m-:m

MAYMARKET THEATRE.
Mr. Warign and Mr. Mossi, Masagers,
THIS EENING, ut 830 AN IDEAL HUSSAND, by OSCAR WILDE. Memrs. Levis
Waller, Charles Stuart, h m ‘Geedbart,
ey vy %ﬂ’ﬂh—" Veae Tentheries
Vielen Forsyth, 8ad Julia Neison. MATINEE, TO-MORROW and EVERY WEDNESDA
asd SATURDAY, at 230, ~Sole Lessee, Mr. Taze.

Lesses and Manager, Mr. J. Couvas Cann.
1AST NIGHT, at8.40, of A LEADER OF MEN. At 8, A BREEZY MORNING. Doors
open 7.30. Office (Mr. S¢ ick) 10 to

TU-MOREUW (Saturday), Mr. Sydncy Grundy's successful comedy, SOWING THE WIND.

¥

QAIETY THEATRE.
Lessee and Manager, Mr. Guoncs Eowanoas.
EVERY NIGHT, at Eight o'clock, THE SHOP GIRL. Writtenby H. ]. W. Dam. \41-."1.'
Tvan Caryll, Adrian open o
s Ol opas daity, 1010 & ALY T MORROW a2 D epentes T %

DALY'S THEATRE, Lricsstas Sqvare
Sole Lessce and Manager, Mr. AvGustin Dacr.
TO-NIGHT and EVERY LVENING, st 8.0,
N ARTIST'S MODEL.
Tieceded, at 8, ty DINNER FOR TWO.
MATINEE, EVERY SATURDAY,at 2%0.

WALES' THEATRE.
TONIGHT, at 15, aad MA VERY SATURDAY, at 2.30, a New Musical Farce
ed,

o GENTLEMAN JOE
o by AVaer Sangter i wbich Mr. ARTHUR ROBERTS
Words and Iyrics by Basil Hood, mu-ic by Walter Slaugbter,in which Mr.
wi Sppearsvupnoried by a powertul company. Doorsopen 145, Bax Office opea 10 o 17,

THEATRE.
NIGHT, by W. . Gilbert and ¥. Osmond Carr. Mr.
.EORGE EDWA ll";'w. l;;::,:l'y ’%Ph_'h lel.rl:,‘.v KQ:";-‘."_ 1]
{Reresry C. Phil 5 ks, music ine Terrizs. Kate 'Weatherby, Mizs
g by F. D ancron Mo Arthur Playtair.  Doors epen 1.0 Box Ofice 300 10.
'RDAY, at 230.

HIS EXCELL

V. JAMES'S THEATRE.
“ele Lessee and Manager, Mr. Groroe AtExaxpEs.
10 NIGHT and EVERY EVEN *5, THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING

FARNEST, ryOSCAR WILDE. Mr. Ge Mesirs. Herbert Wi Allan Aynes-

worth, H YV Ardar Royston, Frank F. Kiney Peile: Miss Rose Leclerc
udimes Vit Liater, Elitt Page; M Gocrge Canoings. Miss Trene Venbrugh. - At 82, 13

THF SEASON. MATINEF, TO.MORROW (Saturdsy) and EVERY WEDNESDAY and

SATURDAY,at S Doors open 2.30.

ADELPMI  THEA'
Sele Proprietors and Managers, Messra. A. and 8, GarTr.
TONIGHT. at 8 THE FATAL CARD. Mr. William Terriss, Mesers. Murray Carsen,
arles Fulton, W. 1. Abingdon, Ricbard Purdon, E. W. Gardiner ; Mesdames Vase, Lawa
1 indes, Sophie Laskin, and Miss Millward. Box Ofice open from 0am.

AVENUE THEATRE.

Mr. Wittiaw Grerr, Lessee and Manager.

JVERY EVENING, at 80, a New and Original Opera Bouffe entitled DANDY DICK

WHITTINGTON, by Geo. R. sime aud Ivan Caryll. Messrs. John F. Sheridan, Robert

Faterian, John Rarr, Henry Wright. I Vaughan, A. J. Evelyn. H. M. We

laydon. Floren e Levey, Gracie Whitetord. Maude Fisher, Ellen Geoss, Bertha

\ii's Mav Yobe. The piece produced by Frank Farker. Musical Director. Mr.

