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ENTERTAINMENTS.

WHITTINGTON AT DRURY LANE
THE PANTOMIME OF THE YEAR

EVERY EVENING, at 730, and EVERY WEDNESDAY, and SATURDAY, st 1.30.
Messrs. Dan Leao, Herbert Griffths Brothers, H. Spry ; Ada blasche, Marie Moatrose,
Ly Harokd, Ao Hewtt &, 8c. "

DICK WHITTINGTON at DRURY LANE is not ealy unanimously pronounced the
#est spectacle and greatest show in London, but the funniest, best, and most artistic pastomime
groduced at Drury Lage or elsewhere within the memory of the oldest playgoes.

HAYMARKET TRE.
Mr. Warisn snd Mr. Morsti, Masagers,

TO.DAY, at 230, and THIS EVENING, st 8.0, AN IDEAL HUSBAND, by OSCAR
WILDE. Mesws. Lawis Waller Alfied Qharie Bros Stuart, Sca Deane,
Meyrick, Goodbart, wirey ; Mesdames Maude Millett, Florence
Wen, Vage Featherston, Helea Forsytb, and {l-h Neilson. MATINEE, EVERY WEDNES.
DAY and SATURDAY, at230. Sole Lessee, Mr. Trezs.

OCOMEDY THEATRE.
TLesses and Manager, Mr. J. Comvns Cann.
rT‘:‘T\'l(}l'ﬂ'. ot 840, A LEADER OF MEN, by Charles E. D. Ward (LAST THREE
IGHTSY
» At 8, A BREEZY MORNING. Bex Office (Mr. Scarisbrick) 10 te 5 Doors epen 7.30.
(e \;l\!kr\\\' NEXT. M:. Sydney Grundy s successful comedy, SOWING THE WIND.—
OMEDY,

GAIETY THEATRE.
Lesses and Manager, Mr. Guoncs Epwanpas.
FYERY NIGHT, at Eight o'clock, THE SHOP GIRL. Written by H. J. W. Dam. Music
v tran Caryll, and addtions songa by Adrisn Koss and Licos! Mesckion open a1 T.40.
Mas Office open daity, 10 t0 & MATINEE, SATURDAY NEXT at2  Doors open 145,

DALY'S THEATRE, Lricsstes Scvare
Sole Lessee and Manager, Mr. AuGusTin Datv.
TO.NIGHT and EVERY EVENING, st 8.30,
AN ARTISTS MODEL.
Freceded,

e 8, b DINNER FOR TWO.
MATINEE, EVERY SATURDAY, st 230

OF WALES’ THEATREL
TO.-NIGHT, st 815, 2

(THE

HANSOM CABBY).

‘Words and lyries by Basil Hood, music ? ‘Walter Slaughter. Mr. ARTHUR ROBERTS ,
§rorted by a powerful compan: fas.

y. Doors open Box Office opea 10 to 5.

[ THEATRE.
HIS EXCELLENCY, st 820, TO-NIGHT, by W. S. Gilbert and F. Owumend Carr. Mr.
UFORGE EDWARDES COMPANY. ' Freceded, s T4y PATAS WIPE, s New ‘;r...u‘\'
¥. C. Phil Seymour Hicks, music by Ellaline Terriss. Kate 'Wea , Miss
gl’::n‘e“;‘:’nu. Gorald Singieton. Mr. Artbus l‘l-‘;llir. Deers epen 7.30. Box Offics 10 to 10.
ATINEES, EVERY SATURDAY, at 230.

ST. JAMES'S THEATRE.
Sole Lessee and Manager, Mr. Groscs ArExanpes.
70.DAY, 2t 3 and TONIGHT and EVERY EVENING, st 8.45, THE IMPORTANCE OF
FFING EARNEST, OSCAR WILDE. 3 2 ‘Waris

) wworth, H. ). Viocent, Arthur Roysios, Frank Dyall, F. Kinsew Poile; Miss R
B eademes Irene v..'ﬁmz'mm v Mra. (-eange Canninge, Miss Lyster. At820, 1N
e AN N ATINEE, EVERY SATURDAY, at 3. open 2.20.

ADELPHI THEATRE.
Sole Proprietors and M Messrs. A. and . Garre
TONIGHT, ar 8, THE FATAL CARD. Mr. William Terriw, Messrs. Murray Carsen,
harles Falten, W. L. Abi , Richard Purdon, E. W. Gardiner; Mesdames Vane, Laura
J.inden. Sephie Larkin, and Miss Millward. Box Office open from 10 am.

AVENUE THEATRE.
Mr. Witrram Grerr, Lessee and Manager.