Komald.  Doors open 7.30 (if wet, 7.15) Commence 8 MATINEE, TO-MORROW (Saurday),
4.4 EVERY SATURDAY, 2t 230, Box Office open from 10t 10.

TERRY'S.—Proprictor, Mr. Eowarp Tumey

TONIGHT, at 8 AN INNOCENT ABROAD’
Preceded, at 8, by HIGH LIFE BELOW STAIRS.
Doors epea 7.40.

ROYAL PRINCESS'S THEATRE.
HANSPL AND GRETEL (n English), EVERY EVENING at 8.3 SATURDAY
MATINEF- 20230, Seven performances weekly will be given until further motice of this emor-
meusly successiul opera. Box Office now open.

MR. AND MRS. GERMAN REED'S ENTERTAINMENT.
Usder the Management of Mr. Arrren Gemsiay Reep and Mr Comvev Graix.
A, a New Burletta, in three acts, written by Malcolm
ghter. _Con luding with a New Musical Sketch, MUSIC A LA
v Mr. Cormy Crain. AS1 PLRFORMANCE. TO-MORROW (Saturdsy), &t 8
i almission, 2., 1. —>1. GEORGE'S HALL, LANGHAM PLACE, W.

MIAGARA MALL
ST. JAMESS PARK STATION.

REAT _ICE SKATING—Ice al in Perfect Cendition.
Daily, 230 t3 10, 3. : 30 to 6. Ss: 80 to 1LY, S
FXCEILENT ORCHESTRA
FIRST CLASS RESTAURANT OPEN ALL DAY

that  in which he gulled the British public. But the
second period, if in some respects less glorious, may claim
the yet prouder boast of being that in which he defeated a
British Government. Nothing could be more candid—we may
cven say more abject—than the confession of Ministers on this
point. The resources of the British Empire have proved equal
to some pretty tough jobs in their time. But there is onc task
from which the wealthiest Empire in the world falls back,
baffled and impotent ; and that is to get the better of JABEZ
Itis an entirc mistake—so it seems to us—to make this
uestion in any sense a personal matter. The most bigoted

Criminal Code, to enter into business arrangements under a
false name is considered a misd; punishabl
with imprisonment for from one to six years. But
KLIX, seeing little hope of bleeding BALFOUR or anyone else, and
the likelihood of being saddled with a heavy bill of costs, asked
the criminal judge to quash the case. And now comes the
funny part of the case. The “ Fiscal,” a kind of provincial
Attorney-General, holding an official position between the
judicial authorities and the exccutive powers, steps in, and says
that if the complainant will not go on with the case, “ public
action” must be taken to punish this notorious evil-doer,
and demands that he be sentenced to a term of imprison-
ment as provided by law. The Courts have now decided,
as we have learnt by tclegraph, that the KLIX case must be pro-
ceeded with, ang the extradition of JABEZ is thus once mor

Tory does not in his heart believe that the G

p ly. In this way, the treaty rights acquired

desired to secure the escape of JABEZ BALFOUR. English
Governments do not do these things; and no onc in
his senses scriously entertains any such suspicion. The
point at issuc relates simply to the efficiency of our official
machinery to prevent the escape of persons bly susg d
of criminal practices. It may very well be that the best
machinery in the world could not have prevented the escape of
JABEZ BALFOUR. It is a fallacy to suppose that because
a fraud is glaring and gigantic, the proof of it, as
regards any individual offender, is proportionately easy
to obtain. For ourselves, we were under the impression that
BALFOUR'S departure from this country—not, indeed, to Argen-
tina direct, but to the South of France, where he is suj

to have gone first “ for rcasons connected with his health ”—
was considerably carlicr even than the Attomey-General
placed it. In any case, therc is no reason to question the
official explanation that BALIOUR was gone before cffective
primd Jacte evidence of his guilt could be obtained. Neverthe-
less, this escapc was cxceedingly unlucky, and what the public
has since learnt of the official procedure has created an
impression - that cscape would be comparatively easy even
in cases where the proof was very much easier. For a
departmental inquiry into the re'ations between the Winding-up
| Department and the Treasury has shown us the extra-
ordinary series of dilatory proceedings which are necessary
before the Public Prosccutor can be satisfied of the necessity of
taking action. Thec same documents have, if we remember
rightly, to be cxamined and re-examined about five times by
five different sets of officials before anybody is entitled to
take any steps to prevent the flight of a suspect. More than
two.years, as we can all sec, have d before Ji

by our Government have been reduced toa nullity. It isa
humiliating position. .\re there no s—cither dipl i
or other—by which JABEZ may even yct be bought over? The
printer has left out an “#” in the last word but onc of the pre-
ceding sentence. And we are not at all sure that that printer is
not a wise man.