TVERY EVENING. at Boufle entitled DANDY DICK
INGTON, by Geo. R. Sime and lvan Caryll. Messrs. {'oln F. Sheridan, Robert

, John Barr, Henry Wright. F. Vaughan, A. . Evelyn. M. Wenman ; Misses Kthel
Vaydon, Flarence Levey. Gracie Whiteford, Maude "Fisher, Ellen Meyers, and
MISS MAY YOME. ;;h',f'" produced by F Director. jon

rank Parker. Mu: . Mr.
onald, s open 7.30 (if wet, 7.15) Commerce 8. MATINEE, T SATURDAY and
BVERY SATURDAY, at230  Hox Office open from 10 to 10.

TERRY'S.—Proprietor, Mr. Eowaxp Taxxy
TONIGHT, at & AN INNOCENT ABROAD
Preceded, at 8, by HIGH LIFE BELOW STAIRS,
Doors open 7.40.

ROYAL PRI
. AND GRETEL (ia English), FVERY EVENING at 838  SATURDAY
21230 Seven performances weekly will be given uatil further motice of this eno:
stul opera.  Box Office now open.

ously s

MR. AND MRS. GERMAN REED'S ENTERTAINMENT.

Under the Management of Mr. At rxen Gerwas Reep and Mr Comney Grans.

TONTGHT, at 8, MELODRAMANIA,
Wai by

three acts, written by Malcoln
S

'y Wilter Slaughter. C | Sketch, MUSIC A LA
M Corney tirain. Monday el lay, Thursday, Saturday,
ta'ls 5., 3s.; admission, 25, ls—>T. GE{ (GHAM PLACE, W.

WIAGARA HALL
ST. JAMES'S PARK STATION.

REAL ICE SKATING—
Daily, .30 w0 10,

XCE! NT ORCI
FIRST.CLASS RESTAURANT

ESTRA.

OPEN ALL DAY

[l

; SHARP PRACTICE AND LITTLE FAITH.

{ WHAT is it that we Progressives ought to aim at in
the new Council—to do the best that can be donc for
a cause, or to sce that whatever happens, the Moderate “ dogs”
have the worst of it?
day—in
The Progressive caucus is to meet to-day—in none too
chastened a spirit, from all indications. Both sides, in fact,
seem more inclined at present for fight than compromise. If
there is to be any compromise, the move must come from our
side ; and it is highly desirable, therefore, that we should arrive
at some clear conception of what we are aiming at. For our part,
we are perfectly convinced that any attempt to gerrymander the
Council—we will not say in the Progressive interest, but in
the interest of Progressive persornel—would
worse. It would, very possibly, fail, for who knows that
among the fifty-nine’ Progressives therc may not be some
men who would shrink from the gerrymandering process? But
if it succeeded it would nonc the less be repugnant to the sense
of fair play ; and it would argue a want of loyalty to democracy
and a want of faith in Progressive policy itsclf.

As an example of the contempt for democratic government
which seems temporarily to have possessed some of our friends,
we may take the sentiments attributed by a reporter to Mr.
CHARLES LARRISON, the Vice-Chairman of the Council. “\What I
want you to see,”hc is reported as saying yesterday, “is thatwe arc
* masters of the situation. There is absolutely no change in the
“ situation "—no change except that the people of London have
reduced the I’rogressive majority from 50 to zero! But accord-
ing to this new Radical doctrine, the people are, we supposc, of
“absolutely no” account if they happen to be perverse enough to
vote against us. * We have a sufficient majority,” continued Mr.
| HARRISON ; “an outside Chairman would give usamajority forour
“ men, even if the non-retiring Aldermen refrain from voting. . .
“There is absolutely no tie. To begin with, the Moderates
“cannot bring up all their men. Mr. LONGSTAFF is on the
“sea” That Mr. HARRISON is quite right in his statement
of what conld be done, we showed yesterday. But
can any sincerc Democrat regard such gerrymandering without
grave misgivings and even disgust?> Mr. CHARLES HARRISON,
we darc say, has been misreported ; and he will under-
stand that we arc using the report in question, not necessarily
as conveying his rcal views, but as bringing conveniently to a
focus, ideas and schemes which are floating in the air. What,
then, the people of London have done is todecide for compromise.

the two parties. The honest course and the proper course under
these circumstances is, it seems to us, to elect, if a Progressive
Chairman, then a Moderate Vice-Chairman, and to divide
the new Aldermen as evenly as ible between the two parties.
But what is apparently proposed by thosc whose views we are
combating is to pack the Aldermanic Bench with none but Pro-
gressives, and generally to put “our men ” in everywhere. The
thing can be done, we admit ; but no loyal democrat will take
any partin it.