THE NEW FICTION.

A PROTEST AGAINST SEX MANIA.

BY THE PHILISTINE.

FOURTH ARTICLE: THE MORBID AND LURID CLASSES.

1 pass now to a third class, which coosists of the purely, or
impurely, morbid. Here we have the * sex on the sleeve ” combined
with di vhether ashamed or hamed is not of much con-
sequence to the reader, for the effect is much the same. Of this
class a leading example is a volume af the Pioncer Scries, entitled
“ An Altar of Earth.” e
A A Study 1o M. oidiv. .

* This is a book which—to do it justice—is not ofiensive in state-
ment or in detail, but of which the idea is incredibly hotrible and
morbid. We are introduced to a young girl who is suffering
from a fatal diseasc which must end her life in two years.
She goes into the country with a friend, and there comes across
a speculative buildcr—a coarse, vulgar, sensual man—who, in pursuance
of certain schemies, is about to destroy and build over a beautitul

have been taken against BALFOUR'S colrlagucs. and if certain
of them had desired to avoid inquiry in thc same way that
BALFOUR has avoided it, we really do not know what could
have been done to prevent them. Now having regard
to all these facts, and to the further fact that BALFOUR'S

el | cscape however unavoidable, was open to a very awkward misin-

terpretation, the public have naturally expected the Government
to act with exceptional energy in all the subsequent stages of the
affair.

The question, in fact, is, Has thc Forcign Office done cvery-
thing in its power to retricve the bad luck of the Law
Ofticers> It began with what looked like a great success in
obtaining the Extradition Treaty. But has it shown spirit
and activity in endeavouring to prevent that Treaty being

piece of woodland scenery. The girl, who has a passion for humanity
and 'social schemes, is possessed with the idea of saving this wood and
preserving it to the people for ever. The builder has a wifc of whom
he has grown tired, and he conceives a passion for this girl. She
regards him with the utmost aversion, and at first rcpulscs him
with scorn. Then the thought comes to her that by sacrificing
herself on this *altar of earth ” she may save thc land for the people.
So she states her terms, and the man closing with them, she goes to the
sacrifice in loathing and terror, and shortly afterwards dics of her
malady. When she had told him that shc must die, he had
simply trcated the tale as a ruse for her cscape, and insisted on his
bargain. So Hiram’s Wood is saved to the people for ever.

Now, thc author of this Look—he or she, I don't know which—
tells this story apparently with a full conviction that it is deeply
pathetic. The lady is young, pure, and gentle ; she is filled with

reduced to a dead letter > As it is, the British Gov has
been completely circumvented. The facts, as we stated
two or three weeks ago, are as follows :—On January 20, 1894,
BALFOUR was arrested at Salta, in a distant part of the
Argentine Republic, with a view to his being handed over
to the British Government on a requisition for his dition.
The Federal Judge of Salta decided that therc were good
arounds for his cxtradition, seven months having been
spent in advancing the case to this stage. BALFOUR
appealed to the Supreme Court of the nation, which in November

; the coarscr and viler the man, the greater is
her noble sacrifice. That he had a wife living and that she had any
duty to the wife does not, of course, occur to her any more than that
the object of saving onc wood for a few villagers who were apparently
surrounded with woods was, at best, trivial.  ‘T'o the normal reader,
indeed, this story can only makc sensc on one supposition—vic., that
the unfortunate woman was sufiering mentally from the effects of her
disease. On no other theory can we regard the idea of this woman par-
leying for one moment with that man as other than outrageous and
absurd. The story is at best a study in disease which, if true, might

confirmed the decision of the Federal Judge. M hile, OTTO
KLIX had entered a criminal suitforfraud prior to the first sentence
of extradition, thus delaying BALFOUR'’s delivery. KLIX grounded

legiti ly find place in a medical work, and, if not true,
is without excuse as fiction. 1low anyone could have conceived such
an idea, and, having canceived it, deliberately sit down and write it
—

—

OUR LONDON LETTER

Concerning Mr. Jabe, Balfour it is interesting to note that the
piemises of the London and Gencral Baok in Budge-row have at last
found a teoant.  The new occupants of the veritable rooms where the
originalbreakdown of the Balfour calamiti dare a firm of refresh-
ment purveyors who have commenced pervading London with their new
establishments, which promise to revolutionisc accommodation and
prices in the busi for the ial benefit of the more
tespectable class of working people in the Metropolis.

The presiding prophet at the Meteorological Offices often receives
more abuse than he deserves. The percentages of results of forecasts
{or the whole of the British Itles for 1893 shows :—Complete success,
29, partial (that is, more than half success), 25 ; total success, 84.
}F :ﬁs beats the results of some of the amateur weather prophets
hollow.

Mr. G. W. Smalley, for many years corres| of the New
York Trisune in London, is about to leave England for New York toact
as American correspondent of the London Zimes. This is quite a new
departure on the part of that journal, which has hitherto been content
with a representative at Philadelphia only.

The influenza is undoubtedly passing away from the House of
(ommons with almost as much rapidity as it fell upon it. Mr.
Asquith was back in the House yesterday, and it turned out that
bis attack was nothing more serious than a severe cold. And,
senerally speaking, Ministers have been attacked out of all proportion
10 the rest of the House. The Liberal Whips have now no members on
their books as absent entirely on account of infiuenza, and the

| Tory Whips have only two or three. There are still, how
ever, two or three Irishmen ill to make matters equal.  Altogcther
the influenza has shown itsclf no respecter of parties or
persons.

An evening porary d on that on the
previousnight “all the members of the Royal Family now in London” had
dined at Buckingham Palace with the Queen, afterwhich “severalof them
visited the theatres.” .\s a matter of fact, the Princess Louise was the
only member of the Royal Family who dined with the Queen on Tuesday.
It would be impossible for anyone to dine with her Majesty and
then to visit a theatre, considering that the dinner-hour is a quarter
to nine. Several Royalties visited the theatres on Tuesday might,
but, of course, they had not dined with the Queen. On these

jons the rule at Buckingham Palace is to have a separate dinner
at a much earlier hour for those members of the Royal Family who are
going to theatres, or to the opera.

Major-General Sir William Butler is in command at Aldershot during
the absence of the Duke of Connaught at Vieona. The Duke is to resume
his duties on Tuesday next, when his leave will expire, and
he will previously pay a visit to the Queen at Windsor Castle, where
he is to meet the Duchess of Connaught, who is mow at Bagshot
Park.

The Duke of C ght will be d during his stay at
Vienna by the Duke and Duchess of Cumberland at their magnificent
villa at Pinzing, which they inherited from the late Duke of Bruaswick.
The Duke of Connaught was very anxious some twenty years ago to
become the brotherinlaw of the Duke of Cumberland, to whose

Wednesd:

sister, the Princess Maric of Hanover, he proposed more than once,
but she would not accept his addresses.

The Queen will be attended during her visit to the Conti-
nent by the Dowager Lady Churchill, Colonel Sir Fleetwood Edwards,
Colonel Bigge, the Hon. Evelyn Moore, Dr. James Reid, and the
Munshi Abdul Karim, her Majesty’s Indian Secretary. It is mot
yet settled whether another lady is to accompany her Majesty in atten-
dance on Princess Beatrice.

Mr. J. R. Maxwell, the husband of Miss Braddon, who was at one
time a well-known and very enterprising London publisher, died on
Sunday evening at his residence in the New Forest, Annerley Banks,
Lyndhurst.  Mr. Maxwell had been an invalid for several years past.
He was the founder of Zemple Bar, in 1861, and the original pub
lisher of a great number of well-known novels.

Since the arrival of the Prince of Wales at Caones his Royal
Highness has been entertained at dinner by the Grand Duke and
Grand Duchess of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, M. and Mad: de Falbe,
Baron Hirsch, and Mr. and Mrs. Vyner, at their respective villas.
The Prince spent a day last week at Nice, when he gave a dinner party
at the London House.

The Duke of Coburg and his son the Hereditary Prince Alfred,
are pow staying at Gotha. The Duke will procced the week
after next to the Riviera until Easter. The Duchess of Coburg bas

arrived at Darmstadt on a visit to the Grand Duchess of Hesse, whose
accouchement will shortly take place. The Duke and Duchess and
their daughter are to be at Clarence House from the middle of May
until the end of June.
April 24,

They will meet the Queen at Darmstadt about
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