But the proposed gerrymandering would arguc also a
lamentable lack of confidence in Progressive principles.
We have been saying throughout the clections that in all
matters of administration the Progressive way is the

is to bc maintained. \We have declared that if the Mode-
rates themselves came in  they could do no different.
We have said that the most moderate of Moderates, however

be a blunder and |

their elected representatives being returned in equal numbers from |

only way, and the necessary way if ordinary efficiency |

came into existence ; it is doubly impracticable now that the
Council is there. In respect of the trams and water companies,
if anyone thinks that the Moderates will incur the odium
of raising the rates in order to give them estravagant com-
pensation he surely knows very little of “ party ” human nature,

The Moderate caucus met yester- | The Progressive principle is, in short, so necessary that the
nonc too moderatc a mood, from all accounts. | Moderate Party will be compelled to abet it at every turn if

they are brought in. We need only fear their obstruction if
we endcavour unfairly to keep them out.

THE NEW FICTION.

A PROTEST AGAINST SEX MANIA

[ BY THE PHILISTINE.

| e
1 SECOND ARTICLE: THE “REVOLTING WOMAN" NOVEL.
I ‘The last two years wuld supply a good many specimensof the various
classes into which (as we saw in tny last article) the sex-maniacal novels
of to-day may be divided : Lut for present purposes I prefer to confine
myseli to the last few wecks, when all kinds appear to have come with
| a rush. T have about eight books before me which have been pro-
| duced cither at the close of last year or at the beginning of this, and
| every day seems to bring another hot from the press which makes a
bid to surpass its predecessors in its emancipation, its decadence, and
| its * bravery.”
| A Plece Composed of “Discords.”

Of the “ Revolting Woman ” class 1 cannot do better than take a
recent leading example, the book called “ iscords,” contributed by
George [Lgerton 10 the Keynotes Scries, of which she is
the inventor and patentee. The title is, in itself, not a
little interesting. Every musician knows the value of occasional
discords in their place and modulated by succeeding harmonies. But
a piece composed wholly of discords has never, that I know of, been
contemplated by the wildest devotec of the pew music. It would
be intolerable unless the human ear were profoundly modified.
Within limits the analogy scems to mec to apply to fiction.
Life is not all discords, or the human race would perish, and the fiction
which treats it as discords and nothing elsc is as untrue to life and as
inartistic as the fiction which ignores discords is undoubtedly vapid.
George Egerton’s book is not misnamed, as a brief glance at it will
show. Let us take the first story, which may be summarised in strict
fairgess as follows :— -

Discord No. I

| A woman having compromised hersell with one man (or done
| something else disgraceful , the written proofs of this compromising
relation have come into the possession of another man who 1s a fierce
sepsualist of the most brutal type, also a marricd man. In order
to escape exposurc, she yields to the thrcats and importunities of
this blackmailing scoundrel, and goes off with him to Paris, and lives
with him as his mistress. .\iter a time he deserts her and
patches up with his wifc. Then there comes on the scene another
woman who has been married against her will (“a Cardinal
and seven priests assisting at the sacrifice ”) to a rich man whom
she hates, and separated from a poor man whom she loves. Mistaking
the situation, she comes to congratulate the woman who was bold

enough to defy the world and decamp with a married lover, and
is apparently bracing herself up to taking thc same step. The
;woman *“who did” does not enlighten her as to the true

| state of the case (“ It concerns no one to know ”), but she enlarges
| at great length upon the duty of women to be brave, and to bear the

| c of their own act. “It used to bea fancy of mine,”

| much they might complain of Progressive extravagance, would
find themselves powerless to bring down the rates if the control
of the purse werc in their hands and not ours. All this
we believe to have been well-founded, but the conclusion
from it obviously is, nct that we should try to shut the Moderates
offi from administrative work, but that we should make
them jointly responsible with us for carrying on, and that
we should on all occasions pin them to their pledges and their
programmes. For in all matters at present within the control
of the Council they have declared that they will do all that
we have done, and more. But, we shall be told, there is
the question of Tenification, the questions of the water companies
and the tram companies. As for Tenification,we may with absolute
l confidence leave the facts to dispose of that. It was discussed
and rejected as impracticable before the County Council ever

| she u;'s, “that if I were unfortunate enough to bring an illegitimate
child into the world I would never disown it or put itaway. . If I had
such a child”—with a lightening of eves—*“I would call it mme

before the whole world, and tack no Mrs. to my name either.” So
the two women mingle their tears, and the story ends.
Now, what could be the object of writing this? It is not

| ant, it is impossibly remote from litc, and, though written with the
strenuousness of a tract, the moral is absurd. The woman who * has
always thought that each man or woman should bear, as tar as possible,
the entire efiect of his mistakes or sins,” and who talks pages about
being brave and bearing the consequences, has just done some-
thing disgraceful, and then, to escape the consequences, yielded to
the most hideous form of blackmail. A repulsive and unnatural story
ends, therefore, in cant.  As for this woman, though apparently a lady

OUR LONDON LETTER.
It will surprise a great number of people, even of Londoners, that
the skating in all the parks is still merrily going on. The ice, it is true,
has begun to look ugly, being riddled all over, and as slushy as can be.
But there has not yet been a day, for the last five weeks, on which the
lakes have been deserted, and though the thaw set in a fortnight ago,
there were crowds of skaters everywhere on Sunday. In Regent’s Park
especially they were very lively, the “rough and smooth ” elements being
represented by hundreds of mien and women. On the whole ladies are
in the majority on the ice, but on Saturday and day

There are to be two more Levées at St. James's Palace before
Easter—the one next Monday, which is to be held by the Duke of
York, and the other during the first week in April, which the Prince
of Wales will hold. A fourth Levée is to be held early in May, and
there will be a fifth later in the season, both by the Prince of Wales.

The Queen has appointed Mr. Edward Hamilton Anson to be

Grace from very high quarters indeed that his contemplated imper
sonation of the Royal Martyr would be regarded as in questionable
taste.

Dr. Butler, the Master of Trinity, is to give an address to the
Students’ University Extcnsion in London at the Mansion House on
Saturday, March 16, on Burke. This annual occasion is the nearest

a Serjeant-at-Arms to her Majesty, in to the late Macleod
of Macleod. Mr. Anson is already a Gentleman Usher Daily Waiter
to the Queen, the two piaces being worth £320 a year, with some
11 , while the duties are nominal. Mr. Anson is a cousin of

there are about an equal number of either, and just now it is mostly
the leisured youth and impudent little boy who keep faithful to the
last. Tt is supposed that the ice in the parks will last another week,
and that another good fortnight of thaw is required before it will have
Gisappeared altogether.

The Queen is to hold a Council at Windsor Castle next Friday at
one o'clock, when it is probable that Colonel Sir Fleetwood Edwards,
R.CHB. (who is to succeed Sir Henry Ponsonby as Keeper of the
Privy Purse), will be sworn in as a Privy Councillor. The Ministers
:h:diwm be s;xmmoned to attend the Council are to travel from
Paddington to Windsor and back by special train, and will lunch
at the Castle after the Council. y "~ o

The Countess of Warwick was to have been presented at the
_hn'mg Room yesterday by her half-sister, the Duchess of Suther-
and, but she was kept away by an attack of influenza, and
wil go instead to the first Drawing Room in May. Lady
\Warwick's magnificent and costly dress would have been in every way
worthy of a “splendid pauper,” being composed of the richest
white <atin, profusel! broidered with di ds, and an i
train & i d with gold.

d velvet embroid

the late Mr. George E. Anson, who was for some years private secretary
to Prince Albert, and Keeper of the Privy Purse.

Lord Rosebery, in spite of his illness, was one of the first to
telegraph his sympathy to Professor Blackie's family.

Why should not the marriage of Miss Peel, which is par
excellence a Parli y function, be solemnised in the exquisitel
lovely chapel of the House of Commons, into which the restored

of the old Chapel of St. Stephen has been converted? One
of the few ceremonies of which this little sanctuary has been the scene
was the baptism many years ago of an infant son of a former Speaker.

appropriately cel

The fancy dress ball in Dublin for which Lord Wolseley has
issued invitations, and in which the ladies must be dressed to resemble
some painting by Sir Joshua Reynolds, Gainsborough, or Rommey,
will revive the recollection of a fancy dress ball given in Dublin Castle
during the Viceroyalty of the late Duke of Abercorn. The Duke,
who was a dark, somewhat melancholy-visaged man, determined
to assume for the evening the character of Charles I, and allowed his
intention to be freely hinted abroad. A% hint, however, reached his |

In few places could the marriage of a Speaker’s daughter be more | »
lebrated.

approach in London to the Rectorial addresses in Scotland.

Honour to whom honour ! “The rally of the Moderates is really
due,” writes a correspondent, *to my friend Mr. Percy Harris, L.C.C.
for North Paddington. It was to his initiative that the l.ondon
Municipal Society is really due, and he it was who put the
Moderate Programme into workable shape.” (That remains to be
scen. But we must not interrupt cur correspondent, who con-
tinues :—) *“1 believe I am right in saying that the society was
suggested, at least in some degree, by the electoral arrangements of the
Royalists in Paris, and their Comité Electoral for the whole of the city.

“Ts it known,” asks the same correspondent, “why or when
¢ Progressive’ and ‘ Moderate * were chosen as the party bames? It
seems curious that ‘ Prog ’ and ‘ Moderados’ should occur in

politics, and else. However, we
i from Castille and Arragon
600 years ago, and it would be a curious coincidence if our latest
party names should be borrowing from the same sources.

“There is no Moderate leader chosen yet, and it is extremely
difficult to say who will be the man. Poor Lord Randolph might have
been chosen had he lived and kept in health, though he declined to
have anything to do with London politics in 1892. I fancy Lord
Cadogan may prove to be the man.” But whv not the Duke of
Norfolk ?
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